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THE SPEAKER (Mr Barnett) took the Chair
at 2. I5 pm, and read prayers.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY CHAMBER

Guests

THE SPEAKER: I take the opportunity to
advise that I have, as my guests, members of
the Creative Arts and Therapy Association,
some of whom are in wheelchairs and as a
consequence are on the floor of the House and
others of whom are in my gallery.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE

Siagf False Claim

THE SPEAKER: I also wish to take the op-
portunity at the commencement of the sitting
to read to members a letter I received from the
Western Australian AIDS Council. It states-

Dear Sir,

We view with concern the behaviour of a
man who appeared in the offices of the
W.A. AIDS Council early in April. This
man said he was from Parliament House
and wished to obtain some pamphlets. We
welcomed him, and showed him the pam-
phlet stand. He was then left to peruse ma-
terial at his leisure. During this time he
went to a cupboard and got hold of
restricted material, 'The Life Guard' party
pamphlet, took this from the office, went
back to Parliament House, photo copied
the pamphlet and circulated it to members
of the Opposition and the Press. The pam-
phlet, was of course, for a target group
within the community, most at risk of
catching the AIDS virus and never meant
for general circulation.

It appears from his dress and demeanour
that the man was not an employee of Par-
liament House, but we would like to record
this particular incident with you.

The reason I have chosen to read that letter to
members is that I take a grim view of any per-
son falsely claiming to be an employee of Par-
liament House. We have a thoroughly com-
petent and professional group of officers
employed in Parliament House and any action
such as this reflects very badly on this House.

Therefore, I caution members, when sending
agents anywhere in this State, not to claim that
they come from Parliament House.

SUPERANNUATION BOARD QUESTIONS
Sub Judice: Speaker's Ruling

THE SPEAKER: 1 note there are some ques-
tions on the Notice Paper relating to the sub-
ject of criminal charges currently proceeding in
the courts of Western Australia. These matters
refer to the State Superannuation Board and
are clearly sub judice. To prevent any prejudice
to the rights of every citizen of this State to a
fair trial, I rule that debate on these matters
shalt not be permitted until the conclusion of
this trial. I stress that it relates to the criminal
charges and not to the civil actions.

DOG AMENDMENT BILL
Objections: Petition

MR WILLIAMS (Clontart) f2.21 pm]: 1
have a petition which reads as follows-

To: The Honourable the Speaker and
Members of the Legslative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parlia-
ment assembled.
We, the undersigned, object to the
proposed amendments to the Dog Act on
the following grounds:
(a) that they discriminate against dog

owners
(b) that the extended powers to be given

to local Councils are excessive and
oppressive and infringe upon our civil
liberties

(c) that the Act does not recognise the
need for dogs to be properly exercised
and running free

(d) that the Act does not recognise the
vitally important family role of dogs,
especially in relation to elderly people
and children

(e) that the increased annual licence fees
and penalties for non compliance with
the Act place an unnecessary financial
burden on elderly people who rely on
their dog for company and single
parent families who rely on their dog
far protection in the home

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray
that you will give this matter earnest con-
sideration and your petitioners, as in duly
bound, will ever pray.
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The petition bears 348 signatures. I certify that
it conforms to the Standing Orders of the Legis-
lative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 22.)

WILDLIFE: SEA LIONS
Capture: Petitions

DR LAWRENCE (Subiaco) [2.22 pm]: I
have two petitions to present couched in the
following terms-

To: The Honourable the Speaker and
members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in
Parliament assembled. We the under-
signed, call upon the Government to re-
verse the Cabinet decision to allow
Atlantis Marine Park to take 10 Sea Lions
(Australian) from their natural habitat.
We urge the government to follow the ad-
vice of the National Parks and Nature
Conservation Authority by refusing per-
mission for Atlantis Marine Park to cap-
ture 10 members of this rare species of
marine mammal. Your petitioners there-
fore humbly pray that you will give this
matter earnest consideration and your pet-
itioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petitions bear 3 340 signatures and I cer-
tify that they conform to the Standing Orders
of the Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petitions be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petitions Nos. 23 and 24.)

WILDLIFE: SEA LIONS

Gazettal: Petitions
DR LAWRENCE (Subiaco) [2.23 pm]: I

have two further petitions couched in similar
terms which read as follows-

To: The Honourable the Speaker and
members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in
Parliament assembled.-
We, the undersigned, call upon the
Government to:

1. Immediately gazette the Australian
Sea Lion (Neophoca cinera) as a
declared rare and endangered species
in Western Australia under the
Wildlife Conservation Act, 1950.

2. Establish and maintain a viable
system of Marine Reserves in Western
Australia where marine mammals can
exist unmolested in their natural
habitat.

3. Legislate to prevent the establishment
of any more oceanariums and to phase
out existing oceanariums in Western
Australia.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray
that you will give this matter earnest con-
sideration and your petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray.

The petitions bear 9 796 signatures and I cer-
tify that they conform to the Standing Orders
of the Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petitions be
bmought to the Table of the House.

(See petitions Nos. 25 and 26.)

WILDLIFE: SEA LIONS
Capture: Petitions

OR LAWRENCE (Subiaco) (2.24 pm]: I
have two further petitions, again couched in
similar terms, but with the addition of a re-
quest that the Government immediately revoke
the licence that permitted the capture of these
sea lions and for the return of these marine
mammals to their natural habitat at once.

The petitions bear 16 319 signatures and I
certify that they conform to the Standing Or-
ders of the Legislative Assembly. The petitions
I have presented bear a total of 29 455 signa-
tures.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petitions be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See pet itions Nos. 27 and 28.)

ENVIRONMENT: OLD SWAN BREWERY
Demolition: Petition

MR LEWIS (East Melville) [2.25 pm]: I have
a petition to present signed by 54 residents of
WA and it is couched in the following terms-

To the Honourable the Speaker and Mem-
Sbers of the Legislative Assembly in Parlia-

ment assembled. The petition of the
undersigned respectfully showeth we pro-
test strongly against the proposed develop-
ment for the old Brewery and Stables sites
and urge that the buildings be demolished
and the area be convented to parkland
under the control of the King's Park
Board.
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Your Petitioners as in duty bound, will
ever pray.

I certify that the petition conforms to the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 29.)

FREMANTLE HOSPITAL

Downgrading:, Petition

MR PARKER (Fremantle-Minister for
Minerals and Energy) (2.26 pm]: 1 have a pet-
ition to present bearing 128 signatures of
people opposed to the proposals for changing
the facilities at the Fremantle Hospital. The
petition is couched in terms similar to others
which have previously been presented to the
House so I will not read it in full. I certify that
it conforms to the Standing Orders of the Legis-
lative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 30.)

WATER RESOURCES

liencubbin: Petition

MR SCHELL (Mt Marshall) [2.27 pm]: I
have a petition to present as follows-

To: The Honourable the Speaker and
Members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in
Parliament assembled.

We the undersigned, request that the
Western Australian Government take im-
mediate action to ensure the town of
Bencubbin has a clean and safe water
supply for the 1987/88 Summer months
and future years.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray
that you will give this matter earnest con-
sideration and your petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 6l signatures and I certify
that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition he
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 31.)

BILLS (4): INTRODUCTION AND FIRST
READING

1. Prompt Payment of Government Ac-
counts Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr
Lewis, and read a first time.

2. Acts Amendment (Taxi-Cars) Bill.
3. Electoral Amendment Bill.
4. Acts Amendment (Police and Child

Welfare) Bill.
Bills introduced, on motions by Mr

Laurance (Deputy Leader of the Op-
position), and read a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SEVENTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed from 9 April.
MR TOM JONES (Collie) [2.33 pm]: I want

to take the opportunity in the Address-in-Reply
debate to refer to three items. First, I draw
attention to the fact that the Leader of the Op-
position and his deputy together with the
Leader of the National Party, are regularly at
Collie of late and in my opinion are trying to
create industrial unrest. Members of the Oppo-
sition may laugh, but Of Course the problem
which they talk about when they come to Collie
is the gas sales agreement which has brought
about a stockpile of 1.7 million tonnes of coal
on the Collie coalfields. When those members
are in Collie they go to the Press and make
statements about the stockpile. In my view it is
aimed at creating industrial unrest among the
coalminers.

Mr Taylor: Do they extend to you the cour-
tesy of letting you know they will visit your
electorate?

Mr TOM JONES: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition was courteous enough to call on me, but
the Leader of the National Party usually arrives
at the darkest hour.

Nobody on the coalfields likes to see a sur-
plus of coal, but there are reasons far that. It
was brought about by the signing of the gas
sales agreement by the former Liberal Govern-
ment when, against the wishes of the State En-
ergy Commission, it committed the State to
purchase a certain volume of gas without
having orders for it. The Government signed
this secret agreement irrespective of the warn-
ings which were given. If the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition cares to read my speech made
in this House on 28 August 1985 he will see
that I referred to the fact that the then Minister
for Fuel and Energy had been warned by the
SEC not to proceed with the signing of the
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contract for the large volume of gas for which
the State had no orders. The end result was that
the Kwinana power station had to be convented
to a gas burning station which robbed the Col-
lie coalfield of an order of a million tonnes of
coal per year.

These visits by leaders of the Opposition par-
ties are designed to cause a frenzy in Collie by
indicating that the jobs of workers are in jeop-
ardy. They try to criticise our Government for
The bold step it took in agreeing to stockpile
coal. What would the Opposition have done? It
obviously would not have taken that bold step
and stockpiled coal; it would rather have seen
250 mineworkers thrown out of work. That was
the only alternative, and it cannot be denied by
any member opposite.

It is easy to come down to Collie and criticise
the Burke Labor Government for the bold step
it took to protect the interests of mineworkers
in Collie, but the Opposition's alternative, as in
1961, would have been to throw 250 men out
of work with very little opportunity of other
employment in the town. The men retrenched
would have been junior workers because there
is a policy in Collie of employing youth in the
industry in view of the high average age of
coalmine workers. That step would not have
been in the interests of the coalmining indus-
try.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition has
been asking questions in this House in connec-
tion with the stockpile. He asked a question on
I April regarding the size of the stockpile, and
the member for Cottesloe asked a similar ques-
tion on 2 April. Those questions were designed
to create uncertainty in the minds of
coalminers in Western Australia. Our Govern-
ment is taking some positive action to reduce
the stockpile, and I will refer to that in a mo-
ment and to the action that is contemplated in
the future.

Coal stockpiles are nothing new. Members
who have toured other parts of the world, as I
have, to look at coalfields, or closer to home in
the Eastern States, will have seen millions of
tonnes of coal at grass. That is nothing new for
the coalmining industry, but members opposite
have a habit of raising this issue on every oc-
casion for the reasons I have outlined.

Mr Laurance: We only went down to have a
cup of tea with you.

Mr TOM JONES: Yes, but the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition also went to the Col-
lie Mail and had another cup of tea and made a
Press statement criticising the Government for

creating the stockpile. The Opposition did not
offer any alternative; it did not say to the Collie
Mail, "This is the action our Government
would have taken." We know the action the
Opposition would have taken along with its
friends in the National Party-it would have
retrenched 250 members of the Collie
coalmining industry. The Opposition has never
indicated what it would have done.

Mr Laurance: We have got a few industries
up and running.

Mr TOM JONES: We have heard so much
about those industries that we are sick of it. Of
course, they were never established.

Let us look now at what is happening to over-
come the problem about which I have been
speaking. The carbon plant will take over
50 000 tonnes a year from the stockpile which
makes it a very worthwhile project. If I read the
Press correctly at the weekend, there is a possi-
bility that a second carbon plant will be built in
Western Australia. It would burn additional
amounts of the stockpiled coal. The Govern-
ment has confirmed that a liquefied petroleum
gas plant will take another quarter of the sur-
plus gas.

Mr Laurance: A gas you criticised in the past.
Mr TOM JONES: I have criticised the Oppo-

sition previously, if the member reads the
speech I have in my hand. I asked the Minister
of the day why he wanted to commit the State
to a gas supply for which there was no need.
The Oppositon, when in Government, created
the mess for the Collie coalfield and left it to be
cleaned up by the Burke Government. That is
the truth.

Mr Laurance: Every development in this
State is based on gas.

Mr TOM JONES: Over the years, the Oppo.-
sition's policy for the SEC has been clear. In
case the Opposition has forgotten, when the
rest of the world was moving to coal, the for-
mer Government moved to oil. It wanted to
embark on a system of nuclear power. Sir
Charles Court said in this place that, by 1995,
Western Australia would have a nuclear power
plant. The Opposition's policies have failed
and have predicted gloom over many years. As
I said, the Opposition, when in Government,
created the mess in which this State now finds
itself.

The former Government's policies also took
a million tonnes of coal haulage away from
Westrail. If my memory serves me correctly,
the Leader of the National Party previously
referred to the downturn of activites by
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Westrail in country towns. Is there any wonder
that Westrail lost one million tonnes of coal
haulage? Due to the mistakes made by the Lib-
eral-National Party Govern ment-

Mr Cowan: Get it right-National Country
Party,

Mr TOM JONES: The Leader of the
National Party will not deny that that was the
situation. His Government made a hopeless
mess of it.

Mr Cowan: It was not 1. 1 am trying to point
out to the member that it was not the National
Party, but the Country Party that was involved.

Mr TOM JONES: It was one of his former
Ministers. He knows who signed the gas agree-
ment.

M r Cowan: Yes, E do.
Mr TOM JONES: H-e was a former member

of the member for Merredin's party, was he
not?

Mr Cowan: Yes, he was.
Mr TOM JONES: I am just getting the

record straight.
Mr Laurance: The State owes him a great

debt.
Mr TOM JONES: The coalmining industry

does not. It is certainly in a mess. Apparently,
the Narrogin people did not think highly of
him because they sacked him. The State might
owe him much, but he got sacked by the
Narrogin people. If he was as great as the memn-
ber for Gascoyne makes him out to be. why did
the Narrogin electorate dismiss him?

Mr Laurance: Some poeple are forced to re-
tire.

M r TOM JONES: The member for Gascoyne
avoids the truth all the time.

Mr Laurance: I have always said that you
should be Minister for Police and Emergency
Services.

Mr TOM JONES: No doubt 1 am opening a
few wounds here today and the Opposition
does not like it. It is defenceless because it
made one of the biggest mistakes ever made in
this State when in government.

I said a moment ago that a quarter of the
natural gas would be taken up by the LPG
plant. A couple of weeks ago Norwegian
interests were in this State looking at setting up
an ammonia-urea plant which would take
another half of the surplus gas. Another project
in the pipeline which would use 60 megawatts
of power if ih is established is the silicon
smelter. That would further reduce the State's

dependence on gas. There will also be an aver-
age increase of 30 megawatts per year in elec-
tricity which will consume an additional
120 000 tonnes of coal. It should be appreci-
ated that, while the increase averages 30 mega-
watts per year, in the peak hours it increased to
60 megawatts.

The Labor Government took a bold step and
is working hard, contrary to the opinion of
members of the Oppositon, to alleviate the
situation by converting the Kwinana station to
a coal-burning station. That will be of great
benefit to the coalmining industry because it
will reduce the stockpile and thus make work
available for miners and Westrail employees.

I do not agree with the picture of gloom
painted by the leadens of the other parties in
this House when they travel to country towns. I
want to show the people of this State that we
are taking positive action. There is no need for
any coalminer in Collie to be concerned about
his future in the coalmining industry because
plans are already well in hand for the building
of another power station. No-one can deny that
by 1995 that power station will be required.

Mr Laurance: Where?
Mr TOM JONES: In Collie. The House

might be told something about that later this
week. That will further assist the coalmining
industry in this State. The gloomy picture
painted by the Opposition does not reflect the
actual situation.

I want to put the record straight because
members of the Opposition came to Collie and,
by what they said, placed extra strain on young
people buying homes, cars, and household
commodities in that town. When those mem-
bers left, the young people wondered whether
their jobs were in jeopardy and about their fu-
ture in the coalmining industry. I assure them,
on behalf of the Government, that that is not
the case and that there is a great future for the
coalmining industry in this State.

Mr Trenorden: What about public servants
in the towns?

Mr TOM JONES: What have we done to
interfere with the public servants? The member
for Avon is very knowledgeable about the Col-
lie electorate all of a sudden.

Mr Trenorden: I am an expert.
Mr TOM JONES: The member might just as

well know something about Collie because,
from what I have been told, he knows very little
about Northam. Would the member care to
make my speech for me?
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M r Trenorden: Yes, perhaps I should.
Mr Laurance: The State is indebted to the

member for Avon, too, because he got the for-
mer member for Avon the sack.

Mr TOM JONES: Anyone can get the sack
from this place. The member for Gascoyne has
been close a couple of times. I do not know how
it is going for him in the north because of the
number of times he has been censured in this
place.

I appeal to the Government to appoint more
Aboriginal police aides to country areas; they
are essential. We all know how successful Abor-
iginal aides have been in the north west and,
particularly, in Kalgoorlie and Geraldton. In
suggesting this, I am not reflecting on the Abor-
iginal people.

I have made a submission to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services in relation to
the appointment of Aboriginal police aides, but
it has not met with success. The Minister has
advised me that he is looking at the situation.
There is an urgent need for Aboriginal police
aides to be appointed in communities where
there is a high population of Aboriginal people.
They have the opportunity to get closer to their
people than do white people and no-one can
deny that.

Collie has approximately 400 Aboriginal
people and the figures from the local court
show only too well the problems being experi-
enced in Collie. For the 12 months ended
February 1987, 98 adults were arrested on 131
charges; and for the same period 80 juveniles
were arrested and 187 charges were laid.

I make it perfectly clear that I am not
reflecting on Aboriginal people; many white
people experience similar problems with the
law.

The problem, as I see it, is similar to that
experienced in other towns-the Aboriginal
people are not gainfully employed and, as a
result, they walk the streets and find them-
selves in trouble. If Aboriginal police aides
were appointed they would be in a position to
get closer to the Aboriginal people because they
have a better understanding of their needs, and
it would improve th e relationship between the
police and the Aboriginal people in the town.

My proposal has the support of the local
police sergeant and the officer-in-charge of the
Bunbury Police Station, which has jurisdiction
over the Collie Police Station. It also has the
support of the Aboriginal Legal Service (WA)
Inc.

I hope the Minister for Police and Emerg-
ency Services will have another look at my pro-
posal. A similar proposal has been very success-
ful in the north of the Slate and in Kalgoorlie
and Geraldton. I consider that there is an ur-
gent need for Aboriginal police aides to be
appointed in the south west and the great
southern region.

The Minister for Police and Emergency Ser-
vices has just walked into the Chamber. I am
sorry he was not present to hear what I said,
but I will advise him now that I am speaking
about the appointment of Aboriginal police
aides in the south west of this State. I have
already advised the House that there are 400
Aborigines resident in Collie and,
unfortunately, there is a high crime rate. 1 be-
lieve that the appointment of Aboriginal police
aides would improve the relationship between
the Aboriginal and white communities in that
town.

Although my submission has been rejected
by the Minister I hope that he, in conjunction
with the Police Force, will look again at my
proposal.

Mr Gordon Hill: The responsibility for the
employment of staff rests with the Com-
missioner of Police, not with me as Minister. I
have given an undertaking to discuss the mat-
ter further with the Commissioner of Police. I
will take the matter up with him on your be-
half.'

Several members interjected.

Mr TOM JONES: Last time that I mentioned
anything about Aborigines in this House I
found myself in all sorts of trouble when I
returned to Collie. I want it on the record that I
am not picking on the Aboriginal people. There
are some very good groups of Aborigines in
Collie; recently a new centre was opened in-
volving the young girls and they are doing an
excellent job. There are some fine Aboriginal
people in the town, with whom I am very close.
However, like the white community, there are
too many young Aborigines walking the streets
with nothing to occupy themselves and when
that occurs members know what happens. I
hope that my remarks will be taken in the way
they are meant.

I wish now to congratulate the Government
on its decision to electrify the metropolitan
railway system. I noticed in The West
Australian newspaper on Saturday I 1 April
that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition was
very critical of the Minister for Transport's an-
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nouncement of a $125 million Programme for
the electrification of the metropolitan railway
system.

Mr Spriggs: They should have gone back to
steam.

Mr TOM JONES: Indirectly it will assist the
coalmining industry, will it not? Would the
member for Darling Range like the railway
system converted to oil?

Mr Spriggs: I would like it convented to elec-
tricity.

Mr TOM JONES: It is a step in the right
direction, but the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition was critical about the announcement
made by the Minister for Transport. He de-
scribed the decision as economic lunacy and a
scandalous waste of money, but he did not
suggest an alternative. He only criticised the
direction taken by the Government but was not
prepared to say what he would put in place if
he were in Government. Would the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition establish an
underground system, even though it would be
more costly? What would he do? He did
nothing but criticise the bold decision made by
the Government.

The Opposition criticised this Government's
decision to reopen the Perth-Fremantle railway
line and it has turned out to be a very good
decision. It has resulted in an increased use of
the railways and, of course, as the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition would know a lot of
the rolling stock is worn out. Some of it is over
30 years old. A good service must be provided
to attract people to travel by rail; we require a
service similar to that provided in Queensland.

While I do not always agree with the
Queensland Premier, his Government has
embarked on a similar programme to this
Government's. The Railways of Australia Year
Book 1987 indicates on page 13 the extra trade
which has been Created in and around Brisbane
and other pants of Queensland because of that
Government's programme.

Mr Rushton: The Queensland Government
has increased the freight rates and it is
attracting attention. However, in this case the
electrification of the railway system could con-
tinue until 1994 and with the present fuel Crisis
you will get a big boost in freight transport.

Mr TOM JONES: Does the nienmber for Dale
believe that this Government should have
stood back and done nothing about the railway
system? He was a former Minister for
Transport and allowed carriages which were 30
years old to continue to be used.

Mr Rushton: I took the initiative and started
to do someth ing about electrification.

Mr TOM JONES: This Government has
taken the inititiative. Of course, it will be of
great advantage to this State, but the Oppo-
sition is jealous of the action the Government
has taken. Something must be done to ease the
congestion caused by the railway system and to
implement a speedy transport service.

in this morning's The West Australian I
noticed an article relating to a decision made
by the New South Wales Government to build
at great cost a tunnel adjacent to the Sydney
Harbour Bridge. The NSW Government said
that the decision had been made because if
something is not done the traffic situation will
be chaotic in about 20 years' time. That
Government is looking ahead and that is
exactly what this Government is doing. The
Government's decision to electrify the railways
is a very good one, and I compliment it. I only
hope that the Government will take cognisance
of the need to extend the programme to include
the northern corridor. There is an urgent need
for a quick rail service to be implemented in
both the southern and northern corridors.

The running costs are expected to be $8.1
million per annum compared with the present
cost of $22 million per annum.

Mr Laurance: That will come back to haunt
you. It is like spending all the money from the
Transport Trust Fund on roads.

Mr TOM JONES: That is sour grapes again.
What is the Opposition's alternative to this
Government's decision?

Mr Laurance: To look ahead, not back.
Mr TOM JONES: That does not answer my

question. What would the Opposition do?
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition has

criticised the Minister and the Government
and his comments appeared in The West
Ausiralian. What would he have done if he
were M in ister?

Mr Laurance: Everywhere in the world where
they have an efficient system they have smaller,
light vehicles not older, heavier ones.

Mr TOM JONES: Would the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition have gone for electrification?

Mr Laurance: No, I thought I had made that
very clear.

Mr TOM JONES: Would he still have used
diesel trains?

Mr Laurance: No.
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Mr TOM JONES: What would he have used?
I am asking the member a question in the Par-
liament because he is the spokesman on
transport on behalf of the Opposition. He is
duckshoving because he does not know what he
would do if he were Minister. All he can do is
to criticise a decision made by this Govern-
ment; he can suggest nothing with which to
replace it. I will pause awhile to allow the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition to tell me
what he would have done.
.Mr Laurance: Everywhere in the world where

there is more efficient and cheaper transport,
they use smaller, lighter vehicles.

Mr Troy: What stops that from happening
now?

Mr Laurance: You have old-fashioned and
expensive equipment. You are sticking with
heavy rail which is 50 years out of date and you
are condemning us to use that system for
another 100 years. You will be gone probably
in 20 years when they might let you retire but
we shall have to pay for your mistakes. It is a
total mistake and of course a very expensive
one for the taxpayers of this State.

Mr TOM JONES: We are always different
from the rest of the world; what about when the
Opposition went for oil in preference to coal?
As far as the Opposition was concerned the rest
of the world was out of step and we were in
step.

Irrespective of the views of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, it is a commendable
decision which in the long term will result in a
modern and efficient transport system. The
Opposition will eat their words in the long
term. The introduction and programming of
this modern system has my full support.

I have much pleasure in supporting the Ad-
dress-in-Reply.

MR WATT (Albany) [3.02 pm]: A couple of
weeks ago during the Address-in-Reply debate
the member for Pilbara chose to make some
remarks in support of the Government's intro
duction of a price watch scheme. I consider it
important that the other side of that question
be put to this House so that the public will
perhaps have a better understanding of both
sides of the question.

I understand the member for Pilbara's
interest in observing prices since she came to
this Parliament; she covered the subject in her
maiden speech. However, I believe some of the
things she said grossly misrepresent what the
public perceives this Price Check system to be.
In her contribution to the Address-in-Reply de-

bate she said that the Government is commit-
ted to ensuring that price increases on the basic
necessities of life are not permitted to run riot.

If that were the case, the member obviously
does not include such items as gas, electricity,
water and fuel as the basic necessities of life
because those price rises have outstripped food
price rises quite considerably. The member
also claimed that an aim of the Government's
Price Check scheme was to promote genuine
competition. I will return to that later and dem-
onstrate that it has been an abject failure by
any description.

The member claimed that price rises have
dropped in the metropolitan area; she made
that claim on the basis of comparing the
cheapest so-called basket price this week of
$86.59 to the price in the first week of $93.90.
The results for the fourth week have been
published today. However, the member for
Pilbara forgot to mention that the highest price
in the second week was $104.07 and in the
third week it was $105.54. She simply cannot
fiddle with the figures by comparing the lowest
prices.

Cans Bailey has said that in three checks the
lowest price has gone from $93.90 in week one
to $90.'32 in week two, and $86.59 in week
three. However, in week one only 30 Stores
were surveyed and a list published, whereas in
weeks two and three, approximately 300 stores
were included. Had the other 270 odd stores
been canvassed there is every likelihood that
the prices in the first week would have been
lower. It is misleading to suggest that that is the
range of reductions.

The member for Pilbara also claimed that
there had been widespread acceptance of and
support for this scheme. Clearly she has been
reading different newspapers from the ones I
read because almost everything one reads in
the newspapers roundly criticises this scheme:
For example, The West Australian, the Daily
News and the Sunday Times in the editorials
and letters. Even Senator Button said that most
Australians were worse off under the ALP
Government, which must have been an embar-
rassment to many of his colleagues.

One evening during the Graham Maybury
Nightline programme, this subject was dis-
cussed for some minutes and it was followed by
a 10-minute telephone poll. The result of the
telephone calls to the programme was that 42
people opposed the scheme and 16 were in
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favour of it. Given the sort of audience that
programme has, one might have expected a dif-
ferent result.

We need to examine what this Price Check
aims to achieve. Does the need for this scheme
really exist? If it does, will the Price Check
scheme which is being implemented by the
Government achieve the objective of reducing
prices? Is there perhaps some other motive?

There is no question that food prices are
rising; nobody has argued against that and any-
body who does the weekly shopping, or whose
wife or husband does, will be aware of the
steady rises in many food prices. The import-
ant question is: At what rate are the food prices
rising, especially in comparison with other rises
in the community? There is significant evi-
dence that many other price rises beat food
price rises hands down and it is interesting to
note that most of them result from Govern-
ment policies, particularly State Government
policies.

An article appears in today's Daily News
suggesting that the Price Check scheme is a
waste of time. I refer also to an article in which
the State Manager of Coles is reported to have
said that the real problem is not with food
prices but with the rising prices of those ser-
vices provided by the Government.

Most of us have been quite satisfied that the
Government's expenditure of $250 000 on this
Price Check scheme involving taxpayers' funds
which are in very short supply has probably
been done only to throw up a smokescreen in
the guise of assisting to keep prices down at a
time when there are calls from every section of
the community for economic restraint.

Let us consider the many pressing needs in
all communities where the Government could
have better spent that money-in school class-
rooms, on hospital beds, roads, bridges and all
the other areas crying out for funds.

Indeed, the Premier appeared on the ABC
television programme Four Corners recently
and gave many responsible answers to the ques-
tions put to him relating to the economy. H-e
spoke of the problems of high taxation and
more particularly of the need for restraint and
cuts in Government spending. As recently as
this morning on the ABC news programme he
referred with regard to spending cuts to the
shocking state of the economy and the need for
restraint. It demonstrated his hypocrisy when
at the same time as he is talking about those
things, he has not only proposed, but also
implemented, and has done nothing to change,

spending $250 000 of taxpayers' funds in this
grandiose Price Check scheme designed to
bolster the stocks of his own Government, proj-
ect his own image, and be seen to be doing
someth ing about rising food prices.

That was clearly demonstrated when the first
of the Price Check advertisements appeared,
one of which was a full page advertisement that
had nothing to do with prices, but was a propa-
ganda page in which the Premier was the cen-
tral figure, bearing a trite message containing
all the old, hackneyed phrases about what the
Government was doing.

What of food prices? Are they rising at such
an alarming rate, compared with the other
charges to which the people are neessarily
subjected? Do we need to subject them to such
a dreadful waste of their money? In an article
which appeared in The Australian of 9 January,
written by Julian Cribb, information was given
about food prices in the developed world which
show that Australia has the lowest average food
prices among the countries polled in an inter-
national survey. According to the article, there
are numerous ways in which comparisons can
be made, one of which is to compare the cost of
the various items with the time taken to earn
sufficient money to buy that item. In an article
in Brisbane's The Sunday Sun on 15 February
this year it was shown that a wide range of
goods and other household items in regular use
were much cheaper in terms of the time taken
to earn sufficient money to buy them in 1986
than they were in 1966. Indeed, many items
were substantially cheaper, while some were
only marginally cheaper. Another article, which
appeared in The West Australian on 4 April
1987, similarly gave a list of items which were
cheaper to buy in 1986 than they were in 1966,
as measured in terms of the time taken to earn
sufficient money to buy those things.

Caris Bailey has claimed that consumers
should not be elated by these figures because a
lot of people did not earn the average wage in
Australia in 1986. Of course they did not, and
they did not in 1966; that is what an average is
all about-it is the mean of the highs and the
lows. In 1966 the items listed would have cost
the average male worker-and as I said, many
of them would have been earning less than the
average wage then too-13.l per cent of his
wage:, 20 years later, in 1986, the same list of
items would have cost that worker only 7.2 per
cent of his wage. The survey revealed that the
two main reasons for the change were, first, the
impact of big supermarkets and, second, that
wages had risen at twice the rate of grocery
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prices. These views were shared by the Federal
Minister, Mr Barry Jones, who was placed in
charge of the Federal Government's attempt to
appear to be doing something about the prob-
lem of rising prices by-in my opinion, at
least-attacking it from the wrong end.

Mr Cash: Not even the Federal Minister
agreed.

Mr WATT: That is right. In The Western
Mail of 21 March 1 987 there was an article
headed, "The Falling Cost of our Groceries".
That article revealed that a Western Australian
study showed that the cost of an average super-
market basket rose from $50.50 in December
1981 to $72.75 in 1986-an increase of 44 per
cent. The Consumer Price Index increase for
the same period was 48 per cent.

Another measure by which to compare food
prices is to measure them against other rises in
the community. In the publication Retail
World of 25 March 1987 figures indicate that
since 1981 food prices have risen by an average
of 47.7 per cent in South Australia; during that
same period the CPI in that State rose by
almost 54 per cent. The article went on to item-ise a number of percentage increases, all of
which had an impact on the cost of producing
food items, and which were very high indeed.
An interesting one is the cost of finance, which
rose by 83 per cent. In Western Australia from
June 1983-just after the present Government
came to office-to December 1986, when the
last figures were available, food prices rose by
26 per cent. During the same period the CPI
rose by 31 per cent while total State taxation
increased by 81 per cent; the State tobacco tax
increased by 180 per cent; the State fuel levy
rose by 125 per cent; the State liquor tax by 57
per cent: the cost of a phone call-which,
although a Federal charge, impacts heavily on
everyone-rose by 50 per cent; domestic excess
water charges rose by 32 per cent; domestic gas
and electricity charges rose by 5SI per cent; and
car registration and stamp duty fees rose by
I00 per cent.

The Opposition is particularly critical of the
Price Check scheme because it offers absolutely
no solution to the problem and makes no at-
tempt to identify the cause of rising prices, in
particular the rising cost of Government taxes
and charges and the result of Government poli-
cies to which I have already referred-policies
such as the Federal Government's fuel pricing
increases. These things'affect just about every
commodity that people buy. It is unrealistic

(22)

and naive to suggest that the publishing of the
cost of a basketful of goods in the preceding
fortnight will assist people to save money.

I thought it was most significant that the re-
cently retired member for Morley Swan, Mr
Tonkin, described the Price Check scheme as,
"Cosmetic Government and a waste of
money". He also made the very valid point that
ultimately competition is the best insurance
against excessive prices.

Mr Cash: A former Minister for Consumer
Affairs.

Mr WATT: Yes. Commenting on Mr
Tonkin's statement, the Sunday Times edi-
torial read as follows-

At a time when one of the curses of our
nation is government waste and big spend-
ing, Mr Tonkin's words should strike a
nerve among our bureaucratic and politi-
cal decision makers.

The whole question of the Government's Price
Check scheme is best summed up in an edi-
torial in the magazine, Business World, under
the heading, "Price Check is naive". I quote as
follows-

THE price-check project by the State
Government under which it will monitor
and publish price lists from major retail
chains is a clumsy and naive attempt to
address the very serious problem of
Australia's 10% inflation rate and the
rising cost of living.

It is hard to think of an industry that
provides more information on products
and prices for consumers than the retail
sector.

That editorial quite rightly identifies the inten-
tion of the Government to try to place the
blame for rising prices on grocery retailers. The
Government has a fixation about this, when in
fact nothing could be further from the truth. It
is important to examine the effectiveness of the
Price Check scheme in achieving its aim of
assisting the householders to purchase their
goods more cheaply. Having established-and
having agreed, as I am sure all members do-
that food prices are rising, but at a rate either
comparable to or lower than the CPI increases
and certainly much lower than the increases in
State Government taxes and charges, and lower
than the Commonwealth Government's
charges, it might be fair to say that we really
ought to be grateful to the grocery retailers of
this State for holding prices down to the extent
that they have.
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I will now explain how the Price Check
scheme works. A number of price checkers go
into the various supermarkets on Thursday and
Friday of one week, and they record the prices
of a list of groceries. They then send those
prices through to the Department of Consumer
Affairs, where they are collated into an adver-
tisement by an advertising agency and
presented, not that week nor even the following
week, but the week afterwards. So by the lime
the information is made public, it is already
two weeks' old. Thai matter was taken up with
Canis Bailey, the director of Price Check, by the
manager of Foodland and she acknowledged
the problem in a letter she wrote in reply to
him. She said in effect that it was simply too
difficult to put right and they would have to
stick to the system they already had. Most of
the grocery retailers have a pricing structure
that is changed weekly;, the prices go from
Monday to Saturday. As everyone knows, those
pricing arrangements do vary almost weekly
and everyone knows that those pricing arrange-
ments always include a different range of
specials.

The specials will obviously have a significant
effect on the total cost of a basket of groceries
in any given store in any particular week. It is
not uncommon for a supermarket to discount
an item by $1 or even more when it is on
special. So immediately that will have a signifi-
cant effect on the total price. The Price Check
scheme takes no account of specials, which
immediately means that a comparison is not
accurate.

In addition, the range of goods carried by
different stores differs from time to time. Not
all stores carry all brands of every product on
the Price Check list, so again the comparison is
not accurate. The Government scheme is there-
fore introducing a weighting or averaging
system. If a store does not have a particular
item in stock, it is credited with an average of
the prices charged by other stores. This is un-
fair and not an accurate comparison.

Mr Taylor: That is how they calculate the
CPL.

Mr WATT: That may well be so, but people
do not go shopping on the basis of CPI figures.
I am saying that from the shopper's point of
view it is not an accurate comparison. The
shop may have another brand which is
substantially cheaper than that on the list.

When new stocks come in following a price
increase, the new stock is marked at the new
price and the old stock remains at the old price.

The old stock is normally brought to the front
of the shelf so that it is sold first. This probably
accounts for some of the differences which
have been identified. For example, in the first
week two Coles stores in Armadale showed a
difference of about $2.50. People asked how
this could occur. The stores were not able to
explain other than the fact that perhaps the
price on some items on the shopping list had
risen.

The simplistic approach of Price Check does
not show the flexibility available to the shopper
to make decisions for himself by determining
which item represents the best value for his
particular needs. There have been
discrepancies such as the two Coles stores in
Fremantle. One was a brand-new store and the
other an old one about to be closed. In the
second check the old store was checked but not
the new one. As a result of not appearing on the
list, those people using it as a guide would
i mmed iately th in k that it was dea rer.

That also happened to a store in Rockingham
which was not checked, or not on the list.
When rung up to ask why it was not on the list
the reply was, "For technical reasons." When
pursued further it was discovered the checker
had forgotten to send in the results.

Mr Court: That is a very technical reason.
Mr WATT: It is a very technical reason. It

can have a dramatic effect on business people
involved in this kind of retailing.

A particular small Foodland store on one oc-
casion finished towards the bottom of the list.
They felt they reflected fair value for money,
but this sort of thing could drive customers
away, or the store may become no longer prof-
itable.

The truth is that people shop at the store of
their choice for a va.'riety of reasons. One
woman told me she shopped at a store which
offered a variety of services including a check-
out girl, somebody to pack groceries, pick-up
delivery services and all those sorts or' things.
One gets what one pays for;, we all know that.

In the first-published list one supermarket
was shown to be very near the top of the list,
which resulted in a substantial increase in its
turnover the following week. When the next
lists were published that store was number 66,
which means that those people who shopped
there then were paying substantially higher
prices than when the check was made. The
check therefore has the effect of getting people
to shop a fortnight after the prices are checked,
and the price might be even higher than normal
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and shoppers are induced into believing that
they are obtaining the cheapest groceries in
Perth.

Disregarding the first week, when only 30
stores were checked, I made a comparison be-
tween checks two and three. I discovered that
in those where a direct comparison was avail-
able, 95 had lower prices in the second of those
checks, of which 33 were less than $I, but 108
stores were dearer. It is ludicrous to say that
people are receiving the benefit of cheaper
groceries because of this. More than 50 per cent
of those stores charged more.

Even worse, if one looks at the list published
today and takes the previous top 10, it will be
found the store which was first three weeks ago
is up $9.56 this week; the one which was sec-
ond is up $7.52; the one which was third is up
$6.70;, and the one which was fourth is up
$8.40. The top 10 averaged an increase of
$4.49, and that means that the people who read
that these were the cheapest places to shop a
fortnight ago and went to those places are all
paying some 10 per cent more for their grocer-
ies because of the distortion of this Price Check
scheme. That is an absolute scandal.

Mr Court: That is a good reason for getting
rid of it, is it not?

Mr WATT: Precisely. The simplistic ap-
proach of Price Check does not show the flexi-
bility available to shoppers to determine for
themselves how they want to shop, what they
want to buy and what suits their needs.

The truth is that there is no industry more
competitive than this one. There is no industry
which goes to greater lengths to keep prices
down and to meet its competitors. There are 29
full-page advertisements for groceries in the
newspapers each week in Western Australia.
That is not to mention the considerable ex-
pense of printing pamphlets delivered to home
letterboxes each weekend. In addition most
stores employ people especially to check the
prices of their competitors in order to tr to
beat the prices which their competitors are
charging. A great deal of time and money goes
into ensuring they are meeting their competi-
tors in business.

While there is no doubt that many items im-
pact on prices, I think it is fair to say that one
of them is not wages, with only one wage rise of
2.3 per cent in the last year-before the recent
$10 which was recently awarded. The increases
are much more likely to be in the areas of
Government charges such as light and power.

I might add that one major chain told me last
year that it spent an additional $300 000 just
on electricity charges. A survey put out by the
Victorian Electricity Commission shows that
Western Australia has the second highest com-
mercial rates for power charges in Australia, so
one can see that that has a fairly significant
impact. There have been increased taxes on
items which have increased the prices being
charged. The value of the Australian dollar has
been falling quickly in recent years-it has re-
cently gone up a bit-resulting in increased
prices for imported goods. Coles tells me that
in the last year the group has made a profit of
1 .6c in the dollar on turnover, and only once in
the last 10 years has that figure reached 2c in
the dollar. That is a very small margin. The
results of Woolworths published recently
suggest that the profit margin there will be even
lower.

The SPEAKER: Order! Members, for some
time now I have been concerned about the level
of background conversation which goes on
when members are making their speeches. I
certainly do not want to take away your rights
to have discussions in this place while a speech
is going on, but I find members are tending to
ignore the person on his feet and speak in tones
which are far higher than necessary. Apart from
the fact that that is very rude, it also makes the
job of Mansard very difficult.

Mr WATT: Thank you, Mr Speaker. As I was
saying, clearly those results show the margins
being produced by the grocery retailers are very
small indeed.

Another area of concern about the price
watch scheme is that of the security relating to
the actual list of goods included in the check.
Already, I am told, many retailers are becom-
ing aware of what is on the list, and they may
well be tempted to artificially reduce the prices
of goods on the list in order to make their
stores look good when the list comes out.
Clearly that would also have the result of mis-
leading the public, and that would be difficult
to control. It is even possible-and I am cer-
tainly not suggesting this has happened, but it
is possible-that an unscrupulous price checker
might be persuaded by an unscrupulous grocer
to sell that list of grocery items to a store for
some personal gain. If that were to happen, it
would do absolutely nothing to assist the shop-
pers.

I wish also to comment about the method of
appointing Canis Bailey to the position she
occupies. I have never met Canis Bailey, and
have nothing against her personally.
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Mr Brian Burke: Thai is usually the forerun-
ner of a vicious attack on somebody.

Mr WATT: Not at all, but $80 000 a year is a
very lucrative contract.

Mr Brian Burke: How much?
Mr WATT: Sorry, over two years. For that

reason we are very critical of the fact that the
position was not advertised. Many people have
said to us they would have liked the oppor-
tun ity to apply for the job.

Mr Peter Dowding interjected.

Amendment to Motion
Mr WATT: I understand that. I therefore

move an amendment-
That the following words be added to

the motion-
but we regret to advise Your Excel-
lency that this House expresses its
strongest disapproval at the gross
waste of taxpayers' funds to finance a
Price Watch Scheme which will:

(a) tell the public what it already knows,
that food prices are rising;

(b) deceive the public about where the
cheapest food prices are available by
publishing out-of-date information;

(c) offer no proposed action to identify
the cause of the price rises such as
Government taxes, charges and poli-
cies;

(d) offer no remedy to help reduce prices;
(e) attack retailers who are already

involved in a highly competitive mar-
ket.

(f) utilise the services of a high profile
media personality at an excessive cost
to do a job which could have been
done from within existing Govern-
ment sources, and

(g) duplicate other price watch corn-
m ittees.

This House believes the Government
should abandon its Price Watch campaign
and instead direct the Public Accounts and
Expenditure Review Committee to exam-
ine and report to the House on the extent
to which Government taxes, charges and
policies have influenced and continue to
influence the upward movement of retail
prices in Western Australia.

MR CASH (Mt Lawley) [3.34 pm]: I second
the amendment moved by the member for
Albany. It is a very positive motion in so far as

it identifies once and for all the sham that price
watch really is. You know, Mr Speaker, as well
as other members in this House, that the
Government is currently paying $250 000 of
taxpayers' money to watch prices go up in
Western Australia, because that is all that the
current price watch scheme is achieving. We
are seeing printed in the paper every fortnight a
list of stores around Western Australia, and
what do we get from that? All we get is a mess-
age that prices in this State are going uip.

Why is the Government so negative in its
attitude to shoppers? Why could it not spend
$250 000 of taxpayers' money in a positive
way, aimed at attacking the problems of price
rises by trying to identify the various elements
that go into the reasons for costs going up the
way they do? We know the answer to that. The
answer is, of course, that the Government itself
is to blame. It is to blame because it is the
agency that continues to ram its own Costs and
charges up, and those increased charges are in
themselves pushed to the taxpayer, and to the
storekeepers, who end up by having to lift their
prices to try to cover some of the massive in-
creases that we in Western Australia have seen
in the last four years.

It is, without question, an electoral fraud on
the people of Western Australia. It is
interesting that, when it was announced, the
Premier himself was the one who wanted to be
up front and seen to be Mr Good Guy, or Mr
Nice Guy who would protect the taxpayers and
housewives of this State. Later, when public
comment was received on price watch, it be-
came very obvious that the public in Western
Australia were not fooled by this sham. They
recognised it was nothing more than a cosmetic
scheme aimed at getting the Premier, through
this department and by using a particular
journalist, some brownie points. But it did not
work. The housewives of Western Australia are
well aware that this Price Check scheme is
nothing more than a sham, and they know that
if they want to find out where the cheapest
prices are on any given day in Western
Australia, all they have to do is look at the
newspaper. Yet we have a Government which
is paying $250 000 for a two-year period, and
which is basically saying to the housewives of
Western Australia, "We do not believe that you
have the ability or the commonsense to turn
over the pages of the newspaper to look at the
various advertisements put in there by the big
grocery chains and distinguish for yourselves
the stores that are offering bargains in any par-
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ticular week." I say that that in itself is an
insult by the Government to housewives in
Western Australia.

Mrs Watkins: You have obviously never
shopped.

Mr CASH: The member for Joondalup says I
have never shopped, and quite obviously she
does not know the way I manage my house-
hold. In fact, much of the retail shopping done
at my place is done by me. Unbeknown to the
member for Joondalup, I have an electorate
office within a shopping centre, and it is con-
venient for me, and for my wife and family, for
me to go down on Thursday nights to the big
chain store at Dianella and make the purchases
for the family. So, in saying that because I am a
man I know nothing about prices the member
for Joondalup just shows us how shallow the
comments of that member can be. That is
another indication of the arrogance, not only of
the Premier in the way in which he addresses
this problem, but also of the member for
Joondalup who suggests that, if one is a man,
firstly one obviously does not do the shopping,
and secondly if one does do the shopping one
does not have the brains to work out which
score to go to. That is a disgraceful situation
and I believe she should be ashamed of herself.

Point of Order

Mr BRIAN BURKE: That is a gross misrep-
resentation by the member for Mt Lawley. The
member for Joondalup did not say that, and
the lack of brains of the member for Mt Lawley
is not related to his gender.

The SPEAKER: That may or may not be a
fact; nonetheless it is not a point of order.

Debate Resumed

Mrs Watkins:, You talk about people reading
advertisements in the newspaper. Sure, all the
chain stores do advertise, but there may be a
Coles store in Dianella and one in Wanneroo.
They do not necessarily have the same prices.

Mr CASH: Quite obviously the member for
Joondalup does not understand the amend-
ment before the House. in making those com-
ments the member really shows she was not
listening when the amendment was read out. I
am prepared to circulate to her a copy of the
amendment so that she may rise in a moment
and support the amendment. That is basically
what she is doing, by the comment she has
made.

The member should give me a go while I am
on my feet. I would more than welcome her
rising in a moment'and putting her point of
view in support of this amendment moved by
the member for Albany.

Every time an Opposition member gets to his
feet and makes a comment with which the
Premier does not agree, the Premier either
stands and takes points of order, most of which
are ruled out of order, or he issues a Press
statement and ridicules and derides the mem-
ber for having the audacity to launch an attack
on the Government.

Point of Order
Mr BRIAN BURKE: It is simply untrue to

say that I take a point of order whenever I
disagree with things said by people in this
Chamber. That is my point of order.

Debate Resumed
Mr CASH: Obviously the Premier did not

have a point of order, and I do not know
whether he was trying to play into my hands
inasmuch as he has just supported everything I
have just said.

He knows he is wasting $250 000 of tax-
payers' money. He has made a blue and he
cannot back out at this stage of the game. He
knows the Price Check scheme is no more than
window dressing, a fraudulent exercise
designed to hoodwink the public. He knows it
is becoming a bureaucratic fiasco inasmuch as
the people who are running the Price Check
scheme at the Department of Consumer Affairs
are themselves now very confused as to what is
going on.

What do the people of WA say about the
$250 000 to be spent? They say it could have
been spent in a more realistic and reasonable
way. For instance, it could have funded ad-
ditional police officers in this State, an area in
which the Premier is very touchy. One had only
to read last night's edition of the Daily News to
see that the Premier and the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services are not even prepared
to meet with representatives of the Police
Union to discuss the problems of police morale
and manpower. That is one area where the
$250 000 -could have been spent.

Perhaps the Premier could have spent the
money on additional prison officers; we saw
only two weeks ago that those officers were
about to go on strike because they could nut
accept the various cuts this Government was
making in their area of operation.
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Perhaps the money could have gone on pro-
viding additional hospital staff. We know that
at the moment there is a crisis in the medical
area and that nurses are most unhappy with the
way this Government has treated them. Per-
haps the money could have gone on Providing a
few extra hospital beds.

The $250 000 could have been spent on nu-
merous things rather than on this political
sham, which is designed to last two years, and
anyone who does his calculations will see that it
is to run out just prior to the 1989 State elec-
tions. What an absolute joke when we Find the
Premier, through the Minister for Consumer
Affairs, perpetrating this fraud on the people of
WA and using their money to inflict this fraud
on them. Price Check is a waste of taxpayers'
funds.

If the Minister for Consumer Affairs does
not believe that that is the case, he would do
well to speak with his Federal counterpart,
Hon. Barry Jones, who is charged in the Feder-
al scene with looking after the interests of con-
sumers.

M r Taylor: I have spoken with him.
Mr CASH: Then if the Minister is truthful he

will be able to confirm that Barry Jones be-
lieves that the Price Check scheme in WA is a
stunt. They are the very words Barry Jones
used recently when asked to comment on the
scheme.

Another senior ALP member, Senator But-
ton, was quoted in The Australian on 24
February under the banner headlines of, "most
worse off under ALP" as saying that most
people in the community are relatively worse
off as a result of the dramatic decline in
Australia's national income which, in turn, is a
result of our incapacity to market goods ad-
equately overseas. He also said that falling
commodity prices and the exclusion of many of
our agricultural products from traditional mar-
kets was an influence.

Mr Williams: Do you know that agricultural
exports have fallen by 23 per cent in the last 12
months?

Mr CASK: The member for Clontarf informs
me that agricultural exports have fallen by 23
per cent in the last 12 months and we are
spending $250000 of State money trying to
hide that from the people of this State. I won-
der when the Government dreamt up this pol-
itical ploy, this price watch scheme and
whether it thought all shoppers, both husbands
and wives, were stupid. The way it has gone
about the marketing of the scheme would seem

that that is basically the way it feels about
shoppers. It thought that, if it spent a quarter of
a million dollars producing some weird and
wonderful price watch scheme, it could con-
vince the people of Western Australia that it
was doing something about rising prices. We
know it has failed miserably.

A former Minis ter for Consumer Affairs in
this House, Mr Arthur Tonkin, said that he
believed that the price watch scheme was
purely a cosmetic scheme and a waste of
money. He also said that Australia was one of
the most over-regulated countries in the West-
ern world. We answer that criticism by
introducing another bureaucratic scheme to
add to that over-regulation.

Many people in this State like to shop at
shops of their own choice. They do not want to
be told by the Government that they should
shop at Smith's local deli because it has the
lowest prices in the State.

Let us look at the price watch report
published in this morning's paper. The store
with the lowest prices for this week is Supa-
Valu at Beaconsfield. The second placegetter is
Supa-Valu at Palmyra. Is the Government say-
ing to shoppers of this State that, if they want
to buy cheap tea, bread, milk, or honey, they
should go to the stores that sell the cheapest of
those items? Should shoppers go to the Supa-
Valu store in Beaconsfield to buy the cheapest
tea, then drive across to Palmyra to buy two
litres of milk, and then go to the third store
which is, this week, the Foodland store at Mid-
land? Should shoppers drive 25 miles to Mid-
land to buy the cheapest sugar? It is an absolute
joke.

The SPEAKER: What about Rockingham?

Mr CASH: Rockingham has not done very
well. In fact, the people from Rockingham have
probably gone to Midland to shop.

The logic of the whole thing seems to be that
if a shopper were prepared to spend $20 on
petrol going from one shop to another buying
the cheapest product, he would save on his
grocery bill, but he would have to spend $20 on
fuel, so he is still the loser.

Mr Court: It's a pity Canis Bailey did not
look into Government taxes and charges.

Mr CASH: That is the area that I now want
to get onto. I said earlier that the Government
is spending a quarter of a million dollars of
taxpayers' money on watching prices go up.
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Why does the Government not spend a quarter
of a million dollars on a positive study to try to
identify why prices are going up?

Recently. I had the opportunity of talking to
people in South Australia who have been
through the same exercise. They told me we
should not be worrying about increasing prices,
but should be considering what was forcing
stores to increase their prices. I was given a
chart which I want to show the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services because I know
he is able to comprehend pictures more than
words. The chart relates to the period 1981-86
and the figures are CPI-adjusted and emanate
from the Bureau of Statistics and other relevant
authorities. For the period 1981-86, food prices
in South Australia increased by 47.7 per cent.
For the same period the Consumer Price Index
increased by 53.97 per cent. Electricity charges
in the State increased by a massive 90.59 per
cent, which is an absolute joke. That increase
was double the increase in the price of food.
Telephone charges increased by 100 per cent,
workers' compensation by 113.62 per cent, and
water rates by 120 per cent, an increase almost
three times that of food prices over the same
period. Sales tax rates increased by 115 .7 per
cent and the cost of finance rose by 93.35 per
cent. Whom do we need to watch? We should
not be wasting our time watching retail prices,
but rather should be watching the increases in
Government charges, because it is those in-
creases that are influencing the increases in
prices across the board.

The fact is that supermarkets are doing their
level best to keep prices dawn.

Mr Court: They have to; it is a competitive
market.

Mr CASH: The member is right. However,
there is no competition in respect of Govern-
ment charges and we know that, in the last four
years, Government taxes and charges in this
State have risen dramatically with the comn-
pliance of the Burke Government. I guess this
price watch campaign is only window dressing
to hide the fact that the Burke Government has
raised its taxes and charges to such a degree. It
is a publicity-seeking stunt in an attempt to con
the people. The good news is, however, that the
people have not been conned. The bad news is
that it cost a quarter of a million dollars before
the Government was Prepared to recognise
that.

The .foltowing material was incorporated by
leave of the House-

Who needs watching?

COST INCREASE COMPARISON
FOR THE PERIOD FROM
1981 TO 1986.
FOOD PRICES-UP 47-7%
C.P.l. UP 53.97%
GOVERN MENT-CONTROLLED
ITEMS

ELECTRICITY UP 90.59%
TELEPHONE UP 100%
WORKERS COM P UP 113.62%
WATER RATES UP 120%
SALES TAX UP 11 5.7%*
COST OF FINANCE UP 93.35%'

*C.P.I. ADJUSTED (ABOVE FIGURES
SOURCED FROM BUREAU OF
STATISITICS OR RELEVANT
UTILITIES].
Supermarkets or governments?

Debate Resumed
MR TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie-Minister for

Consumer Affairs) (3.53 pm]: It is a pleasure
for me to be able to follow the previous two
speakers who both spoke about the Govern-
menit's Price Check campaign. They both spent
a good part of their speech talking about price
watch, as they were not able to get the name
right.

The member for Albany's arguments were
straightforward, as one expects from that mem-
ber. However, the member for Mt Lawley's ar-
gument was disappointing. He is always pre-
pared to twist facts and, in his speech, he
twisted interjections, first from the member for
Joondalup, and then from the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services, to suit himself.
Chubby Checker would have been proud of the
member for Mt Lawley.

The member for Mt Lawley's speech
reminded me of a comment by Harold
Macmillan in the House of Commons in the
days of the Profumno affair when he said that to
lie in the nude is not rude, but to lie in the
House is obscene. Perhaps the member for Mt
Lawley should bear that in mind when he talks
about this area and about other areas for which
he has responsibility.

Mr Mensaros: Your argument also rests on
personal attack.

Mr TAYLOR: I normally do not begin my
speeches by attacking a member, but I can only
respond to the sort of comments made by the
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member for Mt Lawley. It is always my inten-
tion to respond in a positive and truthful man-
ner in respect of all matters.

As Minister for Consumer Affairs I am very
proud of the work done by the Price Check
Unit in the Department of Consumer Affairs. I
am also proud of the work done by Canis
Bailey. I am amazed that the Opposition can-
not come up with one straightforward, compre-
hensive solution or suggestion to improve Price
Check. Neither of the members who spoke pre-
viously has been able to do that because they
could not think of anything better to suggest to
keep a watch ont prices in this State.

I believe that Price Check has been both
comprehensive and well-organised in the short
time it has been operating. Canis Bailey and the
other people involved in it have established the
best price check scheme in this nation. The
whole aim of Price Check is to ensure that
shoppers are able to get value for money. We
have been able to respond to shoppers' needs.

The first check was subject to much criti-
cism. It was suggested that the whole range of
supermarkets in Australia should be looked at.'We have extended Price Check to include
supermarkets in all major regional centres in
Western Australia in th~e way people wanted.
We have received 800 telephone calls in re-
lation to Price Check, of which 85 per cent
have supported what Canis Bailey and the other
people in the unit are doing.

1 think this Price Check campaign is ex-
tremely important because prices cannot be
ignored. There is no doubt, when one looks at
the figures for recent years, that wages have
been held down in comparison with prices.
Wage and salary earners have played their part
in holding down costs. We should all play a
part in holding down those costs. Average
weekly earnings figures over recent years show
that earnings in this State have increased by
only 6 or 7 per cent. When considering that
figure, we should also consider that 60 per cent
of Western Australians earn less than the aver-
age weekly wage. It is therefore an inherent pant
of this Government's responsibilties to ensure
wage and price responsibility. The aim of Price
Check, therefore, is to lei people know what is
and is not available for various prices in vari-
ous supermarkets in Western Australia.

Mr MacKinnon interjected.

Mr TAYLOR: I will be supported by a
Government backbencher who will tell us
about what the previous Government did to

attack price rises in this State and the Leader of
the Opposition was a Minister in that Govern-
ment.

We will make that little comparison of the
Opposition's last four years in Government
and our first four years, and the Opposition
may not like it. It was not appropriate at all.

Mr Brian Burke: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition has superficial knowledge of those things
and he will be interested to learn.

Mr TAYLOR: The Leader of the Opposition
was a rower; was he a lightweight rower too?

Mr MacKinnon: Yes.
Mr TAYLOR: I thought he might have been.
The Price Check in fact covers something

like 15 000 prices each time it is carried out. Rt
involves 262 supermarkets in Western
Australia, including a number in country areas.
That check of i5 000 prices is done over a 48-
hour Period which is better than anything that
could be done by the Australian Bureau of Stat-
istics or any other price checking organ isation
in this country.

The members for Albany and Mt Lawley re-
ferred to the cost. The cost of the scheme works
out at 1.5c a week for every family in Western
Australia in the course of a year. The important
side of this particular debate is, in fact, the
saving side; wvhat savings consumers can gain
from the Price Check campaign. I refer to the
last Price Check report produced in today's
newspaper which states-

In our first survey, nearly 70% of stores
checked had a basket price less than $ 100.
Today's results-the first with our second
basket of everyday groceries-show more
than 9 1% of stores under $ 100; thanks to
increased competition.

I suggest that the reason 91 per cent of stores
now have a list of items under $ 100 ini terms of
total cost is that we have been publishing these
lists and people have been able to make com-
parisons. It has put extra pressure on the super-
market chains to perform and we have seen
that performance. I would go so far as to say
that since price checking started we have seen a
remarkable fall in the price for this basket of
goods we have looked at. The reason for that is
that supermarkets are being placed on their
mettle from the point of view of prices.

In fact, the Price Check is capable of saving
consumers something like $2 a week or even
more on the overall cost of the grocery bill. If
Price Check were able to bring the prices down
by $2 a week, which is a minimal figure, for
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every family in Western Australia-I believe it
is pretty close to the truth-the savings to the
community as a whole would be something like
$40 million a year. If we are able to save that
$40 million for consumers in Western
Australia, the cost of that saving is 1.5c a week
for every family. Those are the figures we
should be looking at in this Parliament and
Legislative Assembly rather than adopting the
knock-knock style of this Opposition.

In relation to this amendment to the Ad-
dress-in-Reply, I thought we would at least be
presented by the Opposition with an idea; that
is, they would say they do not like the Price
Check scheme but this is what the Government
shouild do. The first suggestion made by the
Opposition was to set up a comimittee. That has
now faded into oblivion and the only thing
the Opposition now has is a knock-knock story.
Nothing positive whatsoever has been
suggested except that the matter should be re-
fered to the Public Accounts and Expenditure
Review Committee. The member for Albany
should know as well as I do that that suggestion
falls well outside the terms of reference of that
committee.

Other matters were raised, one in relation to
specials. The member for Mt Lawley,
attempting to demonstrate his expertise in
these matters, said that consumers can look at
the prices published each week by the maior
retail chains and make their own comparisons.
He did not mention that the stores do not pub-
lish their ordinary prices, they publish only the
weekly specials. He also failed to mention that
the scheme has shown that prices in Coles for
example may be different in the northern sub-
urban stores from those in Fremantle; in fact,
apart from the differences from chain to chain
there are also differences from store to store. It
is an important point which cannot be
overlooked and that is one of the reasons Price
Check is so important.

I will deal briefly with the suggestion made a
couple of weeks ago by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition about the work being done by an Albury-
Wodonga price watchers group. He made great
play of the fact that this group showed that
prices were much higher and that it had
done so for much less cost. We have checked
with this voluntary group, which appears to be
well intentioned. However, we have asked for
information and not yet received it because the
group has not printed a final report. Also its
basket contains 20 items compared with the 50
items in our scheme. The prices are collected
over six days and no weighting is used in re-

spect of the 20 items. I do flat want to be seen
as putting down a useful volunteer group in the
community but I also would not take the line of
the Leader of the Opposition of using such a
group from a political point of view to say that
it is doing something that it is not. It has shown
that in Western Australia OUr Price Check in
comparison to the Albury-Wodonga price
check and the quality of the goods delivered to
the public of Western Australia is outstanding.

I turn briefly also to the matter of fees and
charges. Another Government member will
deal with this in More detail at a later stage. A
comparison of fees and charges in this State
from 1981-82 and 1982-83, the period of the
last Government, and 1983-84 to 1986-87
shows that in areas such as transport, hospitals,
electricity, water, Westrail, and third party in-
surance, in every single case the cost of price
increases on an average basis was lower for this
Government than for the previous Govern-
ment.

I refer members to a quarterly Consumer
Price Index table-the all-groups index-
which shows the contribution of selected State
and local government charges to the total
change in index points on a quarterly basis.
The table shows that for December 1986 in
Western Australia, of the total change in the
CPI, equal to I00, eight per cent is attributed to
State and local government taxes and charges.

Mr MacKinnon, What did it show for
September?

Mr TAYLOR: The figure for September was
about 15 or 16 per cent. It was higher but not a
lot higher and it is certainly not at the level the
Opposition suggests.

At the same time members of Parliament
and consumers recognise the importance of
Government prices and the necessity of keep-
ing them down as much as possible. On the one
side the Opposition suggests that we keep
prices down but on the other side the Leader of
the Opposition travels around the countryside
making promises left, right and centre that his
party will build schools, put on extra nurses
and employ speech therapists.

Mr MacKinnon: Where?
Mr TAYLOR: Down in the south west, in the

Bunbury region.
Mr MacKinnon: Which particular centre?
Mr TAYLOR: The intellectually handi-

capped centre in Bunhury. The Leader of the
Opposition promises those sorts of things
around the countryside.
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I know that in his electorate of Murdoch he
was quick to put out a petition that there
should be a school in one of the new growth
areas and he has said that he will work to en-
sure that a school is provided. However, at the
same time he is talking to business people say-
ing that there must be cutbacks in Government
expenditure. He is sufficiently intellectually
dishonest to say these things to business people
white telling other people in the community
that he will give them more. Members must
make up their minds, they cannot have it both
ways.

I want to refer to some of the criticisms of
Price Check scheme. Most of the criticisms
have come from people who are directly
involved in this area. For example, the Coles
chief found it difficult to come to grips with the
scheme. The President of the Confederation of
Western Australian Industry, who represents
some of these groups, found it difficult to come
to grips with it. A friend of mine, the executive
director of the WA Chamber of Commerce,
also attacked the scheme.

One of the most important things which the
economy needs is the ability for consumers to
have a far greater knowledge of the way the
economy works. A perfect market needs a per-
fect knowledge situation. We do not have a
perfect market, but we can improve the degree
of knowledge of people in respect of grocery
prices in Western Australia, and that is very
important.

The scheme is attacked by Foodland. One
would expect that. A letter in The West
Australian in March read-

Why is everyone whingeing about the
excellent Price Watch idea?

It should be very clear to everyone read-
ing criticisms from big business associ-
ations that big business doesn't give a fig
about keeping prices down.

Its only concerns are big profits.
The WA Government cannot keep

prices down but it will help to keep big
business competitive and to keep the pub-
lic informed on overcharging.

That is what we intend to do. There is no prob-
lem whatsoever in keeping the public informed,
as suggested in that letter. Not only have we to
keep the public informed in this area, but we
have the capability, with this Price Check
scheme, to save families in this community a
minimum of $40 million over the course of a
year so that they can provide for their families.

M r Court: That is absolute nonsense.
Mr TAYLOR: It is not absolute nonsense.

Price Check has shown the average price of
grocery items has decreased over a whole range
of areas, and those figures are putting pressure
on the supermakets to hold their prices down.
If that is not the case, it is shown here in these
Price Check figures, If the supermarket people
are holding the prices down anyhow, this is
what I challenge them to do.

I challenge them to provide publicly, or to me
as Minister for Consumer Affairs in a confiden-
tial fashion on a monthly basis, details of all
price increases they have on their shelves over
the whole range of goods. Should they provide
that to me on a confidential basis to show that
they have confidence in holding prices
down-

Mr Court: Absurd!
Mr TAYLOR: It is possible. They can do it,

and I challenge them to do it. The Government
does not support the very weak amendment to
the Address-in-Reply moved by the Oppo-
sition.

MR LEWIS (East Melville) [4.14 pm]: I sup-
port this amendment, and I would like to show
why this Government has brought on this
sleight of hand called Price Check. The first
reason is to convince the socialists and the left
wing in the Labor movement in this country.
Let us not forget that they have taken a real
battering under the socialist Government we
have int this country at the moment. This Price
Check is to convince these socialists on the left
and their supporters that indeed the Labor
Government is prepared to do something about
it. Whether it is right or wrong, the Govern-
ment needs to be seen to be trying to do some-
thing about holding down prices to placate the
supporters of the Labor Government.

The other reason is to try to convince and to
dupe the public of Western Australia that this
Government is really concerned about prices.
That is the other reason for this Price Check or
whatever members wish to call it.

Mr Read: Why are you getting upset about
it?

Mr LEWIS: I am not getting upset. I seem to
upset the member every time I speak. This
Price check is an absolute fizzer. The Premier
has suffered very badly with his credibility on
this one because it is the Premier's baby. Con-
trary to what the Minister for Consumer Af-
fairs, who has now left the Chamber, said, this
whole scheme has been universally condemned.
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The public has described the scheme in such
terms as astonishing, naive, clumsy, and an ex-
pensive fiasco, and it has condemned the
secrecy surrounding the scheme. No-one knows
what is in the basket except the supermarket
proprietors. The public does not know, but the
supermarket proprietors know what is in the
basket. It contains such things as turpentine,
shoelaces, methylated spirits-things which
everyone needs every week, of course! In fact
the whole scheme has been accused of' being
politically inept, valueless, a monumental fraud
and an irresponsible squandering of public re-
sources.

I cannot refer to one commentator or organ-
isation which has any support for this scheme.
In The West Australian of 17 March, the edi-
torial said that it did not take long for the
Government's bold new attack on excessive
prices to be shown up for what it is, a political
gimmick. The editorial continued-

It has been unmasked by the very man
charged with making it a success-Science
Minister Barry Jones-

That shows that this whole Price Check is a
ploy by Federal and State Labor Governments
in this country to try to convince Australians
and the public of Western Australia that they
are interested in prices after their disastrous
policies of taxing and charging, which have
resulted in the cost of commodities within
Australia going through the roof.

1 should like to quote again from the edi
torial in The West Australian of 17 March,
which says that this whole exercise, the West-
ern Australian Government's new Price Check
campaign, is designed to make the people think
that the Government is doing something about
inflation.

Inflation in this country is presently running
at 10 per cent. This is a scheme to tr to con-
vince the unionists and the working people of
this country that the Government is interested
in trying to keep prices down when the Govern-
ment is the real reason we have huge increases
in prices.
..The editorial goes on to say-

Ironically, Federal and State govern-
ments are doing something about inflation.
Feeding it with excessive taxes, CPI-iinked
excises and ever-increasing charges-such
as petrol taxes and power bills-which in-
evitably hit consumers in the form of
higher prices.

That is the real reason. For the benefit of the
member on the back seat. I said the CPI, so he
had better get his ears checked.

Let us rook at another editorial; it appeared
in The West Australian of 25 February, 1987.1It
is headed "Overpriced", and reads-

The Burke government's price-watch
scheme might have some psychological
value, but it smacks of gimmickry-and
costly gimmickry at that.

It is hardly the sinister threat to private
competition that at least one business
group has suggested, but the major
objection to the scheme is valid: It is a
waste of taxpayers' money.

That makes two editorials of Tire West
A ustralian newspape r ded icated to ex pos ing the
fraud of what Price Check is really about. Then
we have the article in Business World, which is
headed "Price check is naive", and begins-

The price-check project by the State
Government under which it will monitor
and publish price lists from major retail
chains is a clumsy and naive attempt to
address the very serious problem of
Australia's 10% inflation rate and the
rising cost of living.

We can then point to an article in the Sunday
Times dated 1 5 March. The Minister said only
industry groups had condemned price watch
and Price Check, yet this article reads in part-

The State Government's controversial
$250 000 price-watch campaign is already
showing signs of being an expensive fiasco.

Barely a week old, the campaign-
designed to investigate and publish prices
of a selected list of consumer goods-has
brought irate reactions from shopkeepers
and the public.

How true. The article goes on-

Shopkeepers describe the campaign, led
by former ABC journalist Canis Bailey, as
an unnecessary waste of governirient
money.

The Minister for Consumer Affairs also re-
ferred to letters to the editor supporting Price
Check, but in The West Australian of 13 March
1987 there are five letters condemning the
scheme. One is headed "'Value report' is
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valueless". Another is headed "Housewife is at
a loss". Members should listen to this one,
headed "Astonishing contradictions"-

What an astonishing event was the
Burke-Bailey launch of Price Check (Mar.
1 0).

In the advertisement in page 20 of The
West Australian Burke claims that
..research has shown that providing cus-
tomers with price information leads to
lower prices," while immediately opposite
in page 21 Bailey asserts that: "Price
Check can't stop prices going up-
nothing's that easy."

How true. I respect the frankness of Miss
Bailey. On that same page of letters to the edi-
tor. one correspondent admits to being
stumped for words, It reads-

Well, I am almost stumped for words!
Two pages of that monumental fraud Price
Check on March 10 tells a housewife at
Arniadale that if she drives over to Mid-
land she can save $3.93 on $ 100 worth of
groceries. No mention of the cost of
fuel..

The letters go on and on. The scheme is
nothing but an absolute fraud. As previous
speakers have suggested, even the previous
Minister for Consumer Affairs, the ex-member
for Morley-Swan who was then a Minister in
Mr Burke's Government, said it was an absol-
ute fraud, a waste of money, and nothing but a
cosmetic exercise.

Mr Court: He was so disgusted that he re-
signed.

Mr LEWIS: That is true. Let us see what one
of' our more respected political journalists in
Western Australia, Mr Peter Kennedy, said. He
said, "is it fair to ask whose real interests are
being served? Price check-a question of
timing?" That is the lead of an article by Peter
Kennedy, which goes on to say-

'it smacks of convenience'.
The State Government's new $250 000

"Price Check" initiative has all the hall
marks of a political gimmick. And an ex-
pensive one at that.

In political terms it may be successful.
The interesting thing is that the Price Check
scheme is a nonsense because since 1983 food
prices have risen by only 26 per cent. Food
prices are restrained because retailers operate
in a very competitive market. It is interesting
to note also that since 1983 the inflation rate
has been 31 per cent, so food prices have

moved five points below the inflation rate in
the last three years. It was therefore a very
cynical and nonsensical move to set up this
Price Check exercise, It will achieve nothing
but a gross waste of $250 000-worth of funds
which would be better directed into trying to
put people into housing in this "Year of Shel-
ter"

The Minister for Consumer Affairs referred
to the proprietors of supermarkets being the
only ones to have anything bad to say about
Price Check. Of course, the General Manager
of Coles hit the nail on the head when he drew
attention to the fact that prices had moved only
26 pe r cent i n t he last t hree yea rs. I n The West
Australian of Friday, 24 October 1986, after
the release of Premier Burke's Budget for 1986-
87, an article appeared. This is the real reason
for Price Check-it is a smokescreen to try to
convince the public of Western Australia that
the Governiment is not the real root cause of
inflation or increased prices, that the Govern-
ment is not the reason that it is costing our
housewives and families in this State more
every week, and why they are finding it harder
to eke out what they earn to try to make it go
around.

Before Price Check was ever mooted The
West Australian of Friday, 24 October 1986 ran
the headline "WA rises blamed on Govern-
ment fees". That is the true reason for Price
Check. that is the true reason our prices are
supposed to have been moving. It is not the
cost of groceries or consumer items but the cost
of Government fees, taxes, and charges that
has caused the people of Western Australia to
find it harder every week to make their budget
go around and to buy the necessities of life.

Mr Thomas: Do you have any figures on
that?

Mr LEWIS: I do not want to waste the time
of the Parliament, but if the member for
Welshpool really wants me to give him some
figures, I will do so.

Mr Thomas: I want to ask a question. What
proportion of the CPI comes from Government
taxes and charges?

Mr LEWIS: I will read out a few increases
that have occurred since 1983. Food has
increased by 26 per cent. The CPI has
increased by 31 per cent. The total State tax-
ation has gone up by 8I per cent. Tobacco tax
has risen by 180 per cent and State fuel tax by
125 per cent.

Mr Thomas: That is not what I asked.
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Mr LEWIS: But the member for Welshpool is
going to get it anyway, chapter and verse, be-
cause he asked me to give him some figures on
whether the Government caused the increases.

Mr Thomas: You said Government taxes
and charges put the CPI up.

Mr LEWIS: State liquor taxes have risen by
57 per cent, and domestic water excess charges
by 32 per cent. That is about the only one close
to the CPl figure. Domestic gas and electricity
charges have risen by 51 per cent, and car regis-
tration stamp duty by 100 per cent. I could go
on and on, yet the member for Welshpool has
the gall to ask whether there are any figures
that demonstrate that the Government has
been the cause of the increased cost of living in
Western Australia.

Mr Thomas: You asserted that Government
taxes and charges drove up the CPI. What fig-
utres do you have to prove that?

Mr LEWIS: I can read them out again and
again. State taxation has gone up by a massive
80 per cent under the Burke Government. As a
matter of fact, State Government taxes now
account for a bill of $3 000 a year for a family
of five.

Mr P. J. Smith: That is stretching the old
statistics a bit.

Mr LEWIS: The member for Bunbury would
know all about it-he is a real expert. Why
does he not get up and say a few words about
it? We are waiting with bated breath. State
Government spending was over $3.4 bill ion in
the past year, amounting to a cost of almost
$12 000 a year for a family of five. This rep-
resents a 47 per cent increase since the last year
of the Liberal Government. Yet the Minister
has the gall to say that the rates of increases
were more during the time of the Liberal
Government than during the time of the Burke
Government.

What nonsense! All we have to do is to com-
pare the inflation rate over those years. During
the period of the Liberal Government inflation
was running at around 15 per cent. However,
the CPI over the time of the Burke Labor
Government has been lucky to run at five per
cent or six per cent, whereas this year it is 10
per cent. That is the reason the rates of increase
under the Liberal Government were more than
those we have seen under the Burke Govern-
ment; the inflation rate under the Liberal
Government was twice what it is today.

We know that the inflation kings in this
country are the socialists on the other side of
the Chamber. Food prices in Australia today
are the lowest i n the developed world.

Let us consider what Senator Button has had
to say; let us see what he has said that a Labor
Government has done to our country. What a
terrible thing this is for a senior Federal Labor
Minister to admit. I quote from an article
headed "Most worse off under ALP: Button",
as follows-

A senior federal minister yesterday con-
ceded that pensioners, families with young
children and wage earners generally were
worse off as a result of the Hawke Govern-
menit's economic policies.

Are members opposite proud to hear that a
senior Federal Minister boasts that most people
in the community-pensioners, young people
and wage earners-are worse off under this
socialist Hawke Labor Government? Let me
hear them say it, because that is the truth of it.

What are we going to do about it? Every time
legislation is introduced into Parliament under
a Liberal Government, it will be accompanied
by an impact statement that will spell out to the
Parliament and the people of Western
Australia just exactly how much that piece of
legislation is to cost the people of th is State.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member is
having to shout inordinately loudly to be heard.

Mr LEWIS: When we become the Govern-
ment in a little under 20 months we will ensure
that every single Bill introduced is ac-
companied by an impact statement that will
cause the authors of the legislation to spell out
clearly the cost of the Bill to the Government
a nd to t he people of Western Austral ia.

That is a positive initiative that we under-
take to implement. Members opposite can
smile if they like, but I would like to see them
rise and deny that they see this sort of initiative
as having a low priority and that they have
struck it from their platform because they are
no longer interested in this sort of thing.

Thec Pri ce Check scheme i s -an i nsultI to -the
electorate. The people of this State have been
treated like dummies who do not know what is
involved with prices. It was an absolute scam
to dupe the public into thinking that the
Government was doing something for them.
The scheme is a waste of money and it has
come unstuck.
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MRS HENDERSON (Gosnells) [4.33 pm):
As I was listening to Opposition members it
occurred to me that one of their key problems
is that they have no alternative, no remedy to
the problem facing the community, and only
for the first time with the last speaker did I
perceive the beginning of a suggestion of what
the Opposition would do to deal with prices,
and what an interesting suggestion it was.
Every time a Bill comes before the Parliament
the Opposition will undertake a study of its
impact on the community. I am sure it will be
of great assistance to the people doing their
shopping on Thursday night or Saturday morn-
ing to hear what the Bill will mean to them.

The SPEAKER: Order! Members should
look at the time. Not even one minute has
elapsed, and already there have been five inter-
jections. I have told you lime and time again
that I am not about to Stop interjections, but
for goodness sake, let a member get out the
theme of his or her speech before you start
interjecting. This is ridiculous.

Mrs HENDERSON: At the outset let us ac-
cept that the Opposition has no alternative to
Price Check and that during the whole of the
contributions of Opposition speakers this after-
noon they have put forward no suggestion as to
what they would do to lower prices.

They know that the traditional argument
they have used in this place time and time
again, which is that high wages are pushing up
prices, has fallen flat on its face.

In 1986 there were only two wage increases.
both very small. Obviously the rawe at which
prices have gone up has been greater. We had
two national wage increases in 1986, the first
granting an increase of 2.3 per cent and the
second an increase of 3.8 per cent. The fact that
those wage increases were so restrained while
prices continued to rise obviously showed the
Government that something needed to be
done. But the Opposition has had nothing to
suggest what ought to be done.

Whenever the Opposition does not have an
argument, it is interesting that its members fall
back on that old red herring of, "What about
Government taxes and charges?" The reason
for falling back to this point is that they saw
how effective the Price Check scheme has been.
They saw that the price watch groups set up by
Federal Labor members, using volunteers, were
working extremely well. When the State
Government said it would extend such a
scheme right across the State so that all citizens
would benefit from this increased level of com-

petition, the Opposition was extremely con-
cerned, so it tried to throw in a red herring of
saying we should not worry about prices in
supermarkets but about Government taxes and
charges. As the Opposition introduced this
theme, I would like to dwell on it for a short
time,

If we look at some of the most basic and
important Government services, I guess at the
top of the list we would find electricity. Not too
many households have their own generators
and almost everyone has to pay the going rate
for electricity. In 1980, electricity tariffs went
up 17 per cent, in 1981 they went up 16 per
cent; and in 1982 they went up 13 per cent. So
in three years the increases were 17 per cent, 16
per cent, and 13 per cent, making a total of 53
per cent. When the Labor Party came to power
in 1983 electricity tariffs went up 15 per cent,
and that compares favourably with the three
previous years. In 1984 the increase was 3.8 per
cent and in 1985 it was again 3.8 per cent; in
other words in 1984 and 1985 electricity tariffs
went up by less than the rate of inflation. I do
not recollect hearing any accolades from the
Opposition for this Government's managing to
keep down the price of the most basic and es-
sential commodity required by every house-
hold. The increase was less than the inflation
rate. So, over the first three years of the Burke
Government electricity tariffs increased by 23
per cent compared with 53 per cent under the
last three years of the Liberal Government.

How can the Opposition came in here time
and time again and talk about State taxes and
charges going up more under our Government
than their Government? The facts show
otherwise.

In 1986 electricity tariffs increased by 12 per
cent. Even over the four-year period the aver-
age increase was far below what it had been
during the Liberal's term in office when it
increased, for the years 1974 to 1982, I8 per
cent, 26 per cent, 13 per cent, 19 per cent,
seven per cent, three per cent (an election year),
17 per cent, 16 per cent, and 1 3 per cent. They
are very h igh increases year after year.

We have the same kind of picture with gas.
In 1980 the increase was 24 per cent; in 198 1 it
was 16 per cent; in 1982 it was 14 per cent. We
have a total increase of 66 per cent for the price
of gas over t hose t hree years.

During the three years of our Government
the increases were as follows: 1983, 1 5 per cent;
1984, 3.8 per cent, which was less than in-
flation; 1985, 3.8 per cent. Overall for the First
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three years in office, our Government
increased the price of gas by 23 per cent
whereas during the previous three years of the
Liberal Government the increase was 66 per
cent, almost three limes as great a level of in-
crease.

I refer to third party motor vehicle in-
surance; in the three-year period from 1980-82
it rose by 176 per cent. It used to be the most
dreaded increase for every car owner. In 1983,
1984, and 1985 there was no increase in third
party motor vehicle insurance under the Labor
Government. In 1986, after three years of no
increases, the charge increased by 10 per
cent-a modest increase. The member for Fast
Melville said there was a 100 per cent increase
in 1986 over 1985. 1 have never heard such a
dishonest use of figures-to say that an in-
crease from nothing to 10 per cent is an in-
crease of 100 per cent. That was one of the
most remarkable comparisons;, there were no
increases for three years under the Labor
Government compared with a total increase of
176 per cent over the previous three years
under the Liberal Government.

It is the same story with water rates. In 1980
to 1982 fixed charges went up by 90 per cent;
between 1983 and 1985 they went up 10 per
cent, and in 1986 by 7.1I per cent. If one looks
at the average annual water account, apart
from the rates, one sees that between 1980-82
these accounts increased by 63 per cent
whereas between 1983-85 the same account
went up by 22.6 per cent. That is one third of
the increase under the Liberal Government.
Sewerage rates show the same thing. In the
three-year period 1980-82 sewerage rates rose
by 44 per cent;, in 1983-85, the first three years
of the Labor Government, sewerage rates went
up by I8 per cent, and in 1986 by 9.5 per cent.

Let us look at Stateships' freight rates. Be-
tween 19 80-82 these freight rates went up by 40
per cent under a Liberal Government; in 1983-
85 they went up by 16.5 per cent. Freight rates
are obviously a very important component of
prices, and the Opposition argument that
Government taxes and charges have increased
prices has been discounted on two major and
very obvious examples. The Minister showed
in his speech that the component of the CPI
which is Government taxes and charges is very
small, and 1 have shown conclusively that elec-
tricity and gas charges, motor vehicle costs.
water, sewerage, and Stateships' rates have
increased by one half to one third of the pre-
vious Liberal Government's increases.

I am amazed the Opposition constantly puts
forward that furphy. The figures speak for
themselves. The Opposition has a problem in
this area because it knows that prices have been
going up and that something needs to be done,
so it throws the focus on State Government
charges. It does not say what it will do. It is
difficult for the Opposition because if it says it
will increase State Government taxes and
charges by less than the present Government
increases it must look at where it will get the
money from.

Will it come from Canberra? That would
cause some problems because the Opposition's
Liberal colleagues in Canberra cannot make up
their minds. Their elusive tax policy eludes all
of us. It reminds me of a comic book which was
popular 20 years ago--The Phantom-it is a
very elusive document and a very elusive fig-
ure. We have been waiting for weeks for the
Howard tax policy to surface and we have not
seen it. I guess he is waiting for the Joh policy
to surface. The coalition is having its problems.
We know there are two possible elements in the
tax policy, and it is interesting to see what the
effect of these will be on the State.

One of the proposals may be a 25 per cent
flat tax. I guess the Liberals are having diffi-
culty deciding whether the coalition will accept
that basic tenet of Joh philosophy. What would
a 25 per cent flat tax do here? It is a simplistic
and very appealing proposition, but when we
look at it closely and examine it we see that 70
per cent of people would pay more tax under
that scheme. I guess the Opposition is not hold-
ing its breath to see whether a 25 per cent flat
tax scheme would give more money to
Canberra which would enable the Opposition
to keep State taxes and charges down.

John Howard has suggested greater reliance
on indirect taxation, but that would
immediately have an impact on food prices. It
would affect the prices in the supermarket
which the Opposition claims to be so con-
cerned about. If John Howard introduced a
policy of a broadly based indirect tax what
would the Opposition come up with to restrain
prices?

The member for East Melville quoted vari-
ous newspaper editorials in his speech; I would
like to quote someone who is not normally
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noted' as being a left-wing commentator,
Katharine West, who said in The Australian
yesterday-

Electorally decisive small business
voters are growing increasingly tired of
waiting for Mr Howard to offer the lead on
tax.

Mr Lewis: What has that to do with prices?
Mrs HENDERSON: It has to do with where

the Opposition will get the money from to keep
down taxes and charges if it gets into Govern-
ment.

Mr Lewis: You are admitting taxes and
charges cause it, are you?

Mrs HENDERSON: No, I am not, but if the
Opposition thinks it can keep taxes and charges
lower than we have it should say where the
magic money is coming from. John Howard
has not assisted the Opposition by offering any
suggestion as to where it is coming from.

Katharine West went on to say-
Certainly, the longer he leaves the re-

lease of his party's tax policy, the more
defensive and evasive he will sound-just
as he sounded in so many media inter-
views this week.

Further on it states-
The more Mr Howard continues to abro-

gate his policy responsibility, the less re-
spect he commands from increasingly
embattled families and family businesses.

Katharine West concludes by saying-
Mr Howard and Mr Sinclair seem rooted

to a particularly unproductive spot, Con-
templating their own ingrown political
toenail.

Mr Watt: Would you regard Katharine
West's opinions as ones you would normally
agree with?

Mrs HENDERSON: No, I would not, but the
member for East Melville quoted a number of
commentators and asked us to produce one
commentator who agrees with the kind of poli-
cies we are putting forward. I have produced a
national commentator who I would have
thought would normally be in line with the
Opposition's philosophy. She is asking what is
wrong with the Opposition; .where is its tax
policy; where is the money coming from; how
will it keep State taxes and charges down if it
has no policy?

Mr Lewis: Name one commentator who has
agreed with Price Check.

Mrs HENDERSON: I have not seen any
commentators, other than editorial writers on
newspapers, who have commented on it.

Mr Lewis: I gave you chapter and verse.

Mrs HENDERSON: And I have just given
chapter and verse. It is interesting that those
people who are most affected by it, those
people for whom competition is highlighted by
having their prices broadcast throughout the
State, are not too keen on it. We have heard
their comments read this afternoon. The Oppo-
sition is supposed to be the panty of private
enterprise, the marketplace, and open compe-
tition. Why should it have such a strong
objection to the publication of prices which
enhance and highlight competition?

Mr Court: It is deceitful,

Mrs HENDERSON: What is deceitful about
advertisements? What can be the Opposition's
objection to putting those prices in a table form
so people can see them?

One of the big problems is that the Federal
Opposition is in disarray. It has no policy on
where it will get finance for the State. It is
nonsense for the Opposition to say it will some-
how find money to keep increases in taxes and
charges lower than we have done, and which
for two years was below the rate of inflation.
Our party at a Federal level, for the first time in
history, has introduced income tax cuts. That
must be very painful for the Opposition, be-
cause it shows that in terms of economic man-
agement the Opposition has no direction
whereas the Federal Labor Government is
doing the job and has been able to cut personal
income tax which gives people more money to
spend.

When the Opposition runs out of arguments
it resorts to two tactics. One is personal abuse
of the people involved in the scheme, and there
has been a lot of personal abuse of Canis Bailey
and a lot of abuse about her salary.

I would like to refer to questions put on no-
tice on 2 April which asked about the appoint-
ment of the Director of the Price Monitoring
Unit, how the position was advertised and, if it
was advertised, when it was advertised. What
the question was saying was that the position
was not advertised in the normal way, and it
was done in a way which does not fit in with
the normal scheme of things. This appointment
was a temporary position for a fixed term, and
in the normal circumstances it is not necessary
for the position to be advertised. The Oppo-
sition should know that.

688



[Tuesday, 28 April 1987] 8

Mr Lewis: Is it not reasonable to ask ques-
tions?

Mrs HENDERSON: Let me tell the Oppo-
sition. it said that there was no personal abuse.

The third question asked was, "Other than a
high public profile, what qualifications were
sought in the successful applicant?"

An Opposition member interjected.
Mrs HENDERSON: If the members of the

Opposition cannot read between the lines, I
can. It says, "Here is a person with a high
media profile and how is it that she can get the
job and what were the other things required of
this applicant?" This person has had extensive
experience in investigative journalism which is
a key quality required in a price check exercise.
When it comes down to it, the Opposition
knows that the scheme is working, the public
appreciate it, and people watch for the adver-
tisements every time they appear. They know
that, in fact, the price of the basket of goods has
fallen constantly and they know it is making a
big impact.

What does the Opposition do? It throws in
comments like, "Imagine people driving from
Midland to Nedlands to do their shopping."
What nonsense. Obviously the Opposition does
not have the beginning of an understanding of
what the scheme is about. The scheme is not
designed to get people to drive from Nedlands
to Midland to do their shopping. The scheme
has succeeded in doing what it set out to do,
and that was to highlight the differences be-
tween shops and to bring down the price of the
basket of goods in that shop.

The member far East Melville said, "Why do
you not tell us what is in the basket?" What
stupidity! How can we have a scheme that is
meant to have a sample of goods in a grocery
store and show whether the prices on average
are higher or lower, if we broadcast what is in
the basket? Obviously the price of everything in
the basket would go down and everything else
in the shop would go up. It indicates to me that
when the Opposition runs out of arguments it
says stupid things which it knows will totally
undercut exactly what the scheme is about.

It has always been a source of great concern
to me-George Gear and other Federal mem-
bers who started the scheme some time ago
highlighted it-that in some of the areas which
I represent, which basically are working class
areas where people are not particularly afflu-
enit, if one compares the prices of goods in a
shop like Coles in Gosnells they can be signifi-
cantly higher than the prices of'goods in Coles

in Claremont Or Nedlands. The most obvious
reason this happens is that consumers do nat
have the benefit of having a chart to compare
the prices of Coles in Nedlands with Coles in
Karrinyup or Coles in Karawara.

For the first time the Government has
systematically gone about exposing that, and
showing that in many cases this works against
the people who can least afford it, and who are
paying more to subsidise those who live in
more affluent areas.

This scheme has been highly successful and
the strength of its success is the reason the Op-
position is moving the amendment. It is upset
at the success of it. I strongly urge that mem-
bers vote against the amendment.

MR BRIAN BURKE (Balga-Premier) [4,54
pmj: Why is it that the Opposition is so afraid
to have the surveillance of and regular
reporting of the movements of prices in our
supermarkets? What is it that drives the Oppo-
sition to consistently oppose the interests of
average families, with limited resources, in
seeking to restrict the ability of those average
families to discern where they might best spend
their money on their weekly shopping?

The Opposition has been at pains to try to
lake political advantage of the situation with-
out having the matching substance that would
justify its accruing any advantage whatsoever.

First, the Opposition conveniently forgets
that when it was in Government what it
proposed to do was exactly what we are now
doing. It announced, when it was in the con-
cluding months o? its Government, that it
would be running a prices surveillance auth-
ority and publishing the results. It was thought
then by the Government of the day, now the
Opposition, that that was a good thing to do.
Why is it a good thing to do when the Oppo-
sition does it, and a bad thing to do when the
Government does it? That is the first point.

The next point is simply this: The misleading
and wrong information so thoroughly
propagated by people like the member for Mt
Lawley needs to be shown up for what it is.
When the member for Mt tLawley says that all
shoppers need to do is to check the newspapers,
what he is not doing is being truthful about
what is advertised in the newspapers. What is
advertised in the newspapers is nothing but the
specials-the baits designed to attract people
into particular supermarkets. When they enter
the supermarkets and spend their money they
take advantage of the specials, but pay the ordi-
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nary prices, and sometimes we contend that
they are above the odds that are charged for
other goods sold in the supermarket.

The member for Mt Lawley pretends that
every single item in the basket of goods, the
composition of which he cannot know, is
advertised as a special or in some other way on
a weekly basis by the stores concerned. That is
not true. What this Government has developed
is a properly weighted and representative bas-
ket of consumer goods that are priced on a
regular basis and the prices of which are then
advertised on a regular basis. That is com-
pletely different from the weekly advertising of
specials by a store which through its advertise-
ments, seeks to attract custom and not to
necessarily tell the truth about items that are
not on special.

There is nothing in my contention designed
to ensure that prices are moderated as much as
the price checking mechanism which sees, on a
regular basis, inspectors taking down and
publishing the price fluctuations of a consistent
and properly weighted basket of goods.

Why does the Opposition believe that the
prominent supermarket chains are so critical of
the Price Check scheme?

Mr Lewis: Because it is a waste of money.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: That is not the reason

they are so critical. Since when have supermar-
kets criticised Governments about the waste of
money? Individuals have-, waste watch corn-
mittees have. But since when have the super-
markets been the waste watchdogs of the com-
munity? It has never been the case that they
have taken umbrage at wasted money, but it is
the case that they resent anyone looking over
their shoulders to see wham prices they are
charging and comparing those prices with those
charged by their competitors.

If there is no problem with that procedure,
why not let it proceed with the support of the
supermarkets seeking, as they might
legitimately seek to do, to reassure the public?
Why are the supermarkets running a concerted
campaign, aided and abetted by the Oppo-
sition, to halt the Price Check scheme? I will
tell the House. For so long as there is the pros-
pect of a particular store or chain being
branded, as a result of regular checking and
advertising, as a store or chain which consist-
ently overcharges when the prices of competi-
tots are compared, there is a danger to that
store's profitability and there is always the
prospect of store owners and supermarket
chains being found out.

At the same time, for so long as competition
is as lily white as the Opposition claims it is,
and as keen as the Opposition seems to claim it
is, for that long there is no danger to any of the
store owners in the price checking policy of the
Government.

So we see firstly that when in Opposition the
Liberal Party thought it was entirely appropri-
ate for there to be a price checking and adver-
tising mechanism, and secondly, that as far as
the Government is concerned, for so long as
the competition is as straighforward and as
honest as the Opposition says it is, the super-
markets have nothing to be concerned about.
However, for so long as there is any doubt
about whether prices are moderated to the
maximum degree, Price Check has a role to
play and that role is being played profitably
from the consumers' point of view, as has been
reflected in the moderation of prices already
evident in the progress that Price Check has
made. To date that has also been reflected in
the outright hostility of the Opposition and of
the supermarket chains themselves to the price
checking mechanism. What is wrong with pro-
viding consumers with accurate and impartial
information about the prices thay pay? What is
there to be critical of in a Government's ac-
tions when that Government seeks simply to
say to consumers, "We are, on a regular basis.
providing a basket of groceries, properly
weighted, and publishing the results so that you
know the results, but-more than that-so that
the supermarket owners and the supermarket
chains also know that their activities are being
monitored"?

Members in this place would be absolutely
naive if they did not think that if, for example,
Coles was to consistently have stores in the
majority of the 50 bottom places on the Price
Check list when it was published each fort-
night, Coles would certainly rapidly start look-
ing at its different pricing policies to lift itself
from that bottom position. There is no ques-
tion of that.

Another indication that the price checking
policies of this Government serve a worthwhile
purpose is that, as the Minister for Consumer
Affairs said, the saving to the public through
the price checking policies to date amounts to
$40 million.

Mr Court: What absolute nonsense. What a
sham. Where did you pluck that figure from?

Mr Hassell: Did you get that figure from the
Grim Reaper?
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Mr BRIAN BURKE: On the basis of the re-
sults of price checking surveys, and the
published results of those surveys, it is clear, as
the Minister indicated, that there has been a
saving of-

M r Taylor: Two dollars a week for 360 000
families over 52 weeks of the year, which gives
a savingof at least $40 million.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Minister is being
conservative because as this proceeds the
savings will be greater. Not only will there be
the saving on the one hand of $40 million but
also the cost of Price Check per week per fam-
ily amounts to only 1 .5c, What is wrong with
members of the Opposition? I can understand
that they have vested interests to protect but
why are they such bad politicians? Do not
members opposite understand that families in
our community are prepared to pay that I.5c a
week to obtain this information? The feedback
from country folk in the towns where Price
Check has been operating has been very
positive. People in Geraldton, Bunbury and
Albany have telephoned through to say, "Keep
up the good work".

Mr MacKinnon: Even your own members
don't believe that.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Lightfoot interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BRIAN BURKE: We have had in excess

of 800 telephone calls of which 85 per cent
were either in favour of the Price Check policy
or in support of the provision of information
about prices being charged. That is a phenom-
enal response.

Mr MacKinnon: Your Minister did not say
that was what the phone calls were about.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I think the Leader of
the Opposition is wrong but he has not been
here all day anyway. However, that is my
understanding of what the Minister had to say.
I am simply restating the fact that 800 phone
calls running in that proportion in favour of the
Government's policies is a remarkable result. It
would be to the peril of the Opposition to can-
cel Price Check if it were ever to return to
Government because the consumers will not be
fooled. They do not believe that the Leader of
the Opposition is their friend and they do not
believe that the Opposition has their interests
at heart when what it wants to do is to cancel
the one impartial source of advice thay have
about food prices. In addition to that, members

of the Opposition should not think the com-
munity will be fooled by its proposed taxing
and charging policies. The Opposition when in
Government was a shocking and disgraceful
Government when it came to taxes and
charges. State Energy Commission charges rose
in some years by more than 20 per cent. People
were turning to candles in an effort to avoid the
prices the Liberal Government charged. The
member for Floreat can faithfully report on the
pricing policies he was forced to follow as a
result of the disastrous decisions made by the
Liberal Government in every single area of
Government activity, whether it was payroll
tax, stamp duty, water authority charges,
MVIT charges, SEC charges or drivers' li-
cences. The Liberal Government really took
the cake.

Several members interjected.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: No-one is under any

misapprehension as to the bushranging nature
of the Opposition when it was in Government
contemplating taxes and charges' increases,
and consistently this Opposition shrugs off its
responsibilities to consumers as it tries to, as
the member for Gosnells said, denigrate people
like Canis Bailey.

Mr Court: That is totally untrue.
*The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BRIAN BURKE: If it were untrue the

members of the Opposition would not be
squealing as they are.

Mr Court: You have a smile on your face.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member for

Nedlands should not be so absurd. He knows
that members on his side of the House have
been sharply critical of Canis Bailey and have
indicated that her appointment had to be
protected by a l ack of ope n in v itation.

Let us look at the principal fees and charges,
for all the squealers opposite. In 1980-81, 1982
and 1983, compared with 1983-84 to 1986-
87-

Mr Lightfoot: You have the inflation figures
alongside there too, do you?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member would not
need the inflation- figures. Inflation is running
at three per cent, my friend. Why does he not
wait until he hears the Figures before he opens
his mouth? He opens his mouth only to change
his leader's feet. He has not even heard the
figures.

Mr Lightfoot. Give us the figures. Do not get
upset.
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Mr BRIAN BURKE: MTT under the Lib-
erals, 15.3 per cent up. Under Labor, 5.6 per
cent.

Mr Lightfoot: What about the loss you
made?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: This is the period.
1980-81 to 1982-83, 1983-84 to 1986-87.

Mr MacKinnon: Kow much did the MT go
up over three years?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: By 15.3 under the Lib-
erals and 5.6 per cent under Labor. Who is the
most frugal? It is this Government.

Mr MacKinnon: That is just rubbish.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Mr Speaker, am I going

lo be allowed to complete this?
The SPEAKER: Order! There are times when

interjections actually assist speeches and cer-
tainly help the debate. There are other times
when they are designed purely to frustrate and
to shout over the top of the person on his feet
and stop him speaking. It is a well-known tactic
to do that when members do not really want to
hear what the person on his feet has to say. I
want to hear what he has to say.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Under the Liberal
Party Government hospital fees increased by
24.1 per cent; under the Labor Government by
six per cent. Members opposite have made a
great play about electricity. Under a Liberal
Government, the increase on average was 15.3
per cent; under th is Government. it was 8.5 per
cent. Members opposite made a big play about
gas. I heard the member for somewhere or
other talking about gas increases. What
happened under the Liberal Party was an in-
crease of 16.5 per cent;, under Labor, the in-
crease was 8.5 per cent. Water, domestic fixed
charge; under the Liberals it rose by 23.9 per
cent; under Labor, by 4.2 per cent. Sewerage
under Liberal, increased by 23.9 per cent;,
under Labor, 6.3 per cent. Drainage, under
Liberal, 6.5 per cent; under Labor, 2.4 per cent.

Country water-and members opposite have
a special concern for country people as they
have almost no seats in the Metropolitan
amea-increased by 28.1 per cent under Liberal.
and 7.6 per cent under Labor. Westrail freight,
12.7 per cent under Liberal; 4.8 per cent under
Labor. Third party insurance, under the Lib-
eral party, up by 40 per cent; under Labor, the
increase was 2.4 per cent. Over all of those
charges, the Liberal Party increases avenaged
20.6 per cent. For the Labor Party in Govern-
ment, for a comparable period, it was 5.6 per
cent.

The CPI, for all those members who are
interested, under ihe Liberal Party increased by
10.2 per cent; under the Labor Party, 7.2 per
cent. So they cannot even absolve their sins by
reference to the CI, which they could not con-
trol. Let me restate it again for all the squealers
opposite who want to talk about monitoring
Government increases, that if we had
monitored Government increases when they
were in Government, the increases would have
been 20.6 per cent, while for the comparable
period during which we were in Government,
the increases were 5.6 per cent. Members op-
posite do not have a leg to stand on.

MR MacINNON (Murdoch-Leader of
the Opposition) (5.15S pm]: It is interesting that
the Premier's comments this evening can be
summed up in three general areas. Firstly, he
demonstrated quite clearly the anti-business
bias of both himself and his Government. Sec-
ondly, he has resorted, as has the member for
Gosnells and all other members opposite, to
the standard classic defence of the Burke
Government of blaming its predecessors, de-
spite the fact it has been in office now for four
and a quarter years. Thirdly, the Premier did
not by any stretch of the imagination defend
his own disgraceful tax record as Treasurer, as
outlined today already by many of my col-
leagues.

To look at the first of those, anti-business,
the Premier asked what supermarkets had to
fear about a Government looking over their
shoulders. I do not believe supermarkets in this
State have anything to fear. All they are
concerened about, as are we in the Opposition,
is the disgraceful waste of taxpayers' money, as
evidenced by Price Check.

lf members opposite do not think that is the
case, let us ask the Government and the
Premier, who seems now to have little interest
in the debate, having put on his usual show,
that if Price Check is such a great scheme for
supermarket prices, which area is the Govern-
ment going to address next in terms of Price
Check? Are we going to have Price Check on
hardware stores? Are we going to have Price
Cheek on gardening stores? Are we going to
have Price Check across the board in Western
Australia, or is it to be limited just to super-
markets? If it is to be limited just to supermar-
kets, why is that so? It shows clearly, as the
member for Morley-Swan indicated when he
was a member of this House, that Price Check
is nothing more than an example of cosmetic
government.
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Secondly, the Premier, in talking about his
predecessors, claimed that prior to the 1983
election, we when in Government made some
commitment or other to a price check type
scheme, a prices surveillance authority type
scheme. It was never implemented, of counte,
but he claimed we made such a commitment.
Whether we made that commitment or not, let
me give a clear, categorical, unequivocal com-
mitment now that on our return to Govern-
ment, Price Check will go. It will not be
continued with. It will go, and we will be saving
the taxpayers in this State in excess of $250 000
in doing so. If members opposite believe Price
Check is so widely popular, I would suggest
they do what the Opposition has done in recent
times and that is go out and talk to people in
the community. It is no good to do as the
Premier has done and as the Minister for Edu-
cation in particular has done, and that is
talking at people and talking to them;, rather, it
is necessary to talk with them and listen to
what they have to say.

Surprisingly enough, I have now spoken to I
do not know know many thousands of people
in my tour of the State over the last two months
or so, and I could not find one person who
indicated support for Price Check. So if the
Minister for Education believes we will be
losing a lot of support by scrapping Price
Check, let him go around the countryside
professing that point of view. I can indicate to
him, as in the words of the Premier, that the
consumers of Western Australia will not be
fooled by Price Check. They know what the
position is- They also understand quite clearly
the commitment we have given that Price
Check will go.

What we will do is to make some commit-
ments that will impose some proper disciplines
upon ourselves in Government to ensure that
we really do deliver a smaller and more ef-
ficient, effective Government, and that we do
impose some disciplines over ourselves in
Government to keep our prices and taxes and
charges under control. This will include things
such as the economic impact statements re-
ferred to by the member for East Melville, and
things like an independent assessment to be
made annually of Government taxes and
charges.

If the Premier believes Price Check is so
good, why not apply it to Government? If he is
claiming that supermarkets have nothing to
fear, what have Governments to fear? We will
be properly accountable in Government for our
actions. We will make sure that we explain to

the people of Western Australia how much we
spend on ministerial travel; for what; where we
go; and whom we take with us. We are not
going to hide behind a cloak of ministerial and
Government secrecy. We will make sure we are
properly accountable for our actions. We will
not have anything to hide. We have plenty of
good ideas of what we will do in Government.
The people in Western Australia to whom I
have been explaining those points respond
quite readily. They understand what we are
talking about; it is a pity the current Govern-
ment does not.

I want also to discount totally and categori-
cally the comments made by both the member
for Gosnells and the Premier when they said
that we were sharply critical of Canis Bailey's
abilities. To my knowledge not one member on
this side of the House has criticised Canis
Bailey; nor should we. From my experience
Canis Bailey is a very competent journalist who
did a good job. I was disappointed when she
was dismissed from the "730 Report". What
she chooses to do in her career with Price
Check and beyond is her business. I hope she
enjoys what she does. I hope she understands,
as should the Government and the people of
Western Australia, that we are not committed
to price watch and that it will go. We are not
critical of Canis Bailey. She is carrying out a
task the Government has asked her to do. We
arc critical of a Government which plays the
consumers of Western Australia for suckers.
The Government is saying through price watch
that it does not believe there is any common-
sense in the community, and women in particu-
lar are second-rate citizens. The Government is
saying that women do not have the ability to
determine where is the best place to shop. We
do not denigrate women to that extent.

We believe there is adequate competition in
the marketplace. We believe, as has tradition-
ally been the case until now, that people in
Western Australia and particularly housewives
have a proper and adequate ability to shop
around for themselves and determine where
the best prices are to be found. If we had
$250 000 to spare in Government, we would
have much greater priorities for that money-
than price watch. We do not in any way
criticise Canis Bailey or her abilities; our criti-
cism is of the Government. We have made
specific commitments here and outside Parlia-
ment as to what we will do in Government. We
will not continue with price watch; it will go,
and the money saved will be put to much better
uses.
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MR COURT (Nedlands) [ 5.23 pmJ: We have
heard the Premier, the Minister, and one of the
Government backbenchers trying today to
justify the concept of Price Check. We heard
the member for Gosnells taking the absurd ap-
proach of saying that the working people have
been prepared to accept wage restraint and
have done their bit towards trying to keep
prices down. I agree they have done their bit in
regard to wage restraint, but why have prices
been going up so much and why has the stan-
dard of living of work ing people in this country
gone downhill? Why is the Premier saying that
working people will have to accept a further fall
in living standards? Is that a great achieve-
ment?

Members opposite are saying that standards
of living are going backwards and then
claiming that they are doing a great job in
Government. The Premier just said that his
performance in running this State was magnif i-
cent, If living standards have gone backwards
and the Premier and the Prime Minister have
said we must accept that standards will go even
lower, we must ask why. It is because the prices
charged by this Government and the influence
they have on the price of money-interest
rates-have been so high that of course stan-
dards of living have gone backwards.

Mr Laurance: It is the first time since the
war.

Mr COURT: That is right. This Government
has a terrible track record. Inflation has be-
come one of its growth industries. Prices get
out of control and people complain, so the
Government brings on a gimmick. I feel sorry
for Canis Bailey because the Government has
put her in a difficult position. The Government
has said tonight that members of the Oppo-
sition have personally abused Caris Bailey; that
is totally untrue, and it is unbecoming of the
Premier to make that allegation. The Govern-
ment has put Canis Bailey in a very difficult
position, but it should not start telling untruths
by saying that we have been personally abusing
her, because it is not true. She has been given a
job to do, and I bet she now realises she is pant
of a gimmick by this Government.

The first gimmick of this Government
started when the Premier was Leader of the
Opposition, in 1983 just before the election,
when he said the Labor Party in Western
Australia was preparing to go it alone with a
package of price controls if it won the State
election. A report at the time said that the de-
cision was announced by the State Opposition
Leader (Mr Burke), when he presented his clec-

tion policy address. He announced State Parlia-
ment would be recalled immediately the party
won power so it could amend the State's wages
freeze legislation.

.Parliament came back, but what happened to
the price of petrol? It went through the roof.
What happened in the year when all
Australians were asked to accept a wages
freeze? This State Government decided it
would introduce massive increases in taxes and
charges. Instead of setting an example for busi-
ness which it has been so keen to knock
tonight-everyone on the other side has had a
go at big business, saying that if we do not have
Price Check business will put its prices up-
this Government did the opposite. Its perform-
ance on prices has been appalling.

I remember the first speech of the member
for Pilbara when she complained about the
price of eggs or hurricane lamps in the Pilbara.
We had to explain that she was in Government
and it was her and her Government's responsi-
bility to do something about controlling prices.
Of course prices have continued to rise, and the
Government she supports has introduced a
fringe benefits tax which is having a very detri-
mental effect on the standard of living of
people in her electorate.

What fight have we had from members op-
posite? The member for Gosnells talked about
taxation and forgot to talk about the effect of
the capital gains tax and the fringe benefits tax
on working people and their cost of living.
There was deadly silence- Government mem-
bers do not want to know about the fringe ben-
efits tax and its effect in the north. The Minis-
ter for Minerals and Energy knows the problem
it is causing because people in Government
employment there are getting uptight about the
increases being put on them.

For the first few years members opposite
were saying they wanted to be friends with
business, but with this Price Check programme
they are saying the business community cannot
be trusted with pricing policy. Tonight the
Premier said business needed this Govern-
ment's Big-Brother Price Check system so that
business did not charge excessive prices. What
absolute nonsense! Food retailing is one of the
most competitive marketplaces; the last thing
needed to keep prices under control is this sort
of bureaucratic nonsense. It is a complete
turnaround by the Government. It started by
trying to be friends with business and saying
that it was a friend of business, but now the
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Premier says business Cannot be trusted and it
needs Big Brother to make sure that prices are
kept under control.

jQuestions taken.J

Sitting suspended from 6.01 to 7.15 pm

Mr COURT: The Government is trying to
create the impression that the business com-
munity is not capable of looking after or
controlling prices in the retail and food indus-
try. In actual fact, the overwhelming number of
people who are working and running that in-
dustry are very decent people, trying to give a
good service in a very difficult economic cli-
mate. The retailing trades have had a very
tough time in recent years. They are under a lot
of pressure. Members have heard about the
pressures that face business in general and the
farming community. The retailing sector faces
equal pressure. We are in a climate where be-
fore the Premier became Premier, he promised
he was going to do a great deal about lowering
prices, for fuel in particular, with oil prices
plummeting. Members have seen petrol prices
here going up.

A lot has been said about pricing policies in
the retail sector. I wonder just how many mem-
bers opposite understand how difficult it is to
actually price goods in a food operation. I have
owned and operated three food shops for five
years. I can assure members opposite that
pricing is not as easy as it sounds. A lot of
different factors affect the price of goods in a
shop, and particularly in a food shop. It is not a
matter of someone just giving a directive that
this week you will be charging this for certain
items. A lot of things have to be taken into
consideration, such as old stock and new stock.

There are a number of price changes which
occur in this day and age where we do have
increasing prices. To give the House an
example, since Price Check was introduced,
these are the price changes of a number of
items in that period. this example is from
quite a large wholesaling company, and there
are a number of items which have gone up. In
the week between 2 March and; 7 March, 734
items went up. Between 9 March and 14
March. 884 items went up. From 16 March to
21 March, 980 items went up. From 23 March
to 28 March, 906 items went up. From 30
March to 4 April, 1 008 items went up. From 6
April to I I April, 739 items went up. From 13
April to 18 April, 1 136 items went up. From
20 April to 25 April, 559 items went up.

So in that period from 2 March to the end of
April, 6 946 items went up. They went up an
average of Sc per item over that eight-week
period. During the same period, approximately
100 to 200 items came down a small amount,
but the great majority, nearly 7 000, went up.
For example, between Christmas and the end
of Jan uary, 'approxi mately 2 000 items went up
in price. Members can see it is a pretty difficult
job when we have such a rapid movement in
the change of prices of goods going on in the
retail sector.

Mr Wat:. That hardly confirms their claim
that prices are going down.

Mr COURT: Yes, it is absolute nonsense for
the Premier to say Price Check has resulted in
savings of X millions of dollars. I have
demonstrated that in only eight weeks, nearly
7 000 items went up in price. The point I want
to make is that pricing is difficult. In a com-
petitive marketplace I am sure one will always
find some discrepancies in prices, but by and
large if a business has priced itself out of busi-
ness, if it is too expensive, it will only be a
matter of time before people vote with their
feet and go to shop at another shop.

However, when we are dealing with Govern-
ment services, whether they be State or Federal
Government, people do not have the choice of
doing that. If they do not like Telecom's
charges or Australia Post's charges, by and
large they do not have the choice of going else-
where.

If one does not like the Government's elec-
tricity charges, gas charges, water charges,
liquor taxes, or whatever, one does not have
that option; but in a highly competitive
retailing sector such as the food industry, one
does have that option.

While we are talking about prices and the
effect they have on people, what occurred in
the automobile industry is quite sad. In that
industry we have seen the classic case of what
happens when the price of goods goes above
what the market can pay. With the introduc-
lion of the fringe benefits tax and the continu-
ing high levels of interest rates, car sales have
plummeted and literally tens of thousands of
jobs have been lost in that industry. Here we
have a Government that supposedly is con-
cerned about the effect of increasing prices on
the people of Australia, but we do not hear very
much when it comes to the car industry and the
fact that so many people can no longer buy the
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cars they want because of the very rapid in-
crease in the price of cars over the last couple
of years.

This whole price deal has been a stunt. Even
the circulars from the Labor Panty itself con-
farm this. I will quote an article that appeared
in the Daily News on 27 February, which reads
an part-

... claims a circular released late last year
urged all Federal Labor MPs to set up their
own price-watch groups.

He claims the circular said: "A price-
watch group offers you endless publicity
opportunities. It is no-lose because every-
body is a consumer .. . the media loves
consumer gripe stories and they usually
make you look good."

Does not that sum up the hypocrisy and cyni-
cism of the whole exercise by the Labor Party,
both federally and on the State scene? The only
reason it has introduced the Price Check cam-
paign, both Federal and State, is as a cheap
media gimmick. That sums up many of the
things the Government is doing. If, when the
country is having so many dirniculties, the best
it can do is to come up with this type of
gimmick, pity help us.

We talk about increases in the price of
Government services. One example I would
like to give the House tonight concerns the
Fremantle Gas and Coke Co Ltd. 1 notice the
Minister for Minerals and Energy is not here at
present, but I hope he Or the Premier can do
something about this case. When the Govern-
ment took over the Fremantle Gas and Coke
Co Ltd and caused all the controversy that sur-
rounded that debacle, the Government did say
there would have to be some increase in gas
charges. There are about 50 large manufac-
turers in the O'Conner area, and one of them
makes furniture items whch Australians use
every day. And what happened to his gas
charges? H-i uses a lot of gas, and the average
cost for 1 000 units between July and
September 1986 was $21.49. That was under
Fremantle Gas and Coke Co Ltd. Now, under
the State Energy Commission, his average cost
for the same 1 000 units in January and
February this year was $40. 10. That is, it has
increased from roughly $21 to $40-an 86.6
per cent rise.

If one has a large manufacturing operation
and one of its substantial costs is gas, and in a
matter of a few months the price goes up 86 per
cent, one does not have any choice but to put
the price of one's product up. That in turn is

passed on through the system and there is a
quite substantial increase in the price of that
product. The average Australian at the end of
the chain is buying that product and has to face
the fact that the price has gone up considerably.

When members opposite say, "What are we
going to do about it?", no business can be
expected to handle an increase in its gas prices
of that magnitude. What is taking place in this
and many other areas of Government charges
is simply shameful. Before members opposite
come in here and say, "We cannot trust busi-
ness", we should ask, "H-ow can we trust this
Government?" it told us there would be great
advantages in taking over that gas company,
but we have yet to see what those advantages
are.

This whole exercise has been a sham. This
Government is in a lot of trouble. It must face
up to a number of very serious problems that
are occurring because of its management of this
State's economy. Many people have lost confi-
dence in the performance of this Government.
It has become a Government bereft of new
ideas. It is certainly short on policies, and it has
lost control of some sections of the financial
management of this State. Piece by piece, we
are trying to put together the many debacles
that it has created. To try to cover up the very
serious situation that is occurring, the Govern-
ment resorts to what its own people refer to as a
gimmick, a short-term stunt to take people's
attention away from the real problems in the
community. The Government will not be able
to cover up its inept performance with this type
of gimmick, and I would like to think that it
will get away from this new tactic it has found
of saying, "The business community in the
retailing sector cannot be trusted to price their
goods unless they have us, Big Brother, looking
over their shoulders. "That is a very serious
state of affairs, when we are talking about one
of the most competitive market sections of our
community.

MR P. J. SMITH4 (Bunbury) [7.29 pm]: The
member for Nedlands has accused the Govern-
ment of running its Price Check scheme as a
gimmick. He quoted a document-I think it
was from George Gear-saying Federal
Government members should get onto this
gimmick.

Pri ce Check i s fa r from a gi m mick. I t is the re
as a mechanism to keep prices down. If
Government members have hopped onto the
bandwagon and put their names to the various
prices action groups that have been established
around the State, that is good for them, because
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they instituted a system which has made super-
markets look at their prices and go into real
competition. People now find that on a general
basket of goods they are being charged less in
certain supermarkets. No longer do they have
to look at Wednesday's newspaper to check out
the specials at the different supermarkets.

Mr Court: The results are three weeks old.
Mr P. J. SMITH: I will quote figures which

are seven months old. The member for
Nedlands also said that people have a decision
to make about where they want to shop. I agree.
With Price Check, people can compare the
various shops, especially over two or three
Price Check reports, and find out which super-
markets have consistently lower prices.

In Bunbury we have a South West Prices
Action Group which checks on seven super-
markets in the area. They are the same super-
markets that are included in Price Check's re-
port published in this morning's country
edition of The West Australian. The South
West Prices Action Group is part of the group
set up by George Gear, MHR for Canning.
They have coordinated with him and used the
same 43 items. I do not know whether they are
the same items used by Price Check. What we
have noticed is that over the last seven months,
from August 1986 to March 1987, there has
been a substantial drop in prices in supermar-
kets around Bunbury.

The First thing that became apparent when
the action group instigated their investigations
was that the smallest supermarkets, Cons
Supermarket at Carey Park and Supa Valu at
Austral ind, had some of the lowest prices in the
Bunbury area-not Coles and Woolworths,
those stores which seem to have the super
specials and super discounts advertised in the
Wednesday Press.

Since the South West Prices Action Group
has been in action monitoring these prices
monthly and publishing their results in the me-
dia, there have been some very interesting
drops in prices in the Australind area. The av-
erage price for August 1986 was $72.85 but
that dropped to $70.62 in March 1987. That is
a drop of $2.23 for a basket of 43 items. Gener-
ally the reductions have been anywhere from
$ 1. 50 to $ 3 in each of the supermarkets in the
Bunbury area.

Another very pleasing effect is that the
smaller stores have become more attractive;,
people are finding that it is not difficult to go to
these stores. Bunbury is a comparatively small
city and stores like Cons Supermarket have had

an influx of customers. This has meant the
smaller stores have been able to put on extra
staff yet still keep prices down. The big stores
like Woolworths and Coles probably found
their takings were dropping and customers
were going elsewhere and this has led somehow
to their prices dropping. Their prices have
dropped consistently over the seven months
the group has been in action.

We have had many calls congratulating us
because, for the first time, Bunbury people are
able to compare prices without having to look
only to specials of the day.

Mr Lightfoot: Are the items static each week?

Mr P. J. SMITH: They have a static 43
items. They also check fruit and vegetables; the
problem there is with quality changes, but even
with these items we have found that the smaller
stores, particularly Supa Valu at Australind,
have consistently lower prices.

When we have Correlated the price drops
achieved through Price Check we find that the
price drops in Bunbury are close to the same
general rankings. In this morning's Press under
the Price Check Value Report the following can
be found-

In our first survey nearly 70% of stores
checked had a basket price less than $ 100.
Today's results-the first with our second
basket of everyday groceries-show more
than 91% of metropolitan stores under
$100.

It goes on to indicate that many of the country
stores have a basket price of less than $100. 1
notice that three of them are in Bunbury and
that two others are just 13 c and 38 c over the
$100.

The Government has done the right thing
establishing Price Check and the money
involved is being spent in a worthwhile
fashion. People are saving money because they
have a choice of where they will shop because
of the real competition in our stores. People
can see that these stores are not simply putting
out specials but are generally keeping their
prices down. The Government has done the
right thing.

MR STEPHENS (Stirling) [7.36 pmiJ: The
National Party finds the amendment to the Ad-
dress-in-Reply to be something of a cynical ex-
ercise inasmuch as our understanding is that
the Liberal Party was going to set up a price
watch committee.

Mr Watt: We never said that.
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Mr STEPH ENS: What was it then thai I read
in the Press?

Mr Watt: You read-

The SPEAKER: Order! I understand that the
member wants to interject, but I think that in
view of previous rulings and what has been
happening, perhaps we should let the member
on his feel develop his argument a little further.

Mr STEPHENS: It was certainly the under-
standing of both myself and the Leader of the
National Party that the Liberal Party was to set
up a price watch committee. Unfortunately our
leader has had to attend an interview for the
-7.30 Report" show and is unable to be here at
the moment. But he is of the opinion that the
Liberal Party was to set up such a committee,
although admittedly it would not have cost the
taxpayers money because it was to be a party
committee. The Leader of the National Party
issued a Press release stating that he was
opposed to such a committee, saying that it was
an exercise in futility.

Having said that about the Liberal Party, I
indicate also that we are of the same view of
the Government's Price Check scheme. The
difference is that the Government's
proposition is to cost the taxpayers an
estimated $250 000. It will be interesting to see
whether it keeps to budget and does not cost
considerably more. Basically we believe both
exercises were unnecessary.

We will he supporting the amendment,
which makes things rather awkward for us be-
cause when votes are taken they are recorded in
black and white. Those of us involved in the
game of politics know, however, that very few
things are black and white.

Mr Hodge: You would like to sit on the fence
as usual.

Mr STEPHENS: No. We are opposed to
Price Check and to the Liberal Party's scheme.
This has been made perfectly clear by my
leader.

What we could not understand is why the
Liberal Party should suddenly change its mind
and say that the Government's scheme was no
good. I could have accepted its saying the
scheme was no good had it not already
suggested it would set up its own party mechan-
ism. The fact is I clearly remember that my
leader issued a Press release saying he saw no
use in such a scheme after he had heard of the
Liberal Party's proposition.

We can agree with that part of the motion
saying that the setting up of Price Check has
been a gross waste of funds. We can also agree
that it is unnecessary. I have never been guilty
of doing the domestic shopping but I do know
that women check for the specials each week in
the Press and then run around to the different
shops in an attempt to save money.

People have been going from one shop to
another to take advantage of the specials.
Whether they save money is a debatable point.
They might save money in the cash register, but
they are paying in petrol and in their time. The
whole idea of this competition is that the con-
sumer public can make a judgment. The last
part of the motion reads-

This House believes the Government
should abandon its Price Watch campaign
and instead direct the Public Accounts and
Expenditure Review Committee to exam-
ine and report to the House on the extent
to which Government taxes, charges and
policies have influenced and continue to
influence the upward movement of retail
prices in Western Australia.

A move along those lines would be an exercise
in futility. It is regrettable but nevertheless true
to say that the Public Accounts and Expendi-
ture Review Committee does have a degree of
political bias so I do not think one can expect it
to come up with any real resolution to the prob-
lem. I think it is the role of members of Parlia-
ment to debate taxes and charges when the op-
portunity arises and draw attention to them
because of the privilege we have in this House.

It is perfectly obvious to anyone that any
Government taxes and charges levied on the
business sector, whether it be in the manufac-
turing or retail industries, will be a cost to the
public. After all, the business houses have to
recoup their costs, and taxes and charges are
part of those costs. Obviously, when charges go
up they will have a bearing on costs and will be
passed on.

Many statistics have been used today. I think
people tend to forget Winston Churchill's war-
time words, "There are lies, damn lies, and
statistics." [ think we all agree statistics can be
used to prove any point, although in many in-
stances the statistics used today have been used
without comparing like with like. It is very easy
to take statistics from one period and compare
them with statistics of another without
comparing all the economic factors which
would influence the result. I do not give much
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credence to the use of statistics in either sup-
porting or denying arguments used in this de-
bate.

The National Party, with reservations along
the lines I have outlined, supports the motion.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result-

Mr Blaikie
Mr Bradshaw
Mr Cash
Mr Court
Mr Grayden
Mr House
Mr Laurance
Mr Lewis

M rs Blegg
Mr Benrmm
M r Bridge
Mr Bryce
Mr Brian Burke
Mr Burkett
MrCarr
Mr Peter Dowding
Mr Evans
Mr Grill
Mrs Henderson

Ayes
Mr Thompson
Mr Cowan
Mr Clarko
Mr Lightfoot
Mr Crane
Mr Spriggs
Mr Trenorden

Ayes 16
Mr MacKinnon
Mr Mensaros
Mr Rushton
Mr Schell
Mr Stephens
MrTubby
Mr Watt
Mr Williams

Noes 22
M r Gordon Hill
Mr Hodge
Mr Tom Jones
Dr Lawrence
Mr Marlborough
Mr Pearce
Mr Read
Mr D. L. Smith
Mr Troy
Dr Watson
Mrs Buchanan

Pairs
Noes

Dr Gallop
Mr Parker
Mr P. J. Smith
Mr Wilson
Mr Taylor
Mrs Watkins
Mr Thomas

Amendment thus negatived.

Debate (on motion) Resumed
MR STEPHENS (Stirling) [7.46 pm]: Both

the Leader of the National Party and other
speakers from my party referred to the state of
the rural economy during the Address-in-Reply
debate, and the severe disadvantage which the
rural community, particularly the small busi-
ness and farming community, are suffering at
the moment. I do not intend to canvass those
areas again. I would not like members to think,
because I am not referring to those problems,
that I am not conscious of the serious concern
in the rural areas.

Over the last few years I have often spoken of
the need for members of this House to take
action to improve their image, prestige, and
credibility. I recognise that we cannot legislate
to do that so it is up to each and every member
to act in a way which enables the public to raise
its opinion of both the institution of Parlia-
ment and the members in it. It is with regret

that I do not seem to be listened to, notwith-
standing that last year I think both the Premier
and the Leader of the National Party also spoke
of the need to raise the standard of our behav-
iour in this place. I think if I keep at it, some
day some action may be taken.

I wish to refer to what I consider to be a
disgraceful exhibition on opening day. It was a
repeat of the previous opening of Parliament
12 months ago. I think the Parliament has
degenerated quite considerably. It has come to
the point where I feel embarrassed to invite
guests to witness the opening day. I can remem-
ber the days when we came into this House and
events were reasonably organised; both Houses
had a time limit; and we would leave our
Chambers at approximately the same time,
bearing in mind that some of us had guests in
both Houses.

Over the last couple of years the upper House
has retired somewhat earlier than the Legislat-
ive Assembly. I wish to refer to the Legislative
Assembly where we had political paint scoring
taking place 12 months ago, and also recently
during opening day, with the result that the
guests from the upper House had virtually fin-
ished their afternoon tea and the show was
nearly over before we got out of this place. The
point Scoring which occurred at question time
is far from desirable behaviour when we have
guests present in both Houses.

Most members in this place are married and
even in the most regulated homes there are
domestic tiffs. However, they are dealt with in
private and domestic arguments do not take
place in front of guests. It behoves each and
every one of us to be on our best behaviour in
front of guests on opening day. We enjoy
having them. I am not blaming one side or the
other. The degeneration in the standard of be-
haviour that has occurred in this place over the
last few years does no credit to either side and I
am not laying the blame on anyone. All I am
asking is that if we continue to invite guests to
the opening of Parliament we put on a decent
show to prove that we can behave in a civilised
and orderly manner.

On the same topic of improving the Parlia-
ment's credibility I believe there is a need for a
quasi-judicial committee to rectify some of the
gross errors of fact made in political
statements. The only recourse that members
have during election time is to seek an injunc-
tion or to issue a writ. That is a most unsatis-
factory way to deal with such matters because
even if they are followed right through, the
election is over before the matter goes before
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the court. I am suggesting the establishment of a
quasi-judicial committee to allow an aggrieved
person to have his complaint investigated
immediately, a judgment made and where
necessary the offending party forced to publish
a correction in equal prominence to the first
publication.

I find it passing strange that we have failed to
take any action along these lines. Under the
trade pmactices legislation provision is made for
action to be taken against misleading advertis-
ing. Some of the comments to which I am refer-
ring fall within the category of misleading ad-
vertising. After all, those of us involved in poli-
tics are trying to sell a policy or point of view so
we advertise either directly or indirectly
through our comments. We have set up legis-
lation whereby the business community has to
abide by certain standards, yet we do not im-
pose on ourselves a similar standard. It is high
time that something was done about it.

In the world of politics many of the areas of
concern are fairly complex and it is exceedingly
difficult for the public, whether they are di-
rectly or indirectly interested, to get the facts
and the truth of the matter.

I have decided to speak on electoral reform
again because of a paper on electoral reform
which has recently been circulated, but to what
extent I do not know. I refer to a paper on the
electoral reform Bill dated 7 April which was
released by the Chairman of Committees of the
Legislative Council, Hon. D. J. Wordsworth
MLC. I question the propriety of a political
paper put out by the Chairman of Committees
when it is a party partisan paper.

The paper to which I refer consists of two
pages and I will not weary the House by read-
ing all of it. but there are a couple of para-
graphs which are worthy of comment.

First, I refer to the following paragraph-

One such bill was forced through the As-
sembly late last year, was debated in the
Legislative Council, but a vote never taken
as it was left unfinalised when Parliament
was prorogued.

I am not sure about the use of the word
"forced". As one of the principal speakers from
this side of the House I believe that the debate
on the electoral reform Bill, during both the
second reading debate and the Committee
stage, was one of the best debates I have experi-
enced in the 1 7 years. I have been in this place.

Mr Bertram: Who wrote it for him?

Mr STEPHENS: I am not talking about that.
I do not know who wrote it, but it was under
his name and he has taken the responsibility
for it. To say the legislation was forced through
this House is a great distortion of the fact. No
time limits were placed on the debate and it
took a considerable period for it to pass
through this House. The debate was logical and
referred only to the Bill. There was no vitriol
used and it was either the member for Floreat
or I who commented on the high standard of
debate. It was an excellent debate and the Bill
was certainly not forced through the House.

The next paragraph to which I will refer is as
follows-

Contrary to usual practice, the Govern-
ment, together with National Party sup-
port in the Legislative Council, were able
to get the bill reinstated on the notice
paper at the same point of its passage
which it had reached last year.

We could not expect the general public to know
the procedures of this House, but it was not
contrary to the usual practice of the Assembly.
Since I have been in the House there have been
many occasions on which Bills have been
restored to the Notice Paper after a session of
Parliament has been prorogued. This practice
goes back to 1950 and there have been many
occasions on which it has occurred. So far as
the Assembly is concerned it was not contrary
to usual practice.

I have made inquiries about the practice in
the other Chamber and it is certainly not con-
trary to its usual practice. In fact, I do not know
whether the member did write the paper. If he
did, he is sadly ignorant of the Standing Orders
of the Legislative Council, notwithstanding
that he is the Chairman of Committees.

Standing Order No. 433 of the Legislative
Council refers to lapsed Bills and reads as fol-
lows-

Any Public Bill which lapses by reason
of a prorogation before it has reached its
final stage may be proceeded with in the
next ensuing Session at the stage it had
reached in the preceding Session if a
periodical election for the Legislative
Council or a general election for the Legis-
lative Assembly has not taken place be-
tween such two Sessions, under the follow-
ing conditions:-

The conditions are outlined in the Standing
Orders, but I will not weary the House by read-
ing them. If a member wishes to read them, I
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refer him to page 119 of the Standing Orders.
Standing Orders Nos. 434 and 435 relate to the
same matter.

So, it is actually provided for in the Standing
Orders of the Legislative Council. How can a
member, epecially the Chairman of Corn-
minces, say that it is contrary to normal prac-
tice? It is misleading and we should not expect
the public to understand the procedures of both
Houses of Parliament.

Further on in his paper H-on. D. ..
Wordsworth states-

The Government also distributed notice
of significant amendments it proposed to
move to its own bill, including major prin-
ciples on which it was founded.

Since I have been in this Chamber there have
been many occasions when, after the second
reading debate, the Government of the day,
whether Liberal or Labor, brought forward
amendments. In fact, I was under the im-
pression that this was one of the reasons for a
general debate in the first instance. It is an
opportunity id find out the weaknesses of legis-
lation and for members to have an open mind
and to perhaps bring forward amendments.
There is nothing unusual about it, yet Hon. D.
J. Wordsworth implies that there is something
sinister about it. The paper continues-

By gaining the support of some oppo-
sition members (National Party) to the
bills re-instatement there is little provision
for second reading debate as most mem-
bers exercised their one right to speak last
year.

Members have exercised their right to speak
during the second reading debate. Obviously, it
is the same Bill and, therefore, why should
members have a second opportunity to speak
on it?

Hon. D. J. Wordsworth omits the point that
the Bill has not reached the Committee stage
during which each member has many
opportunities to speak to various clauses of the
Bill.

Finally this paper says that hidden in the Bill
is a clause which will remove the provision for
a split election. It is an emotive phrase, As it
certainly was not hidden in the Bill. It was part
of the Bill which was debated at length in this
Chamber and no doubt will be debated at
length in the other Chamber.

Here again has come into my possession a
paper which is grossly wrong and misleading.
In a situation like this, if there was a committee

to approach, provided the committee accepted
the points, which are quite clear, then the true
position would have to be stated. The com-
mittee could restate the facts and put down
what the member said and what the facts are.

Mr Bertram: How widely has it been
circulated?

Mr STEPHENS: I know that a councillor has
received one. I do not know how widely it has
been distributed, but certainly by inference the
person who gave it to me had read it to mean
that it was a slight on the National Party. That
is the whole inference in the two pages. We
naturally take strong exception to that, as we
have taken strong exception to the letter sent to
shire councils by the Leader of the Opposition.

I would like to say how important it is to
improve our image in the public eye. At the
opening of Parliament we have a large number
of guests here. We must also do something to
ensure that members at least keep to the facts
in their papers and circulars. I accept matters
of opinion are canvassed in many areas. I have
not been talking about matters of opinion. The
points I made in that letter were matters of
fact. I accept that in certain areas there are
matters of opinion, but I am not referring to
that at all.

Mr MacKinnon: Where in that letter was the
misstatement of fact?

Mr STEPHENS: Ilam not going over it again.
Mr MacKinnon: I was listening; I never

heard it.
Mr STEPHENS: I made points of fact; there

are no matters of opinion. If the Leader of the
Opposition has any doubt about it, I suggest he
read my speech in Hansard.

Mr MacKinnon: You did not indicate where
the misstatement of fact was.

Mr STEPHENS: I went through and
enumerated all of them. If the Leader of the
Opposition was listening, that indicates the
problem in the Liberal Party with him as
leader.

Several members interjected.
Mr STEPHENS: I am sorry, but he did tell

me he had listened to it all. I went throughi it
item by item and outlined the differences.

Several members interjected.
Mr SrEPHENS: I know that. He said he had

listened to me.
M r Cash: He was tal k ing abo ut h is l etter.
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Mr STEPHENS: I did not go into his letter. I
made reference to the letter. I am not going to
be sidetracked. The member can make his own
speech later.

There has been mention by members of my
own party of the problem of maintaining law
and order. I for one recognise the problems
which the police have in carrying out their
responsibilities, particularly in many country
areas where staffing is a problem. I am aware of
this, particularly in relation to my own elector-
ate and the towns of Mt Barker and Denmark,
where certainly in the summer months a great
influx of people occurs, and there is a need for
increased staffing.

I have recently approached the Minister to
give consideration to additional staffing in
those areas, but unfortunately this has not been
forthcoming. From time to time there is a spate
of robberies, break-ins, and vandalism which
are beyond the ability of the local police force
to cover, due to their lack of numbers.

I make the suggestion to the Minister that the
Government give consideration to setting up a
tactical response group--a small, specialist
group of highly-trained men. It would be an
incentive for members in the force to try to get
into this tactical response group so that in these
small countr towns in particular where they
have a problem this group could be moved in
to respond.

M r Carr: We do not have that problem.
Mr Gordon Hill: It does not do quite what

you say.
Mr STEPHENS: Not in the area the Minister

is referring to.
M r Cordon Hill1: This is the general area.
Mr STEPHENS: It is more on the traffic side

of things.
Mr Gordon Hill: There is a tactical response

group, but it does not cover the country areas
in the way you are suggesting.

Mr STEPHENS: I would like consideration
to be given to this aspect whenever there is a
problem. Perhaps it would not want the fact to
be known that there was only one group avail-
able, because while it is engaged in one area
lawbreakers might say. "We can make hay in
another."

This group could be moved around the State
to tackle problems and be available on call.
This would be one way of overcoming the staff
shortages in country areas. I accept that poss-
ibly problems are not experienced all the year

round or year in and year out-, but when a
problem occurs that group should be available
to tackle it.

Mr Gordon Hill: I do not want to take up the
time of the House in explaining how the group
works, but I will talk to you about it later.

Mr STEPHENS: The Minister has
acknowledged it does not work along the lines I
am suggesting.

Mr Gordon Hill: Not precisely.
Mr STEPHENS: Would the Minister con-

sider broadening it so that it can be used along
the lines I have suggested?

Mr Gordon Hill: I think there is some merit
in your suggestion, but we would like to talk
about it.

Mr STEPHENS: The Minister cannot give
an undertaking to consider it?

Mr Gordon Hill: We will discuss it later.
Mr STEPHENS: I have acknowledged the

problems which the police encounter in the
maintenance of law and order. As bystanders
we have many roles. One is a legislative role,
another role is as a go-between to protect
people's property rights, rights against physical
violence, and civil rights; to protect people
against excesses by over-zealous bureaucrats.

I was recently involved in a complaint
against the police. This is the first time in my
I17 years in Parliament. On many occasions I
have had problems and been able to go to the
police officers concerned. I have been able to
discuss the problem with them. On this oc-
casion I did not have that opportunity inas-
much as the subjects of the problem brought to
my attention were already on a charge;, there-
fore when the constituents made their com-
plaints and asked me to pass them on, naturally
I did not discuss them with the police because I
felt my action could be construed as trying to
subvert the course of justice. As a result, I
passed the complaints on to the commissioner
and an investigation has taken place.

Having discovered the procedures adopted, I
believe that I made a correct stand on the
amendments to the Parliamentary Com-
missioner Act when it was before the House to
allow the Ombudsman to investigate in the first
instance. I supported that move, and after this
experience I am convinced that that is the cor-
rect way to go.

Four matters were the subject of this com-
plaint. It is not necessary to go into the details.
One concerned a 16-year-old youth, one a
charge of insufficient police assistance, and the
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other two concerned a lad and a group of young
men and women who were charged with dis-
orderly conduct.

First of all I discovered that before the
investigating team commenced its investi-
gations the whole file and all of the details and
points that had been made to me were made
known to the police. I am not suggesting that
they did, but it would have given them an ex-
cellent opportunity to get their stories together.
I raise the question: Does the Police Force,
when it is investigating a crime and brings a
suspect in, make available to that suspect be-
fore the commencement of questioning. all the
information it has up to that point? If it does
not, why the difference in the approach?

The other point is that the officers came
down and one of the constituents involved was
prepared to discuss the matter, but only in
front of me. I was unavailable, but they did
accept my electorate secretary as a witness.
When the two charges of disorderly conduct
were being discussed, the two investigating
officers said. -We cannot discuss these matters
because they are sub judice." I would accept
that, except that when we received a report on
the investigation, the report said this-

The police officers concerned deny that
the offences were trivial and inquiries have
failed to produce evidence to substantiate
your allegations.

The matter was sub judice and they would not
discuss it with the constituent who had raised
the complaint in the first instance, but it obvi-
ously did not stop them from investigating it
elsewhere, and they brought down the decision
that the offences were not trivial and should be
proceeded with. Subsequently they were
proceeded with. Both charges were heard by a
magistrate and both were dismissed, so how
thorough and proper is a police investigation?

When my constituent received his letter he
was told-

If you are not satisfied with the manner
or outcome of the inquiry, you may con-
tact the Parliamentary Commissioner for
Administrative Investigations (the
Ombudsman), who will consider whether
to make further inquiry or to conduct a
separate investigation into your complaint.

My constituent said, "What is the point? It
would be an exercise in futility because now
they have seen'all the information in the docu-
menits; their stories are together." He had de-
cided against proceeding with it. I might add

that he made that decision before the court
cases were heard, and has now learnit that two
of them were dismissed.

I really think the Government should have
another look at the methodology used concern-
ing complaints against the police, and perhaps
give consideration to the involvement of the
Ombudsman in the first instance. I believe
from this experience-and it is the only one I
have had-that the dice are certainly well and
truly loaded against anyone raising a complaint
against the police.

Finally, I notice from the speech of the mem-
ber for Katanning-Roe that the Minister for
Labour, Productivity and Employment made a
few interjections about the farming community
not being prepared to invest money in
processing raw materials and doing some sec-
ondary processing in the State to encourage
employment. I will bring before the Govern-
ment an opportunity to encourage more devel-
opment in this country. I noticed in The Week-
end Australian of 5 April an article headed
"Engineers to reap royalties".

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! There is a
fair bit of chit-chat going on in these hallowed
halls, and I am actually interested in what the
member for Stirling and Deputy Leader of the
National Party has to say.

Mr STEPHENS: Thank you. Mr Deputy
Speaker. It is not surprising that this heading
refers to Queensland. The article reads in
part-

Three engineers with the South-East
Queensland Electricity Board (SEQEB)
will profit from an invention to be
marketed under an agreement between the
board and electronic equipment maker
Gayrad International Pty Ltd.

The engineers employed by the Queensland
Electricity Board have developed something
new, and they are allowed to share in the
royalties that project will bring in.

Several years ago I made a suggestion along
the same lines to the Minister for Public
Works, as that department was known then. H-e
told me there was a little bit of incentive given
to people who come up with ideas; but that
little bit of incentive is not sufficient. I believe
Government departments should take the in-
itiative and work out a formalised sharing ar-
rangement so that employees, who no doubt
are using Government time and facilities but
who use their own brains, come forward with
good ideas which are capable of being commer-
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cialised. Without an incentive many of these
people sit on their ideas until the time they
retire, or do nothing about them.

If, as the Queensland Government has done,
this Government introduced an incentive
scheme to encourage their smart people to
come forward with ideas capable of commer-
cial development, we may have an increase in
opportunities for employment. Once the
Government did that, it could act as an i ncen-
tive to private enterprise to go along the same
lines. There is no question that a tremendous
amount of talent is not being fully utilised be-
cause people will not go out of their way to give
their employers a tremendous amount of
money. They will sit on their ideas until they
retire, and then try to get somebody to develop
them. In many instances that is where they run
into problems. I believe the Government
should take up this suggestion immediately.

MR WILLIAMS (Clontarf) [8.17 pm]: As
yesterday was a public holiday, it afforded me
the opportunity to rise a little later than I nor-
mally do, and to leave home a little later, so I
was afforded the rare opportunity of listening
to 6PR's talk programme that is broadcast
from 9 o'clock onwards. Yesterday morning the
Premier was on, and if ever I heard a holier-
than-thou contribution, it was from our
Premier. Politics is politics, and I can under-
stand it, but it occurred to me: If only the
people out there could come in here sometimes
and hear the Premier raving on at his best. But
that is by the by.

The most important thing I want to mention
is something that staggered me completely: On
the radio yesterday morning the Premier ad-
mitted that he became aware only 10 days ago
that there would be a public holiday yesterday.
That was the greatest bit of nonsense I had
heard in a lifetime.

Mr Court: That shows how much he knows
about what is happening.

Mr WILLIAMS: Yes, it does. It is a reflec-
tion on the Premier and his party. I remind the
Premier that apart from the fact that one lady
said yesterday all he had to do was to open his
diary to see there was a public holiday, I
reminded the Premier about the holiday in this
Chamber nearly a month ago. I asked the
Premier, across the Chamber and off the cuff,
what he intended doing about that public hol-
iday and whether he was going to do something
about it. I just received a blank look and a
shrug of the shoulder.

We all appreciate that Anzac Day is a day of
remembrance and a day we revere, and I have
no hesitation in saying it should be a public
holiday to respect those of our men and women
who did not return from the World Wars.
There is no doubt about that. But to have an
extra holiday on the Monday, particularly
when the economy of this country is in such a
sorry state, is just not realistic and should not
be allowed to occur.

Mr Court: So the Premier knew about it a
month ago?

Mr WILLIAMS: I asked the Premier a
month ago. I had a statement, in the Press
which was backed up by the Confederation of
Western Australian Industry a month ago, yet
the Premier said he heard about it only 10 days
ago.

It isjust not good enough to make comments
like that. He went down in the estimation of a
lot of people. Had the Premier approached the
Opposition a month ago, or in the first week of
this session, and said he wanted to put through
a Bill to do away with this public holiday, we
would have passed the first, second, and third
readings in one day without hesitation. But no,
not on his sweet life. The public holiday went
ahead. The Premier obviously had no intention
of doing something about it this year, but he
said on air he would do something about it in
future. This public holiday will occur again in
1992. As far as I am concerned, when the Lib-
eral Party is returned to Government at the
next election this will be high on our agenda.
We will pass a Bill to stop such nonsense
occurring again. The Opposition and I do not
accept what the Premier said yesterday. I
suggest that in future he should be more truth-
ful when talking on radio.

Mr Court: You caught him out.
Mr WILLIAMS: Well and truly? I tried to get

through to correct the error, but there were so
many people on holidays it was impossible to
get through. He was taken to task by many
people who phoned in.

I turn to another matter which has concerned
me for some time-the question of equal
rights. I have been concerned that the starting
point of our system of justice--of being inno-
cent until proven guilty-is under siege. While
I do not want my comments to be related to
one area alone, I propose to use that area to
illustrate what I am talking about. I am refer-
ring to rape cases in general. The names of the
alleged victims are quite properly kept confi-
dential. There is no doubt in my mind that that
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must remain, but the names of the alleged at-
tackers are released immediately. I do not
know the precise statistics on this matter, but a
significant number of these men who are
charged with sexual assaults are found not
guilty. In the eyes of the court this may leave a
person with a clean slate, but out in the com-
munity these people can be treated quite
differently. It is a slur on their character for the
rest of their life. I have had people coming to
me who have been charged with rape and later
found not guilty. Their marriages have broken
up in the interim, their children have been put
through t 'he mill at school, they have lost their
jobs, and their whole futures have been left in
jeopardy.

I do not think this is fair. Let us be quite
frank about it-, it takes two to tango, and as our
laws apply at present, only one pays the price.

Several members interjected.
Mr WILLIAMS: I knew I would cop it from

members opposite. The moment I start talking
about being fair to all concerned they do not
like it.

Mr Court: He is talking about people who are
round not guilty.

Mr Read: What about the way you drag
people's names out in this Parliament only on
suspicion?

Mr WILLIAMS: Can the member nominate
one case in which the Opposition has named
somebody in a rape case when the name has
been withheld? That is what I am talking about.

in my view the law must be looked at be-
cause it is not lair that the mate's name is
released the moment he is charged.

Dr Lawrence: It is true of all offences.
Mr WILLIAMS: I am talking about rape and

assault. Why is the female's name not released?
Dr Lawrence: She is not charged.
Mir WILLIAMS: Precisely, but she has

brought the charge. I am saying that until the
charge is proved that name should not be re-
leased. It is as simple as that. It is unfair that
these people should be named. If they are
found guilty there will be no argument from
me; by all means let their names be released.
But if they are found not guilty I believe quite
sincerely the male's name should not be re-
leased in the same way as the female's name is
not released.

Mr Pearce: Are you suggesting that if a
woman's house is broken into and she is brut-
ally raped her name should be brought for-
ward?

Mr WILLIAMS: No, I am not saying that.
Mr Pearce: She is not tangoing in that sense.
Mr WILLIAMS: Her name is never released,

and I am saying the man's name should not be
released until he is found guilty because in a
high percentage of these cases the man is found
not guilty. If he is found guilty, let his name be
released; but let us be fair to all concerned.

Mr Pearce: What is the difference between
rape and murder? What about someone
charged with murder and found not guilty?

Mr WILLIAMS: That is a matter that can be
taken up.

Mr Read: Oh. come on!
Mr WILLIAMS: I have seen too many cases

where families are broken up, and if the name
had not been released-

Mr Read: Crocodile tears!
Mr WILLIAMS: We will name the member

for Mandurah as being unsympathetic in this
matter, and people will say he has no feeling for
men in the situation to which I have referred.

Mr Pearce: Where is your position on family
values, because very often a person on a rape
charge pleads consent. People sometimes get
off on that basis. Are you saying we should
conceal from men's wives the fact that they
have been involved in that consenting sexual
activity?

Mr WILLIAMS: I said it takes two to tango.
Mr Pearce: I know that, but why should we

conceal the names?
Mr WILLIAMS: Why should they not be

concealed if he is found not guilty?
Mr Pearce: Are you saying people charged

with murder should have their names brought
forward-

Mr WILLIAMS: I am talking about rape
cases. There are far too many cases where the
male has been found not guilty. I am saying
they should be given a fair go.

I want to refer to South Africa.
Mr Pearce: Does it take two to tango in

South Africa?
Mr WILLIAMS: I do not know. I suppose it

does. I think it takes two to tango the world
over. Does the Minister know any different?

Mr Pearce: It is a police baton tango in South
Africa.

Mr WILLIAMS: There is an apparent deter-
mination by the Labor Party to allow only one
point of view to be expressed in this country. I
am not talking about a black view as opposed

(23)
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to the view of the South African Government; I
am talking about sectional black views. We
have recently had visits by Archbishop Tutu
and the head of the African National Congress.
Oliver Tambo. They have paraded across this
country and put their point of view about what
is happening in South Africa. They have also
been given an interview with the Prime Minis-
ter of this country, "Mr Charismatic". What-
ever the origins of the African National Con-
gress and its original intentions, it is now
nothing more than a ploy for the Communist
Party. Nobody would argue that that is not the
case. By condoning this extremism by the
African National Congress, Archbishop Tutu
has put himself in the same boat. Archbishop
Tutu is no better than Tambo, as far as we are
concerned.

Another black South African, Chief
Buthelezi, who is the head of eight million
Zulus and also the head of one of the largest
unions in South Africa, wants to come to
Australia. He is a moderate and is opposed to
apartheid. He would like to put his point of
view in this country.

Mr Pearce: Who were you barracking for at
Rourke's Drift?

Mr WILLIAMS: I do not answer stupid ques-
tions.

The fact is that the Australian Government is
not allowing Chief Buthelezi to come here and
put his case. The Prime Minister invited the
other two South Africans but is now saying that
the money has dried up.

Mr Mensaros: Kim Beazley supports him.

Mr WILLIAMS: I am aware of that.

Mr Pearce: Kim Beazley senior is a very wise
man.

Mr WILLIAMS: Exactly, and he supports
that point of view. Chief Buthelezi has not been
invited to Australia by the Prime Minister be-
cause the Prime Minister says that the money
for such visits has dried up.

It is interesting to note that the Federated
Ironworkers Association of Australia is pre-
pared to pay for Chief Buthelezi to come to
Australia, hut on the condition that the Prime
Minister meets with the chief. Bob Hawke has
said that he does not know whether he will
have sufficient time to see him. The chief
would lose face if he did not meet the Prime
Minister.

Mr Court: He is not missing out on much.

Mr WILLIAMS: That is right. The Labor
Government in this country wants only to hear
the Communist points of view. It does not
want to hear a moderate's point of view.

Mr Court: It won't even grant people visas to
visit.

Mr WILLIAMS: That is right. Parents who
want to come to see their children, and grand-
parents their grandchildren, have to wait for up
to two years to obtain a visa to come to this
country.

We should also consider that the only sea
lane in that part of the world that will remain
open for trade is that around the southern tip
of South Africa. We can forget about the Suez
Canal because if a stoush begins and a ship is
sunk in the canal it will be closed for good. We
all know of the Russian threat that is building
up in the Indian and Pacific Oceans.

Mr Court: And members opposite do not
give a damn.

Mr WI LLIAMS: They do not give a hoot.
We are concerned that we will never hear the

moderate points of view of Chief Buthelezi in
this country. We are concerned also at the sanc-
tions placed on South Africa by the Federal
Government. Those sanctions are achieving
nothing at all; in fact, we are losing money. If
we are returned to Government we will insist
that these stupid, nonsensical sanctions be
lifted. We will certainly invite Chief Buthelezi
to visit Australia because we want to hear all
sides of every argument.

Mr Gordon Hill: Are you referring to the
return of the Federal Government or the State
Government?

Mr WILLIAMS: We will be returned, as will
a Federal coalition Government, after the next
election. Do members of the Government
know what their great Prime Minister said
today in a news bulletin? He said that he feels
confident that, at the next election, the Labor
Government will be returned with an increased
majority. What a joke! We will be returned,
and we will make sure that these sanctions are
lifted.

Mr Gordon Hill: State Governments are not
concerned with foreign affairs.

Mr WILLIAMS: It is vitally important that
we keep those sea lanes open, and it is vitally
important for the economy of this State that
sanctions are lifted. We also want tourists from
South Africa because they bring us a consider-
able amount of tourist dollars a year.

Mr Read: Money, money, money!
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Mr WILLIAMS: It is more than money;, it is
cornmonsense which the member fo r
Mandurah does not understand. MrT Deputy
Speaker. I wish you could shut that parrot from
Mandurah up.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I do not
need any help. The member for Cloniarf will
continue his speech.

Mr WILLIAMS: Members are aware of my
concerns about the keep left rule on our roads,
and our traffic problems in general. The free-
way system in Perth has been in operation for
many years. The freeways were superb when
they were first built, but those responsible for
their construction underestimated the number
of vehicles that would use the freeways in the
future. This has been proven by the hold-ups
that occur when three lanes of traffic have to
converge into two, and two lanes into one at
busy times. It is a pathetic system. I am
worried by the fact that nobody in the Main
Roads Department concerned with traffic
systems wants to do anything to overcome the
problem.

One of the biggest problems on the freeways,
and on major secondary roads, is that drivers
will not keep to the left. Slow drivers want to sit
in the centre of the road. I know the maximum
speed limit on the freeways is 80 kilometres per
hour. However, most motorists travel at the
mowe realistic speed of 100 kilometres per
hour. I am not suggesting that we have a
blanket speed limit of 100 kilometres per hour,
but I am suggesting that drivers in the left lane
travel at 80 kilometres per hour, drivers in the
middle lane travel at 90 kilometres an hour,
and drivers in the fast lane travel at 100 kilo-
metres per hour to allow for the traffic to move
faster. The idea of a freeway is to keep the
traffic flowing.

Members travelling to England, the Conti-
nent, or even Sydney and Melbourne, would
see signs advising motorists to keep to the left
unless overtaking. We.- encourage people to
travel in the right-hand lanes of our freeways
and to do 60 kilometres per hour when the
maximum speed advisable is 80 kilometres per
hour. The traffic on freeways is slowed exten-
sively by these drivers.

Another matter that concerns me about our
freeways is the way trucks and larger vehicles
slow down and even stop the traffic in peak
hours. I believe that those vehicles should not
be allowed on the freeways between 7.15 and
8.30 am and between 4.-I5 and 5.30 pm.

That will give us some chance but we shall
not achieve anything until people get it into
their heads that they must keep to the left of
the road. When I raised this matter more than
six years ago I received a great response; that
response has grown and today I can assure this
House that 95 per cent or more of motorists
want the keep left rule reintroduced. It is not
something new; it was the important guideline
iti our traffic laws a decade ago and it then
went by the board. That decision has been
proved wrong, so the sooner we get back to the
rule of keeping to the left and being courteous
on the road, the better off we shall be. The
traffic will flow more quickly and we shall get
rid of the density of traffic in the morning and
evening peak hours.

Today I had to travel through the West Perth
subway at approximately 5.25 pm, and the
traffic was backed up to Kay Street. When I got
towards the subway I could see that the lights
were green because the cars in front of a par-
ticular van moved off. However, the van stayed
put. I guarantee that it was not until there was a
space of 50 metres that the van slowly moved
off. The vehicle was in the right-hand lane, and
that may have been because he wanted to turn
right at the subway. When there was a gap of I5
metres the vehicle behind him moved off. One
could work out how many cars could have gone
through the traffic lights within the time that
the space of 65 metres occurred in peak hour
traffic. This happens because drivers are not
considerate; they are not ready to get up and
go, so the traffic flow is held up.

It would be far better if the police were
speeding up the traffic to get it moving instead
of taking part in radar traps as we see at the
moment. I have personally seen nine policemen
at one radar check, one holding the gun, one
talking to his mate on the portable radio and
seven at the next corner, with five police ve-
hicles held up. Of those seven policemen one
was taking the name of a motorist and the
other six were standing around talking. That
radar block was on a downhill gradient. It is
marvellous how they always seem to be situ-
ated downhill.

We spend a great deal of money putting
police through police training schools for four
months' intensive training at taxpayers' ex-
pense. Once having passed through that school
they should be comprehensively trained in
most police matters. You, Mr Deputy Speaker,
and I know that at the moment law and order is
at the lowest level it has ever been, yet we have
situations in which nine policemen are revenue

707



708 [ASSEMBLY]

collecting. 1 have been told that further down
near Lighthouse Hill up to 12 policemen have
been engaged in this revenue collecting.

This cannot continue. It is tunnel vision on
the part of the Police Force allowing expertise
to go to waste. What is wrong with setting up a
system whereby traffic inspectors, who would
require only a week or two's training, could
take over this job? If the Government insists on
this revenue collection it should release these
constables to deal with mare important matters
such as law and order. Alternatively, they could
be on the roads instructing people to keep to
the left, to speed up, to keep up with the flow of
traffic. They could be doing a great deal more
good and, above all, they could teach the public
road courtesy.

This is an important factor which the Minis-
ter should consider; relieving these policemen
of the onerous duties of radar checks. I know
they do not like it and the public do not like to
see them performing these tasks. If we must
have radar checks, traffic inspectors should be
employed to collect the revenue.

A further point with regard to motor vehicles
is that each year motor vehicles which are more
than two years old should be required to go
through a road check before their licences are
renewed, It is very important for the safety of
road users in this State that these vehicles be
checked. There is a simple way of doing it:
Garages could be authorised to carry out the
inspections at a standard fee; when the motor-
ist receives the vehicle licence form he makes
an appointment with an authorised garage to
have the motor vehicle checked; when it is
checked and passed he receives a document
from the garage certifying that it is okay for
relicensing; the document is sent back with the
licence, which is then renewed. If the motor
vehicle is not up to standard, it must be
repaired before it can be relicensed.

To make sure that no garage cheats or makes
a welter of it, the police could be empowered to
call in vehicles from time to time to do spot
checks to ascertain that authorised garages are
doing their job properly. This would avoid the
need to establish another bureaucratic depart-
ment, it would keep business in the private
sector and, above all, it would make sure that
vehicles on the road were mechanically safe. I
venture to say that 20 per cent of them are not,
and that threatens the safety of all motorists.

MR RUSIITON (Dale) [8.47 pmj: My
remarks will first of all be related to the dis-
semination of untruths, and they relate to the

comments made by the member for Stirling. it
is up to each and every one of us in this House
to take on board what is happening with the
present acceptance and delivery of what I call
disinformation, which is an art form today. It
reflects on the general conduct of our citizens
and the fact that they tend to disbelieve any-
thing said by a politician in this day and age. It
is time that position was corrected.

1t was interesting to hear the member for
Clontarf referring to remarks made by the
Premier- This art form of disinformation is a
deliberate attempt to launder incorrect words,
untruths, into truths. That takes place. It is a
big challenge to professional journalists to be
able to have the time to question the remarks
made from time to time which are then re-
pealed in the media, with the people reading
them believing they are true.

Frequently the Premier in this House
presents a word picture, one he wants used. He
wants the public to read it and we in this House
know it is not factual. It is an art form. It is
modelled on the Wran Government's activity;,
after coming to office following a long time in
Opposition, that Government sought ways and
means of getting from short-term Government
to long-term Government. This was the
method by which it introduced a huge media
back-up to its administration and, therefore, it
relied not so much on performance in a practi-
cal or factual way but a presentation of a situ-
ation to convince the public that it was in fact a
real performance. I hope that will be rectified
one day.

It is interesting to relate the same situation in
this Parliament. Not many members have
knowledge of this Parliament as it operated in
the past. They do not realise that in years gone
by we did not have the present charade with
regard to question time. The introduction of
microphones allowed this Government to have
a team of officers in outside rooms who listen
to every word and then feed back responses,
and now all we have from the Government's
side is dorothy dixers. In the past we had one
or two dorothy dixers from a conservative
Government, but the media at that time would
put in the comment "LDorothy Dix"- That was
the way of recording a response to a dorothy
dixer; that is, a question asked by a Govern-
ment member of a Government Minister with
the objective of getting the information out.

Mr Pearce: You hold the record in this place
for answering dorothy dixers-far I17 minutes
you answered a dorothy dixer!
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Mr RUSHTON: That is untrue, but it is
something the Minister managed to make the
media believe.

Several members interjected.
Mr RUSHTON: I will put the facts to the

House.
Mr Pearce: Question time with you was

awful-it wasn't question time.
Mr RUSHTON: That might be what was

printed in the media, but it is not true.
The Leader of the Opposition, now the

Premier, at the time would hold the floor dur-
ing question time and attack individuals
outside this place. He used to carry on like that
day after day. As a redress to that situation,
there were, from time to time, answers-

Mr Pearce: You used to read out the freight
schedules for Total West.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I think I
have been fairly tolerant to all speakers in this
place and I think we should hear only the voice
of the member for Dale.

Mr RUSKTON: Thank you, Mr Deputy
Speaker-

Mr Pearce: I know that is not a majority
point of view but I will accept it anyway.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I Will Over-
look that further interjection but I need only to
be tempted and I think I could prompt myself
to be angry. The only voice I want to hear for
the next 26 minutes is the voice of the member
for Dale.

Mr RUSH-TON: What has just taken place is
typical of the dissemination of untruths this
Government indulges in. The point is that at
the time this charade of question time
originated the present Premier was the Leader
of the Opposition and he used to hold a Perry
Mason-type inquisition on individuals that
went on for lengthy periods. In fact the Speaker
of the day would call the Leader of the Oppo-
sition and he would take up all of question
time. Occasionally one or two lengthy answers
were given but what was just said was totally
untrue. However, the Government has
managed to get the media to believe it and that
is pant of this dissemination of untruths, this
laundering of words to-give acceptance to un-
truths.

A good way of illustrating what takes place at
present is revealed by the fact that Government
members do not put any questions on the No-
tice Paper. That is the way the Government
controls this House. I hope in the years ahead
members will see this as being an unacceptable

way to control the conduct of this House. I
hope it will be changed;, it would be far prefer-
able to go back to what used to happen prior to
the present Government's election, when the
Opposition of the day, whatever it was, actually
asked most of the questions and was given an
opportunity to probe the Government of the
day.

Mr Pearce: We made the mistake of asking
you; we never got more than two questions in.

Mr RUSHTON: That it totally untrue. The
Leader of the Opposition of the period would
cover most of question time; he asked ques-
tions that were longer than the answers
received. That went on day after day but
nothing more clearly illustrates the laundering
of untruths than the example that was used in
relation to me. That is very obvious.

Another point I would make relates to the
sad situation in respect of the Western
Australian Development Corporation. People
talk about corruptness in relation to individ-
uals; 1 will not move in that direction but
rather in the direction of the administration of
the WADC. The form of administration put
forward by the Government is corrupt. The
Government used good people with good repu-
tations to launder the State's assets-the long-
term assets-for short-term political advan-
tage. To me that is totally questionable. I think
it is corrupt to have a situation where a piece of
land, such as that at Heatheote, is being
processed with no regard for the long-term ad-
vantage of the people of this State. it is purely a
method of financing this Government's ex-
travagant administration. I would say that it is
a corrupt form of administration when this
Government is able to by-pass the Parliament
in so many ways. One example of that is the
way the Government has kept changing the
number of Government employees. The Oppo-
sition has never been able to get an answer
about the actual number of Government em-
ployees in this State. The Opposition was
simply attempting to examine the performance
of the Government but it could never get an
answer-at least in recent times, because the
an swers were con stantly mod ifi ed.

If one compares the figures given by t he
Treasurer i n relation to the number of Govern-
ment employees in this State with those given
by the Australian Bureau of Statistics, one
finds that in June 1983, according to the ABS,
there were 115 000 State Government em-
ployees, while at June 1986, there were 1 23 000
employees. That is an increase of 8 000. How-
ever, from the Press releases and reports given
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by the Treasurer, one would believe that there
had been a reduction in the number of em-
ployees. This is due to the dissemination of
untruths; it has become an art form under this
Government and it should be exposed. If we
expect our families, our children and our so-
ciety to respect this Parliament, and
subsequently reduce the amount of vandalism,
anti-social acts and so on, we must set an
example. The Government should lead by way
of example to the citizens of this State. When
one makes an art form of the dissemination of
untruths, one creates a sick society and we will
finish up with a very sad situation.

Certainly our young people cannot be
blamed for doing some of the things they do. I
think society has slipped from the standards of
the past and most members would agree that
there are far more crimes such as breaking and
entering and other anti-social activities today
than there were in the past. I believe that comes
from a lack of example set by the leaders of this
State, and that is something which will be a big
challenge to future leaders. We certainly should
give considerable thought to it.

I would like to speak briefly on what the
Premier has said about the present financial
situation. In the last four years there has bcen
an increase of some 80 per cent in State tax-
ation. The appeal fee for town planning has
gone from nothing to $50. The fee for boat
licence has escalated at a tremendous pace. All
one can do is look at totals now, because one
cannot get the factual information from the
Government; but if one looks at totals, this
Government has been the heaviest taxing
Government there has ever been.

The Premier has just attended a Labor
Premiers' conference with the Prime Minister.
I think this is a disgraceful thing for a start to
have Labor Premiers only. People are being
disfranchised on a political basis. Who would
believe that in a democratic society one would
have the State Labor Premiers only at a review
of the finances of this country. Members have
inherited the same situation with these
Government political advisers, who have basi-
cally disfranchised 50 per cent of our citizens
People who are not of a Labor background feel
they cannot go to a Government department
these days because they will front only a Labor
politically-committed person. That is why I
firmly believe our electoral offices have to re-
main non-party political so that any person can
come in the door. I think every person, re-
gardless of colour, creed, or anything else,

should feel free and welcome to come into any
of the members' electoral offices. That is what
members ought to see happen.

In speaking on the electrification of railways,
I can only place on record a few thoughts be-
cause, firstly, time is short, and secondly, the
Government has made a commitment. How-
ever, for reason of future reading and historical
records, I would like to record my comments
and indicate what a sad day it is to have this
Government making a political decision to
electrify the railways, without regard for the
professional advice that has been available and
without regard for the position of the tax-
payers. So far as I am concerned, it is an act of
political and economic vandalism.

As the person who introduced the aircon-
ditioned rail carriages in this State and set out
to upgrade the public transport system, I have
obviously studied the position of the electrifi-
cation of railways in great depth, with people
who were not directed to just give one answer,
as they have been now. The Minister for
Transport has in recent days attacked the
shadow Minister for Transport by saying that
he was misleading, and that all the options had
been considered by the Government when con-
sidering electrification. One only needs to read
their report to realise the statement is untrue.

M r Troy: W hich one was not considered?
Mr RUSHTON: The only one that was able

to be considered was electrification.
M rTroy: That is rubbish.
Mr RUSHTON: I have full knowledge of it,

so I know what the member is up to.
Mr Troy: You had full knowledge when you

were in Government, which was some time
ago, and that was based on a 1974 study. That
is how far behind you are.

Mr RUSHITON: This was the actual report
that came out of the recent study. The consult-
ant was asked to provide a statement of the
assumptions which would be used in undertak-
ing the study. This was done to ensure that the
expectations of the steering committee were
met, and in particular that ad hoc additions not
strictly concerned with electrification would
not be included in the study. That is the im-
portant factor.

The previous member for Welshpool, when
in Government in 197 1-74, set out to do what
this Government is going to do now in
introducing electrification of railways. How-
ever, the professional people at the time came
back with options which did not suit the
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Government. Included in that study group was
Mr Darrel McCaskell. The members of the
study group were quite aware of what had
taken place before, and those few words spelled
the lie to what the Minister for Transport has
said about all options being considered. They
were not. It was directed into electrification.

It is a disservice to the public of this time,
and I will just give members a few reasons why.
This city has one of the lowest suburban popu-
lation densities in the world, so it needs an
electrified system like a hole in the head. The
Fremantle line has a falling population.

Mr Troy: What about the area you represent?

Mr RUSHTON: I would like to record some
of the facts, and I am not going to answer the
interjection. This is a very pertinent issue. The
demand at present is about I 000 commuters in
peak hour on each line. That is about the maxi-
mum in the peak hour. it is about 900 for
Fremantle, and a little more for the others.
Electric trains can handle something like
50 000 commuters in a peak hour. The Govern-
ment is going to put in a system that will
handle 50 000 in a peak hour when the need at
this time is to carry something like I1000 com-
muters in a peak hour. This is a ludicrous waste
of finances.

Electrification locks us into a technology for
the next 30 years, and I think this was
mentioned by the shadow Minister. The reason
the consultants held out that electrification
should not be considered until after the year
2000 was that they wanted to take advantage of
all the technological advances that are taking
place throughout the world. In London at this
very time they are introducing a light rail rapid
system. It is more tram-like than train-like.
That is what members should be doing with
this low density population.

Mr Troy: What would you be doing with
freight lines?

Mr RUSHTON: The freight line, as I said in
an interjection today, could be electified-the
one going south to Bunbury.

Mr Troy: I mean the freight lines in the
Metropolitan area.

Mr RUSHTQN: I am not going to divert to
that. The Government has failed to pursue a
consideration of the light vehicle rapid transit
system. London is already giving consideration
to that, with its far more dense situation.

The review was created by the union's insist-
enice on a consideration of electrification only,
and I have proved that by reading those few
words from that report.

Mr Darrel McCaskell, a fanatical supporter
of the electrification of the metropolitan
system, has also had no appreciation of costing.

M r Tom Jones: A great man.
Mr RUSHTON: I will show the member for

Collie how great he is. It is time I said some-
thing about his intervention because he has
been the prime person who has led this
Government by the nose in its sacrifice of
millions of dollars. The previous member for
Avon was right on my side, was in full agree-
ment, and said it often in the House in relation
to Mr McCaskell's part. As a former Minister
for Transport, I am aware Mr McCaskell failed
as an efficient manager of Midland Workshops.
He was given the option by the commissioner
of getting out of Westrail or doing his job. He
got out; he retired. Ever since, he has been
pushing for this electrification. As a previous
chief engineer of Midland Workshops, he has
been getting the ear of the media. He was the
architect of the "N-class" locomotive, which
has been a disaster in this State. No-one would
be able to assess just how many millions have
been lost through his modification and the
changes that took place in that locomotive.

I make these points tonight so that they are
on record to show the Government how false it
is in pursuing electrification at this time. Elec-
trification should not be considered until the
year 2000. The recent help we received by
having the Queensland railcars was the way out
for this Government to put off electrification
for all t hose years.

Mr McCaskell was recognised as having a
flair for invention, but he was considered to be
a poor administrator. After we took office and
he had finished in his job, we had to introduce
a study of the Midland Workshops. The
changes were estimated to save the State $50
million. But this was after this area had been
administered by this man who has led this
Government towards electrification. The
Government has had him on all the studies
relating to the build-up to electrification:"

If members of the media were prepared to
read the minority report which was issued by
the two people who were free of Government
influence, they would find that these two
people were against the electrification of our
railways. I am hoping that with a change of
Government there will still be time to change
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the direction in which this Government is
heading. It would save millions of dollars for
this State. I hope we are able to keep our
options open to take advantage of later tech-
nology.

It was interesting to note that in the
recommendation in which Mr McCaskell
played a part it was suggested that the electrifi-
cation be on firstly the Fremnantle line, then the
Midland line, then the Armadale line. That has
now been reversed by the Government, quite
rightly, because the Armadale line is where it
will have the biggest opportunity to gain the
most commuters.

I turn briefly to comment on the subject of
planning and high-rise buildings- I admit that
the Minister for Planning is overburdened with
work. It seems the Premier has divested him-
self of nearly all his portfolios. The rumour is
that he is now studying law, preparing for a
change in occupation. Certainly the Minister
for Planning's workload has increased, and this
has meant he is unable to carry out his duties
efficiently. The Ministers in this Government
have a totally unbalanced share of portfolios.
The increased workload given to the Minister
for Planning has meant that he is now crum-
bling and getting further behind in his work.

Mr Pearce: My desk is absolutely clear.

Mr RUSHTON: That simply means that the
Minister is not seeing the work. The Minister is
not prepared to do anything about high-rise
buildings, and he should be doing something
with the Minister for Transport. There should
be a firm policy on this matter. I have been told
in the House that there is not yet a city plan-
ning policy for car parking. It is disgraceful that
these high-rise buildings should continue to be
erected without a firm parking policy.

Mr Pearce: The Perth City Council decides
the height of buildings.

Mr RUSH-TON: it does not. The Minister
for Transport has a say on what takes place on
the roads.

I turn now to comment on the escalation in
the price of land, a matter which has seen little
attention given to it by the Government. The
Government has inflicted on home buyers of
this State a price spiral for land, which was
unknown for many years. In answer to a ques-
tion I was told that in May 1986 there was an
escalation of 34 per cent in the price of land. In
the first year this Government the price of land
increased five per cent from minus .26 per cent
the previous year; in the second year it
increased 29 per cent; in the third year, 34 per

cent. This Government's inaction has had a
great impact on the price of land, on leases, and
on the whole question of home ownership. This
Government's socialist policies are depriving
people of owning their own homes.

Amendment to Motion
It is a serious matter, so I move the following

amendment to the Address-in-Reply-
That the following words be added to

the motion-
But we regret to advise Your Excel-

lency that Your government has failed
in its duties to the people of Western
Australia by not recognising and
taking action to abate the continuing
rental housing shortage which is
worsening by the day and has failed
to-
(a) take any action to give relief to or

provide any hope to the 12 750
families who have applied for
Homeswest housing;

(b) identify the cause of the rental
housing crisis and has been dila-
tory in its initiatives and void of
action to curb the rapidly
deteriorating situation whereby
I-omeswest's waiting list for ac-
commodation is increasing by
approximately 60 applications
per week;

(c) take initiatives to provide More
rental housing in Western
Australia; or

(d) take sufficient action to encour-
age private sector investors to re-
turn to and invest in the rental
housing market.

MR LEWIS (East Melville) [9. 16 pmJ: I sec-
ond the amendment. In so doing I draw the
attention of the Parliament to the housing
crisis that particularly is affecting the rental
market in WA today. It is very unfortunate that
the Government has been dilatory in
recognising the problem which some very
respected housing industry commentators have
been spelling out loud and clear for 12 months.

Unfortunately this rental housing problem in
WA is worsening by the day. We have 60 appli-
cants a week now joining Homeswest's
burgeoning waiting list. The pity is that no re-
lief is in sight for the 12 750 applicants on this
list. if we look at this in terms of the family
unit, we must accept that in the rental field we
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have a 2.3 times factor, so we are looking at
about 30000 people waiting to be housed in
Homeswest rental accommodation.

The terrible thing is that this Government
has failed to identify the cause of the problem
and has failed to take any action. It is void of
any initiatives to Curb this debilitating situ-
ation, which is worsening by the day. The Min-
ister and the Government give very little en-
couragement to the private sector to gel back
into the rental housing market.

The rent squeeze is on. It has been spelt out
loud and clear month after month by the Press
and by informed commentators. We have seen
headings in the Press, such as this one from 7
March, "Rent squeeze is on". I quote as fat-
lows-

Only in Sydney is it now harder than in
Perth for tenants to get a roof over their
head.

Government moves take blame for
shortage.

What this article is saying is that the rental
shortage in this State can be sheeted home to
the actions of Labor Governments in this
country. There is no doubt about that.

If we look at page 4 of this morning's paper
we find an article headed "WA's poor face shoe
box existence". The article says that thousands
of families out there are living in caravans
while waiting for Homeswest accommodation.

M r Wilson: It does not say that at all.
Mr LEWIS: It does say that.
Mr Wilson: That thousands and thousands of

people are waiting for Homeswest
acommodation?

Mr LEWIS: The Minister for Housing would
not know the numbers; that is how far behind
he is.

Mr Wilson: Are there thousands and thou-
sands?

Mr LEWIS: Yes, there are thousands and
thousands. For the Minister's information
more than 50 per cent of people living in cara-
vans are permanent residents.

.Mr Wilson:~ Are they all _waiting for-
Homeswest accommodation?

Mr LEWIS: I do not know, but there are
thousands who are.

Mr Wilson: You do not know anything.
Mr LEWIS: I know a little more than does

the Minister. The Minister is getting a little
cross. It is a common fact that when someone

touches a person's nerve he becomes cross. I
have obviously touched one of the Minister's
nerves.

The fact is that people living in caravans are
waiting for Komeswest accommodation. It is a
fact and the Minister cannot deny it.

Mr Wilson: You do not know any facts. You
are referring to a general comment in the news-
paper.

Mr LEWIS: I would like to quote a general
comment from the newspaper. It is the Minis-
ter's explanation of why people are living in
caravan parks. He was reported as follows-

The Minister for Housing, Mr Wilson,
said that the increase could be because
more people were now relying on welfare
payments.

What nonsense! Did the Minister say that there
are More people living in caravan accommo-
dation because they have to rely on welfare
payments?

Mr Pearce: Why do you think they are living
in caravan parks?

Mr LEWIS: I will come to that. I suggest that
the Minister for Education be patient.

Mr Pearce: My patience is limited.
Mr LEWIS: I know that.
Over 12 750 people are on the Homeswest

waiting list and that happens to be an increase
of 2 925 people in only 12 months. It rep-
resents a 30 per cent increase; and that is a
massive increase. People are waiting for
Homeswest accommodation and what has the
Government done about it? It has done
nothing.

Mr Pearce: We are building thousands of
houses.

Mr LEWIS: The Government has done
nothing.

I will quote again from the Press statement
which the Minister seems to think has no ver-
acity. It states-

Investigations by The West Australian
show that many people on the Horneswest
waiting list have no choice but to stay in
caravans.-

Is that fact or fiction?
Mr Wilson: You might say from that that the

general point is that it quotes two cases.
Mr LEWIS: It is very important that the

Minister should concede that point.
Mr Wilson: I do not concede it.
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Mr LEWIS: We could ask the reason that
these people are living in these circumstances.
The main reason is that there is a shrinking
housing rental market. The article continues-

The Housing Industry Association's ad-
ministrative manager, Mr Jon East. said
last week that Perth's high rents were the
result of a shrinking rental market.

The rental market is getting smaller and
smaller and the Government is doing nothing
about it.

Two years ago there were 158 000 new hous-
ing starts and the Federal Government was
most impressed. Today, we have a projected
114 000 starts; that is, a 25 per cent drop in a
market that should be expanding, not
diminishing. In addition, more people desire to
rent homes and the rental housing market is
tightening up. It is a damning indictment of
this Government that the housing starts are
down so much and, of course, it exacerbates the
situation.

Mr Wilson: Why aren't you quoting the State
figures instead of the national figures?

Mr LEWIS: Why are there not more housing
starts?

Mr Wilson: If you quoted the Western
Australian figures they might sound too good.

Mr LEWIS: The reason there are not more
housing starts is fundamentally that of interest
rates. Interest rates are 16.5 per cent and, as a
result, it has taken hopeful home buyers out of
the market. We have the most debilitating
interest rates home owners have ever known
and it is as a direct result of the Labor Party's
policies-

The main reason for the decline in the rental
housing market can be sheeted home to interest
rates. It has affected people's saving capacity
and that is why they rent. Their deposit gap is
widening and the cost of their expected home
has blown out and they are forced onto the
rental market.

I would like to quote the Premier when he
spoke at a recent seminar of permanent build-
ing societies. IHe was reported as follows-

"Interest rate increases in the past three
years have increased the cost of housing by
about one-third on a typical loan, leaving
aside the effects of inflation on the price,"
Mr Burke said.

"Such an increase was not accounted for
by many people in their personal financial
planning."

W hat he is sa yi ng i s that i t costs o ne-th ird more
to build a home today than it did three years
ago. As a result, it means more housing repay-
ments and it is more difficult for people to
purchase their own homes.

Mr Laurance: You have embarrassed the
Government. Government members are not
l isten ing to th is.

Mr LEWIS: Exactly.
Inflation is on the rise. In the December

quarter the inflation rate was 1.9 per cent
which reflects a 10 per cent annual increase in
inflation.

The reason for the rental crisis is firstly,
interest rates;, secondly, inflation; thirdly the
imposition of the capital gains tax which has
driven the private investor out of the rental
market; and fourthly, the abolition of negative
gearing which has also driven small investors
out of the market. People are not building
rental premises because they are not prepared
to accept a four or five per cent return for their
investment.

Another reason is the migration of people to
Western Australia. This year it is expected that
between 15 000 and I8 000 people will come to
Western Australia and this is further exacerbat-
ing the rental market. Of course, they are
coming here because of the climate and cheap
housing. It is cheap housing when one com-
pares it with New South Wales.

I accept that Western Australia was once the
j ewel i n the crown as far as the hous ing m arket
is concerned, but under this Minister's
administration it has gone rapidly backwards.

Unfortunately, builders are catering for pri-
vate home owners rather than for the rental
market. Competent commentators have said
that 4 000 dwelling units are required each year
to cope with the natural growth of people want-
ing to live in home units. It is interesting to
note that the number of strata units built in the
first 10 months of last year was 3 900. The
strata units are niot even keeping up with thc
natural growth.

The factors of marriage breakdown and the
sale of rental accommodation by owners to oc-
cupiers have cxacerbated the situation in the
rental market. We are now in a catch 22 situ-
ation where the rents on a three-bedroom home
have increased by 60 per cent compounded
over the last two years and young married per-
sons cannot save the money they would nor-
mally have saved for a deposit on their own
home. They are no longer able to save because
of inflation. Also the extra 30 per cent it costs
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to build a home today means that the deposit
gap has widened and many young people are
looking down the barrel of never being able to
buy their own homes. They are squeezed out by
inflation, the high cost of interest, and ever-
increasing rents. It is about time this Govern-
ment recognised that.

Since the end of 1983 the amount an average
wage earner can borrow has fallen from
$42 000 to $40 850 because of record interest
rates. The median price of established homes
has risen by 33 per cent, as verified by the
Premier, from $44 500 to $59 100. Rent for a
three-bedroom home has risen by 67 per cent
from $75 to $125 a week, Rent for a two-bed-
room unit has risen by 54 per cent from $65 to
$100 a week. The cost of building a 150 square
metre home has risen from $48 250 to $62 000,
an increase of 32 per cent. That is the record of
this Government and the Minister for Housing.

The terrible thing is that usually 25 per cent
of a person's income is considered to be the
amount that should be spent on rent. With
rents today at $130 a week or (hereabouts, this
25 per cent would reflect an income of $540 a
week or $28 000 a year. Thai amount would be
necessary to comply with the general Criterion.
How many people out there earn $28 000 or
more a year? Very few.

Let us look at the vacancy factor and the
crisis in the rental market. The vacancy factor
today, based on reliable sources, is approaching
less than one per cent approximately 0.75 per
cent.

Mr Wilson: You are behind the times.
Mr LEWIS: Okay, whatever.
Mr Wilson: Give us an accurate figure.
Mr LEWIS: I ask the Minister to tell us the

vacancy rate.
Mr Wilson: The latest report from RE! WA-

I suppose you would accept that-is that the
figure is 1. 3 to 2.0 per cent.

Mr LEWIS: Is the Minister arguing about 0.4
per cent? Big deal. Is it not incredible that in
this International Year of Shelter for the
Homeless we have this indictment of the cur-
rent Labor Minister for Housing. He has a dis-
astrous situation which is running away from
him: Tenants are protesting, rental auctions
and the like are taking place, and the whole
market is absolutely out of control. Not one
initiative has been put forward by the Govern-
ment or the Minister in an effort to change that
situation. The Minister does not know what to
do. What an indictment.

I will give a quick rundown of this Govern-
ment's failure. it has failed to give relief to
12 750 applicants; more than 30 000 people are
waiting for Homeswest accommodation. It has
failed to identify the cause of the rental housing
crisis. It has a deteriorating situation to which
it has not yet waken up. It is devoid of all
initiatives to try to alleviate this problem. It
has given absolutely no incentive to the private
sector to get back into the rental market; it has
not made it worthwhile for the private sector to
build rental accommodation even though the
Government Can not do it.

The Western Australian people want to hear
what the Government intends to do about it
and we want to hear also. When the Minister
replies I would like to hear him put forward
one initiative to try to abate this rapidly
deteriorating rental housing crisis.

[Quorum formed-]
MR LAURANCE (Gascoyne- Deputy

Leader of the Opposition) [93 pm]: It is quite
obvious that the Chamber will empty again
immediately.

Mr Pearce: Once there was a chambermaid
and now there are two.

Mr LAURANCE: I do not think that is
funny.

Mr Pearce: Everyone else is laughing.
Mr LAURANCE: The Leader of the House

and his mate. There is no-one else here.
It is a terrible indictment of this Government

that so far in this session we have sat for a
fortnight, had a fortnight oft, will sit for one
week, and will then have another two-week
break. The Government is scared to come into
this place;, and when we do come here for an
occasional week's sitting the Goverment
benches are empty. We know Government
members are embarrassed. The fact that people
are living in shoe boxes would embarrass any
Government. However, when we move an
amendment to highlight this matter one would
expect the Government to put up one or two
members to listen to and take pant in the de-
bate. The Minister obviously has no support
among his own ranks, and it is no wonder that
he cannot get support from the public when he
cannot get support in the Chamber.

This is a Government of hopelessness and
despair. That is apparent when one reads the
headline in today's paper, "WA's Poor face
Ishoe-box' existence". The nursery rhyme says,
"There was an old lady who lived in a shoe."
That is happening to people in this State now;
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it is not the wealthy people living ini big shoe
boxes, but Poor people in Western Australia
living in little shoe boxes. That is what the
Government has done. It has relegated those
people to a life of hopelessness and despair.
These are the very people one would expect a
Labor Government to help, to build up and
improve their lifestyle. What has happened
under this Government? We see falling
lifestyles and a reduction in our living stan-
dards. The Government has presided over the
only decrease in the country's living standards
since the second World War. A great achieve-
ment!

The Government has been on the Opposition
benches for most of that period and Australia's
living standards have been maintained at
among the highest in the world. On one of the
very few occasions when the Labor party has an
opportunity to become the Government what
happens? Australia's living standards fall.
Under a Labor Government we have become
the poor white trash of Asia. We have to jive in
a shoe box under Labor. That is its record.
Declining living standards! One dollar can buy
the front page of a newspaper in Japan. It will
not even buy half a newspaper. Our standards
of living are falling every day under this
Government. What is it doing about it? It can-
not even face the music in a debate on this
important subject. Its members are skulking in
the corridors of Parliament House and in the
parliamentary dining room they are weeping
into their cups of coffee. They are not game
enough to come here and face the music. it is a
Government of hopelessness and despair caus-
ing falling living standards.

We now have the highest interest rates in the
history of this country. This Government has
given us usurious interest rates. In a recent
article the Federal Minister, Susan Ryan, said
home loan rates will not drop. She is still very
red-faced over it all. The Government said it
was an incompetent individual that gave the
Minister the briefing paper. We then find he is
a very highly ranked academic to the Govern-
ment who said that home loan interest rates
would not fall for I8 months. The despair con-
tinues under the Labor Government.

My colleague has moved a timely amend-ment. if the Minister has any vestige of con-
science, he would have to support it and go to
the Governor and tell him the Parliament does
care and that it is not made up of uncaring
hypocrites and ex-parsimonious parsons. H-e
would tell the Governor we have a caring
Government which is prepared to support an

amendment like this because it knows it has
caused tremendous problems for thousands of
Western Australian home seekers. The Govern-
ment should have the gumption and courage to
say, "We know we have fouled it up and we
will amend the Address-in-Reply to the
Governor's Speech and let people see we are
honest;, we will accept our mistakes and try to
listen to the Opposition in future to see if we
can lift some of the shackles off the home buy-
ing and home building industry to try to get it
into some form of health." The industry is not
sick; it is mortally ill. The poor people have to
live in shoe boxes in Western Australia. Are
members opposite proud of that? Stand up all
members who are proud of that fact. How
many shoe boxes have members opposite lived
in? None! They are all wealthy academics and
farmers' daughters. They would not know what
it is like to be poor. They have not had to drag
themselves up like many people on this side of
the House. They are wealthy union officials.
The poor people have to l ive in shoe boxes.

Look at the disincentives to invest in prop-
erty. There are high interest rates, capital gains
tax, and removal of negative gearing, and now
the Government is pinching $10 million from
the tenancy bonds. It will stuff it into the
Government coffers. It is a further disincentive
and the Government will legislate further to
keep people out of the property market. Rents
will rise again and people's chances of getting a
roof over their heads will diminish further
under this Government. One thing follows
another.

The minute people look as though they might
invest in property again they receive another
kick in the tail to make sure they will not come
back into this field. It does not matter to those
investors because they say that the socialists do
not want them to invest in property. They can
make plenty of money by investing in the gold
market at the moment. They will foil the social-
ists anyway. It is the poor people who do not
have housing. Do members opposite not see
that? Are they so blind that they cannot see that
the very people they hope to help are the ones
being hurt the most? The investors are not be-
ing hurt. They will invest in other things. If the
Government brings in these socialist measures
to prevent these people investing in property it
will see what will happen to the people who do
not have a house and are struggling to pay
enormous rentals.

Mr Court: I think the Minister agrees that the
capital gains tax and negative gearing have had
a detrimental effect.

716



[Tuesday. 28 April 19871 1

Mr LAURANCE: The Weekend Australian
of 28 March carried a headline which said
"Perth leads increase in housing rents". I am
sure the Minister was not proud of that. Under
his administration we have the biggest in-
creases in housing rents of any State in
Australia. This article by James Morrison
says-

Rents in Perth-one of the country's
cheapest capitals in which to buy real es-
tate-

Under previous Liberal Administrations, that
is. To continue-

-have increased by a bigger proportion
than in Sydney, which is the tightest rental
market.

Is that what this Government wants people to
pay? Is that the sentence this Government is
bringing upon the people of Western Australia?
Is it proud of that fact? Let us see who is paying
these increased rents. The average weekly rent
paid for an unfurnished three-bedroom house
in Perth was $123.40. In Perth the greatest i n-
crease in the cost of rental accommodation was
in the working class suburb of Tuart Hill where
rents increased 45.2 per cent for a unit to an
average of $91.50 a week. Where is the
Government's natural constituency? Whom
does it claim to represent? The Government
does not represent the investors and has never
claimed to. They do not care. They look for
other avenues of investment. The Government
consigns the working class people of Western
Australia to the scrap heap- Now the Govern-
ment has been caught.

First, it started with a deliberate policy to
penalise people who invest in property. It set
about that course deliberately and it has been
very successful. We have capital gains tax, no
negative gearing and suddenly high interest
rates. There is no return on property so people
leave that form of investment in droves. The
Government has achieved what it set out to do.
It cannot have these nasty capitalists building
houses for our poor people to live in. The
Government said it had the magic solution. It
will come along and provide the houses. For
the first couple of years it pumped a huge
amount of money into the housing market and
that showed us it had pushed up the number of
housing starts amound Australia.

We have to have the mini-Budget in May.
What will they do? They will cut back on the
Government housing fund. "Shame", cries the
Minister, "shame" cries the Premier.

The Daily News of 21 April ran an article
headed "Burke warns on housing". We cannot
continue to let the Government do it. It has
crippled the private sector and it has pumped it
up with the Government sector. Now the
Government Finds it has ruined the economy.
What a picture of misery and despair for
people trying to get a house under this regime.
It is worse than Hitler's. People cannot afford
the Goverment subsidy market any more. The
Government has killed the private market so
there are no more markets to destroy. There
were only two to begin with. The Government
has fouled them both up. Look at the pride in
Government members' eyes and the chests be-
ing pumped out when they get up in the morn-
ing and read the headline "WA's poor face
'shoe-box' existence." How proud is the
Government of that?

Let me make a point about interest rates. We
have heard this Minister. He had the answers.
Year in and year out, they keep going up.
Where are the answers? When will the policies
start to work? When will they go into reverse?
That is the trouble-the Minister for Housing
wore a reversed collar for too long. He does not
know which way is front and which is back.
Every time the Government says it will do
something about this problem, interest rates go
up even further.

Let me give an example of what happens to
people under this Government's regime. A con-
stituent of mine in Carnarvon came to my elec-
torate office in that town a few weeks ago and
said, "I am a public servant and was posted to
Carnarvon. I had to leave my family home in
Perth and now reside in a Government house
in Carnarvon-one provided with the job. I
have just received a letter from my bank. It has
told me that it has just decided that because my
house in Perth-which I had to leave because
of my job to come to the north west-is rented
out to help me meet my mortgage commit-
ments on the family home, the one I hope I will
be transferred back to at some time in my ca-
reer, my mortgage is now being called an in-
vestment loan."

His bank is charging 15.4 per cent base
interest rate on the mortgage for the Perth
property, and an additional 4.25 per cent be-
cause the loan is now treated as an investment
loan. The total interest rate being charged by
this bank on a normal, average house in a Perth
suburb is therefore 19.65 per cent. That is the
policy of th is Government.
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My constituent is a person doing his job,
serving the State, working in the country, trying
to maintain a traditional home in the city. It is
the only property he owns. He is doing his bit
for the State, has taken his transfer to
Carnarvon, and is paying 19.65 per cent
interest under this Government's policies.
Well, what an admission of guilt and failure-
that a person would be saddled with an usuri-
ous interest rate like that. No wonder the Min-
ister buries his head in his papers. He should
admit defeat and support this amendment; that
is the only honourable thing he can do.

In the State platform of the Australian Labor
Party of 1984. item 22. under Housing, reads

... provide mortgage relief to those experienc-
ing hardship."

Mr Gordon Hill: It is a bit outdated.

Mr LAURANCE: Is the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services walking away from
that? Well, the Government is not helping very
many people at the moment if that person must
pay nearly 20 per cent interest. And he is in a
fairly typical situation, particularly for country
public servants. What has the Government
done about that? I raised this matter with the
Premier over a year ago and said he must talk
to the banks about the investment rate of
interest they are charging the people who go to
the country in the normal course of their du-
ties- If that person owned several houses I
could understand it, but he does not. He owns
one family home in a Perth suburb.

Under our policies, that used to be some-
thing people could aspire towards, and we were
proud of it. But people cannot aspire to any-
thing like that under this Government. People
get a shoe box if they are lucky, and if they are
not they go behind 12 000 people on the
waiting list, which is spiralling upwards faster
than at any other time in its history. We have
the highest interest rates ever; there is no
chance of them coming down, according to the
Federal Government. That is the sort of bleak,
dismal future this Government has saddled the
people of Western Australia with. It is a Miser-
able excuse for a Government. The thing that
will put it out of office no matter what it
does-and let me predict this: No matter what
it does-is the fact that this Government has
failed the people of Western Australia by not
being able to give them an increase in their
standard of living, as Governments over the
last 30 years have been able to deliver to them.

The great Australian dream of private owner-
ship of good quality housing in a reasonable
suburb has been absolutely shattered by this
Government, and there is very little chance of
its being restored. The only thing that will re-
store it-and more and more people are daily
beginning to understand this-is a change of
Government. We need a Government that will
put some incentive back for people to provide
housing, give them reasonable returns, give
them hope and a future-a bright future under
a Liberal Government. This Government has
failed, and members opposite know it. They
have no answers. Interest rates are going up
and up. The socialistic measures are coming
upon us day by day as we go further down the
plug hole. What a disgrace!

This Government will struggle along for two
years until the end of its term, but that is what
will put it out of office: The fact is that it could
not deliver the Promise that people in Australia
have become used to and have had delivered to
them by successive Governments over the last
30 years-that is, a continuing rise in living
standards. This Government has allowed living
standards to fall. There is not a reasonable
hope now of people getting what they would
have considered their right a few years ago-
the right to a decent home in a good suburb.
That Australian dream has been shattered by
this Government. and it might be able to cling
to one last vestige of decency if it supports the
amendment before the House tonight.

MR TRENORDEN (Avon) [9.56 pm]:- I will
become involved in this debate because it is a
highly important issue in the community right
now, and there are a couple of points which
must be made at the outset.

Most of the problems that have occurred in
this area of housing have been caused by the
Federal Government and have come from two
areas; firstly, reduced housing grants-and we
are told there are further reductions in the
wind-and secondly, a list of actions by the
Federal Government-negative gearing, capi-
tal gains tax, fringe benefits tax on housing, and
high interest rates which have placed housing
beyond the reach of the average person.

The high interest rates actually steal capital
from everybody who invests, and that is one of
the crucial problems that face this country now.
By maintaining artificially high interest rates,
this country is being strangled. It is not only the
small business community and the farming
community being strangled, but people who
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have purchased homes on the interest rates of
four or five years ago and who have found their
income being stolen by high interest rates.

Any future residential tenancy agreement
must not be based on an anti-landlord
perspective. I have looked at the South
Australian legislation, and in my opinion there
is a leaning towards that. I know there is argu-
ment in the community at the moment, and I
am not saying that is what the Minister is try-
ing to do, but I am just making that statement.
One thing is certain: If we put pressure on land-
lords and also on tenants, the result will be
more landlords going out of the market and
tenants paying more for the houses. We must
address the problems.

Most landlords are not big companies or big
organisations. they are individuals who have
saved money during the course of their lives
and have decided, like most people did in the
1950s, 1960s, and early 1970s, to invest in real
estate. That investment is turning sour. Any
investment adviser worth his salt will tell you
that one does not invest in real estate in 1986-
1987 and into the future. Interest rates, capital
gains tax, negative gearing, and those sorts of
disincentives are taking people out of the hous-
ing industry, and that means we have the age-
old problem of supply and demand. There is
too much demand for the supply. On the Min-
ister's own admission, there is somewhere be-
tween a one and two per cent vacancy rate.
That is our problem. If the vacancy rate were
five per cent, the landlords would not be able to
attract the prices they are attracting, and ten-
ants would be able to move on much more
easily when they were dissatisfied.

I know there are other problems such as
bonds and so on, but the basic, hard-core fact is
the problem of supply and demand.

The point raised by the member for
Gascoyne is true; I have had the same sorts of
problems raised in my office. Those people are
paying close to 20 per cent in housing loan
interest rates and farmers are paying about the
same-22 per cent to 23 per cent-and they
are making bad decisions about buying land.
We read in the Daily News last week the com-
ments of an accountant who said farmers were
making poor decisions by buying assets at high
interest rates, and home owners are making the
same type of decisions at high interest rates
which are not guaranteed.

There is a real crisis in home ownership. I
know the Minister understands that, and I give
him some credit. I do not really know what he

can do about it. It is his so-called colleagues in
the Federal sphere who are causing the cancer
which is killing the growth of the residential
h1ousing market. in a growing country like this
it is sheer stupidity for our Federal Govern-
ment to say it is a sin to invest capital in prop-
erty, but that is what the Government is saying.
If we were in a totally developed nation in the
middle of Europe, and capital and investment
were not required, one could argue about nega-
tive gearing and capital gains tax. But we are a
growing country, and to take capital away from
the market means that we will have a continu-
ing problem-we will run out of housing.

I will not give the Minister the rounds of the
kitchen table. It is a problem which is very real
and one which is recognised by the people who
are seeking a house in the market. We all know
from Press releases that a growing number of
people cannot meet their commitments on the
houses they have purchased. Without question,
interest rates are the greatest problem. The
National Party supports this amendment be-
cause it believes that the Labor Government in
this State should take urgent action and bring
pressure to bear on the Federal Labor Govern-
men t.

MR WILSON (Nollamara-Minisier for
Housing) [10.03 pmJ: I welcome the oppor-
tunity for this matter to be debated in Parlia-
ment. it is significant that it is a subject on
which the Opposition has been strangely silent
for the past four years. It rather puzzles me that
we should have this sudden flurry on the part
of the Opposition about what it sees as a hor-
rendous housing crisis at the end of a four-year
period of virtual silence on the issue in the
Parliament.

Mr Lewis: There was never a spokesman in
the Assembly.

Mr WILSON: I thought the member for
Floreat was the Opposition spokesman for
some time. Correct me if I am wrong.

Mr Lewis: Not last year.
Mr WILSON: I recall the member for Floreat

was the spokesman on housing for a period.
Mr Mensaros: Didn't I bring up the subject?
Mr WILSON: I do not recall it was brought

up for substantial debate while the member for
Fl orea t was spokesm an.

The point is we have had this debate at this
very late stage after four years of virtual silence
on the part of the Opposition. Even if there was
not a spokesman in the Assembly, is the mem-
ber for East Melville implying his leader in this
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House and other members, including himself
were not in a position to mount a debate on the
housing crisis to which he has referred?

Mr Lewis: Why don't you answer the ques-
tion?

Mr WILSON: I am setting the scene for
answering the member in a factual way, but I
think I should make the point-and I am
entitled to do so because it is a valid point-
that after four years of virtual silence we are
hearing from the current Opposition spokes-
man on housing, who is the fifth in four years.
That is the sort of priority the Opposition gives
to housing. It is certainly a matter for genuine
concern; I do not deny that. I have indicated
publicly and widely recognition of the fact that
this is a matter for concern, If the member for
East Melville talks to people in the industry he
will know that I have frequent discussions and
consultations with them as a result of my con-
cern about this problem. I see the member nod-
ding his head, and I acknowledge his accept-
ance of that point.

Mr Laurance: He was agreeing that you will
probably lose the Housing portfolio soon.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I think we
might extend to the Minister the same
courtesies I always extend to the Opposition
and allow him to deliver his address for the
next 16 minutes or so in respectful silence.

Mr WILSON: The State Government's per-
forrnance, not only in housing provision, but
also in increasing the standard of housing and
general accommodation support has been a
good one. In the four-year period the present
Government has been in office we have been
able to take Western Australia's public housing
to the position of national leader, offering the
most comprehensive housing package in the
whole of the country.

Mr Lewis: With the biggest waiting l ist.

Mr WILSON: In view of that, it is rather
puzzling that the Opposition should seek to
question that performance and the Govern-
ment's record in the public housing field; be-
cause once one starts Comparing our record
with that of the previous Government, one sees
that the Opposition has very little to boast
about. The fact that members opposite have
criticised our record demonstrates a great lack
of knowledge of the subject. Of course it is not
a matter on which the Opposition exhibited a
great deal of skill while in Government. The
Liberal Party's record in Government, both

Federally under Prime Minister Fraser and
under the previous State Government, is one of
neglect.

Mr Laurance: Four years later we are respon-
sible for high interest rates and capital gains
tax. Be realistic and be honest!

Mr WILSON: I am talking about the State
Government's record in housing and public
housing. I am addressing my comments to the
State Government's responsibilities and its
record.

It is hypocritical for the Opposition to take
its present stand in this debate when it is re-
sponsible, both at a State and Federal level, for
running down public housing during the Fraser
years. The Opposition deliberately created
leper areas and pushed public housing to the
fringe of the metropolitan area where there
were no facilities. Having done that and having
the record it has, I cannot understand why it is
now taking on the mantle of providing housing
for the poor. Its record is abysmal in that re-
gard.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition's
speech exuded the milk of human kindness.
That attitude really sits uneasily with him and
with other members of the Opposition.

Let us consider the Opposition's perform-
ance in housing. In the three years from 1980-
8I to 1982-83-

Mr Laurance: That is right;, blame your
predecessors. What about the problems today?
Problems have never been as great as they are
now and all you can do is talk about the past.
That happened four years ago. It was good stuff
in 1983, but it is not relevant in 1987. We did
not allow people to live in shoe boxes. You
won't give them houses.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I do not
know whether members can actually hear me
or whether I should make a special effort to
raise my voice. I do not know whether it is
something to do with my age, but I am feeling
quite warm in this Chamber with my winter
suit on. I want the Minister to be able to com-
plete his speech without interjections in the 12
minutes left to him. If anyone on either side of
the House wishes to test my ability to give
them 24 hours' rest, he or she should try me.

Mr WILSON: Thank you, Mr Deputy
Speaker.

In the three inancial years, 1980481 to 1982-
83, I 904 units of rental accommodation were
completed under the Liberal Government. In
the three years from 1983-84 to 1985-86, this
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Government completed about 3 526 units and
had a futher 1 000 in the pipeline. In the same
period under the Liberal Government, only
513 purchase loans were issued compared with
2 653 approved under this Government.

Additionally, the rental and bond support
scheme under this Government has assisted
around 146 000 people in private accommo-
dation. At any one time, there are around 5 500
recipients of this support-that is, people on
low incomes in private rental accommodation.
Using an average family size of 3.5 persons,
that information indicates that, since this
Government came to office, there are about
12 000 more people in new Homeswest Com-
monwealth-State rental accommodation, 9 000
will soon be sheltered by a Homeswest loan,
and about 19 000 people are being assisted at
any one time by rental and bond support in
private accommodation.

More importantly, the increased stock also
provide the Government with the ability to as-
sist more families through turnover. In the last
financial year, 8 600 occupations were made in
Komeswest rental accommodation, or, using
the average of 3.5 persons per family, around
30 000 Western Australians were housed. That,
combined with the contribution made by the
Government to moderate the undoubted ef-
fects of high interest rate as a result of national
policy, means that the innovative low-start
housing loans, the facilitating of provisions of
private rental accommodation, and the allo-
cation of funds to terminating building
societies, add up to a rather impressive record
for the State Government.

Under the low-stant loans guaranteed by the
State Government, we have been able to get the
building societies in this State to allocate $30.5
million in the first year of operation of that
scheme. The scheme allows people to under-
take low-stant loans with initial interest repay-
ments beginning at 3.75 per cent below the
current asking rate.

Mr Mensaros interjected.
Mr WILSON: I am presenting arguments.

Opposition members have had the chance to
present their arguments. The member for
Floreat did not take the opportunity to present
his argument so he should now let me put
mine.

Under that scheme, in the first year of oper-
ation through our building societies. 800 loans
were issued of which 45 per cent were for new
homes. When one considers that an average of
only 25 per cent of building society loans are

for new homes, one can see that this initiative
at the State Government level, working
through State financial institutions to provide
low-stant loans for new home buyers, has been a
very successful one. We have instituted the
scheme at a State level to take account of the
prevailing high interest rates. The scheme has
worked in conjunction with the building
societies, with home builders, and with the
Housing Industry Association. It is obviously a
scheme which the public has responded to very
positively because, as a result of this scheme,
800 new loans have been issued in a 12-month
period and many more loans are in the pipeline
at present. That initiative was taken at State
level to facilitate access to home ownership for
f irst home buyers and it has been Supported by
the public. It is an initiative which shows that
we have not been without imagination Or with-
out innovation in addressing the problems that
have resulted from the national economic pol-
icy.

The other scheme instituted at a State level is
a proposal whereby 300 homes are being added
to the Perth stock of private rental housing
accommodation. It has been made available by
way of a joint venture using Homeswest land
and four private developers. It is a new inno-
vation whereby the State Government has
made it possible for private developers and in-
vestors to be able to return to investing in the
private rental market on favourable terms. We
have done that at a State level and it has been
responded to very positively by private inves-
tors. Of course, we hope, through our land
stocks, to be able to engage in further joint
ventures with private developers interested in
getting back into the private rental market on
the right terms.

I do not deny, and have never sought to
deny, that the policies which the Federal
Government instituted and the policies it has
had to adopt as a result of changes in the
national economy have had many results and
high interest rates is one of them.

That, as members of the Opposition have
said, has been the greatest influence on
prejudicing the interests of new home buyers,
and has been the greatest influence in the in-
crease in private rents.

On the issue of private rents, the returns for
investors in the private rental Market have
been falling over a large number of years. That
is not something which has suddenly happened.
This development has been exacerbated by the
factors which have been mentioned by mem-
bers of the Opposition and by me, but there is
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no doubt that returns on investment in private
residential property have been less attractive
for a large number of years. For a long time
people have been able to obtain better returns
on their money in a whole range of fields of
investment with less aggravation than by
investing in private rental accommodation.

Mr Court: That is not right; they were
accepting a lower return because of the tax ad-
vantages. It is as simple as that.

Mr WILSON: The figures show that the level
of investment by private investors in the pri-
vate rental market has been falling for a large
number of years. because, comparing the
profits available with other means of invest-
ment, the return on private rental property,
along with other aggravations connected with
this type of investment, makes it less attractive.

The recent changes have exacerbated that
process. I do not deny that. That is why I have
made spirited representations to the Federal
Government over the past two years on that
particular issue. That is why I have been
pressing very hard for a doubling of the de-
preciation allowance to eight per cent. I have
done that consistently and with great energy
over the last two years-without success, I
agree, nor have my colleagues in other State
Governments been any more successful. That
includes the Ministers for Housing in
Queensland and Tasmania as well.

Mr Mensaros interjected,
Mr WILSON: The Premier has also been

pressing the issue with the Prime Minister and
with the Federal Treasurer, as I have been with
the Federal Minister for Housing.

The Government cannot support this
amendment. The State Government's record in
addressing problems of housing has been to the
greatest extent available to all. I do not pull
back one inch from that record of the State
Government. All measures possible have been
taken, and any criticism levelled by this Oppo-
sition has only been levelled after four years in
Opposition. That is a significant lag in time. It
does not indicate a credible Opposition.

MR MENSAROS (Floreat) [ 10-25 pm]: It is
rather unfortunate that the Minister's reply did
not achieve what he intended to any extent.
The Government has not been able to justify its
situation. Having acknowledged the problem,
the Minister reverted to the usual tactics which
we experience every time a Minister rises now.
The question is put upside down. The Minister
says. "You have not achieved much more
either."

I do not think this stands public examin-
ation. The Minister dealt with welfare housing.
He mentioned 300 houses of rental accommo-
dation. He has not read the amendment, which
I think is one of the most important before this
House. It says that the Government has failed
in its duty by not recognising and taking action
to abate the continuing rental housing shortage.

The Minister did not try to deny that there is
a tremendous rental housing shortage. It is not
a question of building societies giving money to
owner-occu piers. We were not talking about
that.

Mr Wilson: We are talking about new home
buyers.

Mr MENSAROS: That is right, but the
amendment talks about rental accommodation.
It rightly points out that this deterioration, par-
ticularly in rental accommodation, which goes
parallel with home ownership, is to a great ex-
tent due to the failure of Government to
produce incentives.

I should like to go back a little in history. As
far as I can remember, after the war Australia,
particularly Western Australia, had the repu-
tation of being one of the foremost Countries, if
not the foremost country, from the point of
view of home ownership. This ran parallel with
the availability of rental accommodation. But
that did not start immediately after the war.

Let us cast our memories back to what
happened in the late 1940s and the early 1950s.
There was a shortage of material. Before every-
thing there was price control and rent control.
The Minister may not remember, but I do.
When I came to this country in 1950 1 had to
write 40 letters-I remember the exact figure-
before I obtained rental accommodation, It
was, by the way, a beautiful rental accommo-
dation. Why the shortage? Because there was
rent control. The rent for a room in a house
was more expensive than the rent for the whole
house. Of course it was due to price control,
which gave no incentive either to build or to
create rental homes.

That restriction was lifted in the early 1950s,
and it was the work of one of the most
respected members with whom I had the
honour to serve for three months, Hon. H. K.
Watson in the upper House. As soon as rent
control was lifted the incentives returned. Both
Commonwealth and State Governments had
no restrictions on building materials. Interest
rates. were low, and the State Government did
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not have so many restrictions. There were no
building restrictions at that time. That all
amounted to good incentives.

I am not talking about welfare housing; I am
not talking about welfare units, which represent
an artificial part of the market. I am talking
about the real rental marketplace. That
improved all the time from the point of view of
rental accommodation and inexpensive rental
accommodation, roughly until both the State
and the Federal Labor Government came to
power over four years ago. That was the time
when the Federal Government introduced
measures against which I maintain the State
Government has not put up enough opposition
to make the Federal Government change its
mind, and some of the State measures are a
result of t his.

I do not want to repeat the Commonwealth
measures because they have been talked about
a lot. Although they are tremendously import-
ant because of the reduced attractiveness of the
abolition of investment in housing, it all started
really with the capital gains tax and were in real
estate until that time when I divested myself of
them, with the exception of two units, and
those only because of negative gearing. The
people who invest in housing know the
position. There is no secret about it. I feel
for my tenants. They are pensioners and
they are charged about half the rental they
should be. That is the only reason I have kept
in those two rental units.

In this history then we got rid of the short-
ages, we got rid of the controls, and then the
disincentives came in again. How did they
come in? If one looks only at the State situ-
ation, there are certain measures imposed by
the State which were very seldom mentioned
and very seldom connected with the lack of
rental accommodation. One can look, for in-
stance, at the Government's policy in letting
some of the local governments go almost amok
with zonings. For example, in Daglish, not high
standard but fairly decent rental accommo-
dation has been established during the last 25
years. It was cheap accommodation. It was
available for everybody. Suddenly the local
council of Subiaco tame in with fancy histori-
cal requirements and imposed disincentives on
developers, and they simply stopped building
home units.

Mr Wilson: You are not blaming this
Government?

Mr MENSAROS: It has happened during the
term of this Government.

Mr Wilson: During the last four years?

Mr MENSAROS: Precisely. There are still a
lot of decent units in Subiaco, but building has
stopped. Obviously, the larger investors in real
estate bought up old houses; they wanted to
build near to the city, which was a reasonable
proposition if it was combined with the secur-
ity of bricks and mortar, although the return
might have been somewhat less than in other
forms of investment. However, they were hit by
the measures imposed by the Subiaco Council.

Mr Wilson: I agree, but what would you say
about starting to interfere with the decisions of
the Subiaco City Council?

Mr MEN SAROS: I am not criticising
whether it is right or wrong, but specific re-
quirements should be known in advance.
People should be able to plan. That is the secret
of investing or not investing.

The other measure was the Strata Titles Act.
The Minister for Kousing should not tell me
that we supported it as well, because in the
same breath as he criticises the Legislative
Council, he says how much legislation has been
thrown out. One cannot throw out every piece
of legislation. The Strata Titles Act was
introduced with the best intentions, but no at-
tention was paid to the side effect-resulting in
a lot of people simply not investing. How many
hundreds of investors did build a duplex, or
something like that, to live in one unit and let
out the other one? I have elderly people in my
constituency who gave that away simply be-
cause of the enormous paperwork and rules
and regulations which arc required, the need to
have general meetings and what have you,
which necessitated their engaging an agent, as
they cannot do it themselves, and that in-
creases the cost. They are getting tired of these
requirements, with the result that they put their
money elsewhere.

Mr Wilson: Are you talking specifically
about duplex units?

Mr MENSAROS: The Strata Titles Act has a
provision about these restrictions. Another in-
fluence is State Government taxes, which have
an indirect effect, which might not even be
recognised.

If one takes the Builders Registration Act-
and that has been extended even to the
country;, I suppose it is one of the things that
the Labor Party can pride itself on, according
to the old-fashioned policy of socialism-what
is the result of every registration? Every regis-
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tration has the result that those who are
registered defend themselves; they create a situ-
ation that the demand should be always bigger
than the supply. That goes for every profession.
Lawyers have it the same way. The medical
profession has it the same way. Look at the
intakes at the universities. It is not necessarily
politics. It is human self-interest, which is hu-
man nature. Unless one bends one's politics to
recognise human nature, rather than follow
doctrines which have been invented by people
hundreds of years ago, one will not succeed.

Mr Wilson: That has nothing to do with
socialism.

Mr MENSAROS: Of course it has because
registration is the antithesis of the free market.

Members on this side supported the Strata
Titles Act and did not vote against it, but that
does not detract from the fact that it has a
detrimental effect on this particular problem,
which is the availability of rental properties.

Mr Wilson: I agree with you about the Strata
Titles Act.

Mr MENSAROS: The other thing is that the
Government has a general policy of allowing
what the unions want, such as the slow
demolishing of subcontracting in the building
industry, which makes building much more ex-
pensive. No-one can argue that it does not. I
have just found an advertisement which was
placed before the last election, Where the Hous-
ing Industry Association wrote to Mr Burke
and Mr H-assell and asked, "is it your party's
intention to protect the existing housing
subcontracting system?"

I do not have the time to go into detail, but
there is no doubt that when the unions push for
direct employment, as plumbers do and as all
the other building trades unions do, that raises
the cost of housing, and as it does, investment
becomes less attractive, and there are fewer
potential home owners. These home owners
who cannot accommodate themselves as
owner-occupiers are pushed into the rental
market, which again in turn raises the demand
on the rental market. The result is that there is
not enough rental accommodation and it has
become very expensive.

The other speech refers to the proposed legis-
lation regarding residential rental. I do not
know what the legislation contains, although I
do have some intelligence, and 1 intend to ask
the Minister questions about it. The Minister
had an officer sent out to some rental associ-
ation to explain the proposed Bill. If that

officer explained it properly, there will be pro-
visions in this Bill which again will act as
tremendous disincentives against the improve-
ment of rental accommodation markets. I
understand-and the Minister will be able to
reply to my questions-that regarding the
giving of notice, the provisions in the Bill will
be that one can give notice of one month only if
one sells the home;, of two months if one moves
in himself or if one demolishes the home or the
house; and if one does not have any of these
specific reasons, one has to give three months'
notice. Who would consider being a landlord
under those circumstances? There are then
various forms which have to be filled out,
which will necessitate many people engaging an
agent. Of course the estate agents will support
it because it will be giving them income. There
will be a new bureaucracy created.

Owners will be subject to orders to restore
the property. It may look all right on the sur-
face, but what happens with a 100-year-old
house which is being rented out? Very often the
rent is low and the tenant understands that the
house is not in 100 per cent order. A coat of
paint could be necessary, and very often the
landlord and the tenant agree that the tenant
will do the painting and sometimes the land-
lord supplies the paint. These are practical
things. I have experienced it. These are things
which are not theory but which contribute to
the worsening of the situation.

I emphasise that I do not know the pro-
visions of the Bill but, if it contains this type of
provision, it will further worsen the situation. I
made a few notes on the back of an envelope,
calculating the difference in the investor's re-
turn on rental property as it was some eight or
10 years ago, and as it is today, as a result of
the disincentives of the last few years. There
was higher property-value appreciation 10
years ago because of the then prevailing incen-
tives. Eight or 10 years ago, one was able to buy
a house for $20 000 on a $2 000 deposit, and
one was able to sell that house five years later
for $40 000. in other words, if one invested
$2 000 as the deposit and received $18 000 as a
loan, one could make $20 000 on the $2 000
invested, and during those five years one could
enjoy the result of negative gearing. In other
words, one could offset the losses from the high
borrowing interest rates by lower income tax
and at the end of that period one could have
enjoyed a net capital gain without any taxation.

Mr Wilson: You are talking about individual
home buyers?
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Mr MENSAROS: V~is, I am talking about in-
dividual investors. Over the last three or four
years the cost of rental accommodation went up,
but not to such an extent that the situation
would have improved from the investment
point of view. Now, unfortunately, with the loss
of negative gearing the situation is far worse
than it was four or five years ago. That is the net
result.

It cannot be appreciated enough, however,
that high interest rates, combined with the
abolition of negative gearing and the insti-
tution of a capital gains tax have had a very
bad effect on the market. The Minister
acknowledged that and although I know these
are Commonwealth measures, I know also that
the Commonwealth, in its preoccupation with
other things, has ignored the accommodation
angle. As previous speakers have said-and it
bears repetition-accommodation is one of the
most important ingredients of civilised human
life. Food and accommodation are basic
necessities and when the supply of accommo-
dation, for example, deteriorates to the extent
that it has, there will be a deterioration in the
standard of living. There can be no question
about that. One only has to think back to when
Australians travelled overseas, in the days
when Australia's standard of living was ex-
tremely high. Australians really lived like lords
overseas on their Australian money, both in
Europe and, to a lesser extent, the United
States. The situation today is exactly the op-
posite. People come to Australia from
Germany, Switzerland, Britain and even some
of the so-called Iron Curtain countries and find
that the cost of living is cheaper here. The re-
sult of that is that we have a lower standard of
living.

I think this is a very important amendment.
The Minister did not really defend the Govern-
ment. He spoke only about welfare housing,
which is a small, artificial part of the market. I
think that in all justification the amendment
ought to be carried.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result-

Mr Blaikie
Mr Bradshaw
Mr Cash
Mr Court
Mr Crane
Mr Grayden
Mr Laurance
Mr Lewis

Ayes 15
Mr MacKinnon
Mr Mensaros
Mr Rushton
Mr Stephens
Mr Trendorden
Mr Watt
Mr Williams

(Teller)

Mrs Beggs
Mr Bertram
Mr Bridge
Mr Bryce
MrCarr
Mir Peter Dowding
Mr Evans
Mr Grill
Mrs Henderson
Mr Cordon Hill
Mr Hodge

Ayes
Mr Thompson
Mr Cowan
MrClarko
Mr Lightf'oot
Mr Tubby
Mr Spriggs
Mr Schell

Noes 21
Dr Lawrence
Mr Marlborough
Mr Pearce
Mr Read
Mr D. L. Smith
Mr P. J. Smith
MrTroy
Dr Watson
Mr Wilson
Mrs Buchanan

Pairs
Noes

Dr Gallop
Mr Parker
Mr Tom Jones
Mr Brian Burke
Mr Taylor
Mrs Watkins
Mr Thomas

(Trim)

Amendment thus negatived.

Debate (on motion) Resumed
MR D. L. SMITH (Mitchell) (10.49 pml:

One of the problems of being a backbench
member of the Government is that because one
is always making represenlat ions to Ministers
on behalf of one's constituents, it gives the im-
pression that one is someth ing of a pessi mist.

This morning, however, I started the day
with a feeling of pessimism but my mood soon
changed as the day went on. The first thing I
did was to read a back edition of a Bunbury
newspaper which reported on a well-organised
and very successful people's fair held in Capell
in my electorate. I noted that there was a men-
tion of me in that newspaper article, which I
had not seen before; namely, it was noted in the
report that the member for Mitchell was seen at
the fair clutching a pink geranium to his breast.

I must confess this gave me a rather different
view of myself. As the day proceeded I took my
daughter off to school; she farewelled me with a
kiss and wished me well for my week in Parlia-
ment.

I went off to the office and found my elector-
ate secretary and the trainee could not have
been more helpful. I went to the service station
and found the attendant to be prompt and
courteous. I drove along the road to Perth and
everywhere there were signs of things
happening for the benefit of us all. Rainbows
were about; the grass was turning green; drivers
were polite; the roads were improved. I went
across the new bridge at Mandurah and saw on
the left the new canal development with a big
sign on it saying it was a world-class develop-
meni- When I arrived in Perth I got to Caucus
and everyone there was happy and as helpful as
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he could be. 1 thought to myself, 1-low in these
circumstances can I go into the House today
and make a speech in terms which are the least
bit pessimistic?" For most of the day after
Caucus I sat in my office working and was not
really attending to what was going on in the
House. I must confess, though, that coming up
tonight and entering the House my mood of
optimism evaporated. As soon as I got here,
what did I hear from the Opposition except
pessimism, knocking, and gloom. I thought to
myself. "Deary me, you will have to address
yourself to that sort of thing again."

Lo and behold, what is the issue the Oppo-
sition has chosen to be pessimistic about but
housing. Like the Minister, I thought, "How
bad has our Government been in the area of
housing?" I had a look at the figures supplied
by the Australian Bureau of Statistics and saw
that in 1980-81. 9 554 private sector houses
were built in Western Australia. By 1982-83 the
figure was 7 576. Under the present Govern-
ment,,we have seen figures for our first three
years of I11000, 12 770, and 12 220. When
comparing those figures, where is there room
for pessimism? This Government has been able
to increase the building of houses in the private
sector q uite markedly.

I turned to the public sector figures and
found that in 1983-84, 636 houses were built;
in 1984-85, 900 were built;, and in 1985-86,
1 067 were built. Yet members opposite would
have us believe that this State Government has
in some way contributed to the current prob-
lems affecting the rental market.

If members opposite choose to look outside
Frnh, which might have had its special prob-
lems over the last 12 months because of things
like the America's Cup, they might be surprised
to ind that the situation is quite different in
some country areas. To take Bunbury as an
example, we can look at the waiting list for
Homeswest accommodation. I took a good me-
dian year and took the month of February 1984
as an example. In February 1984, a single pen-
sioner in Bunbury had to wait 21 months for
accommodation. A pensioner couple had to
wait 16 months. If people wanted a two-bed-
room house or a three-bedroom house, they
had to wait 25 months. If they wanted a three-
bedroom town house they had to wait 25
months.

I will now explain to the Opposition a few of
the things that have happened with respect to
Homeswest waiting lists. For the first time
ever, we have been providing accommodation
for young single people. We have also been

providing for the first time accommodation for
Married couples who are not pensioners and
are without children. Also, we have been
allowing for the first time couples with only
two children to apply for three-bedroom ac-
commodation.

We have also gone for a mixed estate policy.
We have gone for a select-and-construct pro-
gramme, which has led to remarkable improve-
ments in the kind of accommodation provided.
We have also had substantial refencing and had
extensive renovations and other improvements
carried out to existing estates, and this has
substantially improved the standard of
Homewest accommodation. For instance, this
Government was the first Government in
Western Australia to introduce a policy of pro-
viding heating in Homeswest accommodation.
One would think that would have been one of
the very basic things available to people, but it
was left to this Government in 1984 to intro-
duce that improvement for the first time since
the old days of the lounge room hearth Or the
old wooden stove.

In terms of local accommodation we have
also looked at new designs for the estates them-
selves. We have improved the Radburn areas,
and we have looked at putting into those
H-omneswest areas a number of ancillary im-
provements. We have put into Homeswest
areas an officer of l-omeswest, to provide help
for those with various housing problems. We
have provided accommodation for officers of
the Tenants Action Group in Withers so its
members can meet with and entertain people
whom they might be inviting to meet with
them. We have also provided a place in With-
ers for the Bunbury play group to establish a
play group centre. We have established a house
at a rebated rate for two religious groups to
assist with counselling and support for people
who live in the Homeswest area.

People are not only waiting a lesser time than
they used to but they are also moving into
much better environments and much better ac-
commodation than they have experienced
under any previous Government. For the first
time, under the spot purchase programme, they
have been able to move right away from
Homeswest areas. Also, under the shared
equity scheme, the first mortgage scheme, and
the packages for the elderly, people have been
able to buy the houses they are living in or to go
out and buy houses elsewhere.

Yet this Opposition, in its negative frame of
mind, accuses the Government of not being
innovative and accuses the Minister for Hous-

726



[Tuesday, 28 April 1987]72

ing of not attending to his portfolio. This Min-
ister has been the most caring, the moss con-
structive, and the most positive Minister for
Housing this State has ever had. His record is
second to none.

if any member opposite wants to compare
other regional centres, such as Northam,
Busselton, or Geraldton, I would be quite
happy to run through the figures with him. The
figures clearly establish that, except in places
like K~algoorlie where they have their special
problems, the wailing lists for Homeswest ac-
commodation in country areas has shortened
to a marked degree.

Mr Lewis: Because you have driven people
from county areas into the metropolitan area.

Mr D. 1. SMITK: I will take up that point
now. One of the other negative aspects one
hears from members opposite is in two parts.
One is that country members opposite, from
places such as Merredin and Northam, say that
the Government is forcing people from the
country into places like Bunbury and
Geraldton. If we consider the public servants
about whom they are talking we find that they
are talking about Westrail employees, Water
Authority employees, and some of the Main
Roads Department owner-drivers. The fact is
that, under the programme to reform Westrail,
places like Bunbury have suffered more job
losses than most other centres in Western
Australia.

With regard to the Main Roads Depart-
ment's new owner-drivers' policy, Bunbury has
lost all its owner-drivers while other centres
like Northam and Albany have been left un-
scathed. Because of certain policies introduced
by members opposite relating to Westrail and
the public services, particularly those relating
to the user-pays for public utilities in country
areas, people have had to move away from the
country because there are no jobs for them.
Those people have not been moving to
Bunbury or to the city, but they are living in
towns in which they have been able to find
work. A lot of them have gone to places like
Kalgoorlie where employment opportunities
have been created because of the gold boom.

If one looks at the converse of that, that is
the positive things the State Government has
been doing in terms of regionalisation, such as
establishing the South West Development
Authority, the new Great Southern Develop-
ment Authority, and the Geraldton authority
one will see what a good job this Government
is doing in country areas. For instance, in terms

of the regionalisation of the Water Authority,
no fewer than 25 public servants have been
moved from the metropolitan area to Bunbury.
I refer also to the proposed regionalisation of
Homeswest and the Health Department where
similar increases will occur.

Mr Court: How is the office space going in
the new tower?

Mr D. L. SMITH: I will deal with that. There
is an important message for country towns in
terms of the combination of the lower and the
hotel as pant of a package. It must be
remembered that they were part of a package-
part of what the Government saw that it should
be doing in terms of regionalisation in country
areas.

It has been mentioned in the media that
there is controversy in the Albany region about
whether a multi-storey hotel should be
proceeded with in that area. It would be useful
to those people concerned to look at the impact
of the Lord Forrest Hotel on Bunbury. I refer
them in particular to the Australian Bureau of
Statistics edition of 16 April on tourist accom-
modation in Western Australia. If the member
for Albany were present, he would be interested
in the figures.

The figures indicate that in terms of guest
arrivals at hotels and motels in Albany in 1985,
the total was 34 600. In 1986 the figure had
dropped to 30 700. It is not atypical of what
has been happening in country areas. in
Bunbury where the Lord Forrest Hotel has
been built, the situation is that in 1985 the
number of guest arrivals at hotel and motel
accommodation was 28 800, but in 1986 it was
40 400. The total takings from accommodation
in Albany in 1985 was $1.4 million, and in
1986 it was $1.2 million, in Bunbury in 1985
the total takings was $1.09 million, and in 1986
it was $1.73 million.

In the space of one year and as a result of this
Government's decision to encourage the pro-
vision of a modern hotel in Bunbury, it has
come from a position of having 10000 fewer
tourists than Albany to a position of more tour-
ists than has Albany. With regard to accommo-
dation revenue, Bunbury had 33 per cent more
accommodation than did Albany in 1986.

An Opposition member: It was only opened
last year.

Mr D. L. SMITH: That is more important. It
was not opened at the end of the year, it was
opened d uri ng the yea r; Th e f igu res a re far part
of the year only. When the figures become
available for this full year they will demon-
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strate what everyone in Bunbury knows, that
Bunbury has become one of the paramount
tourist centres of' Western Australia for two
reasons. Fiftly, it is because of the establish-
ment of the tourism directorate by this
Government in Bunbury and, secondly, be-
cause of the Government's encouragement of
the establishment of that hotel in Bunbury.

Anyone who addresses himself, as did the
member for Nedlands, to the tower without
having regard to the beneficial effect of the
twin of the tower-the hotel-is missing the
point of what the State Government has done
in that area.

in case the member for Vasse fears that any
of the Bunbury tourists have been taken from
Busselton, Augusta, or Margaret River, I advise
him that the tourist figures for those areas
have, in fact, increased; but they have not
increased to the same extent as they have in
Bunbury. It certainly has gone against the trend
that tourism in the country is on a downturn
and that is only because of the hotel provided
as a result of the State Government's initiative.

Mr Blaikie: You are emphasising that be-
cause of Government expenditure, not private
capital expenditure, Bunbury has taken over its
role in the tourist industry-it is only as a re-
suit of Government interference and Govern-
ment expenditure.

Mr D. L. SMITH: The member for Vasse
may be pleased to know that the Lord Forrest
Hotel is not a Government enterprise but it is a
private enterprise. The Austmark Tower is also
privately owned.

Several members interjected.

Mr D. L. SMITH: The problem is that when
one comes into this House and talks positively
about the things the Government has done and
is not restricted by the negativity of local Lib-
erals Or local National Party members, he is
criticised. The Government has been able to
get on with providing jobs, accommodation,
and better living standards for the people in
those areas where it has operated in a proper
and constructive way.

One of the positive aspects is that rural
enterprise in my electorate is doing better than
it has done in other areas of the State. The
dairy and beef industries in the south west have
gone through relative stability over the last few
years and have been able to reconstruct them-
selves financially.

In relation to the dairy industry, one of the
positive and worthwhile things the present
Minister for Agriculture has done is to intro-
duce the auction system in relation to milk
quotas.

Mr Blaikie: It was a helluva good idea.
Mr D. L. SMITH: I must confess to the

member for Vasse that I had personal reser-
vations about it. In fact, I made private rep-
representations to the Minister about my con-
cerns. The new auction system has operated
beneficially for the industry as a whole-not to
any one regional area or one group of large
producers as distinct from small producers. At
the last auction held last week, prices returned
to a level which would be described by the
Department of Agriculture as being -reasonable
and proper. It was partly because of the fears
that some producers have had regarding recent
events on the Sydney and Victorian markets,
but more importantly it was because the new
auction system has allowed some of the pent up
demands for quotas to be assuaged. As a result
of purchases at the original auction, the level of
demand has now reached a level which is re-
sponsible in terms of the prices being paid, and
in terms of the estimates made by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. It is a price that can gener-
ate a reasonable return for the producers who
are buying quotas at those prices.

Mr Blaikie: It has freed up the marketplace.
Mr D. L_ SMITH: It was done by a good

Labor Government. Some of my constituents
who vote Liberal at every election frequently
tell me that they believe the present Labor
Government is the best free enterprise Govern-
ment they can remember. The reason they say
that is that they can see things happening in the
industry which are beneficial to them and
which they regard as a method of deregulation
and freeing up the market.

It flies qjuite to the constrast of the carping
nonsense we have from the Opposition. This
Government is not in any way bound to some
sort of old philosphy which is not applicable to
current problems. It is a progressive, pragmatic
Government which is governing in the best
interests of everyone in this State.

Mr Cash: It is very pragmatic, and people are
waking up to that.

Mr D. 1. SMITH: It is pragmatic in the sense
that it is willing to make the right decisions
regardless of our ideologies.

Mr Cask- It makes any decision as long as it
gets votes from it.
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Mr D. L. SMITH: The member for Mt
Lawley should be the last person to make that
sort of interjection. He is staking his political
future on picking up every little bit of disquiet
in the community and using it to promote
some sort of major controversy for which he
hopes there is no solution. This Government is
looking at every problem and trying to fund
solutions to them.

The remarkable thing about Opposi tion
speakers on the last amendment to the Ad-
dress-in-Reply was that they did not make one
suggestion about what the Opposition would do
when returned to Government to address the
accommodation problems that exist at present.
As members often say in Caucus, we have
nothing to fear from the Opposition while it
carps and criticises and does not produce one
constructive policy or idea which might ad-
dress the problems being experienced by
people.

I would not like to leave the Address-in-Re-
ply debate with the impression that there are
no problems in my electorate that need to be
addressed. One of those problems is workers'
compensation. It is of concern to me that a
number of people are not, at the moment,
having their workers' compensation claims ad-
mitted quickly enough and are quite often
having their claims denied in circum-
stances which I believe are atrocious. I do not
believe that problem will be resolved until the
State Government does more about policing
the kinds of insurance companies that are al-
lowed to operate in the workers' compensation
area and until it controls some of the so-called
investigators who are trying to grab profits
from people who have genuine injuries.

I will give a couple of recent examples to the
House. During his lunch break, a worker at one
of the local abattoirs went outside to wash his
plate using a hose provided for washing the
floor. After he finished washing his plate he
noticed that the floor was dirty and, even
though it was his luncheon break, he thought he
should wash down the area. Unfortunately,
while he was doing that, he scalded his leg.
Because he lived in Homeswest accommo-
dation he had rental payments to meet. He also
had hire purchase payments to m~eet. He
thought that, in those circumstances, there
would be no problem about his receiving
workers' compensation quickly. However,
although the employer sent the forms to the
insurer quickly, the company decided it would
not pay until it had sent an assessor to investi-
gate how the accident happened during the

luncheon break. The assessor took statements
from the worker and his wife, and from people
at the workplace, and went back to Perth and
made a report recommending that payment not
be made. The insurer did not notify the worker
that the claim would not be paid in the 14-
day period required. When the worker went to
social security for help, he was told that he
should attempt to arrange something with the
insurance company before they put him on
some sort of sickness benefit. He was left in a
state of limbo for longer than he should have
been.

The insurance company-FAI, about which
I have received a number of complaints-
should have admitted the claim. I will come
back to other complaints about that company
later. In that case, that person was threatened
with repossession of the goods he had bought
on hire purchase and with eviction by
Homeswest simply because of the failure of the
workers' compensation insurer to investigate
and acknowledge a proper claim more quickly
than it did. He will be left to litigate his claim
through the Workers' Compensation Board.

In the same week I recieved representations
from a girl working at a factory in Perth who
was left for five months waiting for ac-
knowledgment of liability from the same in-
surers-FAI-as to whether her claim would
be admitted. It was eventually denied on the
basis that the medical evidence, five months
after the accident, did not indicate the symp-
toms which she described were the result of the
accident. That may or may not be a proper
judgment although I believe it was wrong.
However, for her to be left in limbo without
some action being taken on the pail of the
insurer and the assessor investigating that
claim to ensure an early decision was made is
reprehensible.

I have also had the experience of a constitu-
ent of mine being on workers compensation
for nearly I I months as a result of art injury he
received. A letter from his employer, SCM
Chemicals Ltd, stated that he was so badly
incapacitated that there was no reasonable
prospect Of his returning to his previous job or
to any other job at the factory. -He was told
that, as a member of a superannuation scheme,
he would probably be entitled to receive lump-
sum superannuation or a weekly payment in
addition to what he was entitled to receive
from workers' compensation.

Unfortunately, the superannuation scheme
was controlled by a major national insurance
company, and it has the sole discretion in
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determining whether he was totally and perma-
nently incapacitated from performing his du-
ties or any other duties for which he could be
trained. After four or five months, the
company came to the conclusion that his claim
should be denied. In October of 1986, I
requested a review of the case, a copy of the
superannuation policy, and the medical reports
on which that opinion was based, and was told
we would not be given them. We were told,
however, that the company would review the
matter. We received a letter from SCM Chemi-
cals in December saying that it had referred my
letter to its insurers. Only this month we were
notified that the insurers, having reviewed the
case, were again declining payment and again
refused to supply us with a copy of the
superannuation policy and the medical evi-
dence which it had relied on to tell the worker
that he was not entitled to any payment. If that

is not a good reason for workers and unions to
be involved in worker superannuation
schemes, I do not know what is.

That worker was told by his employer to
leave his employment as a result of an inca-
pacity. yet was told also that he did not qualify
for supierannuation under the scheme he was
in. That is a gross abuse of the system and
indicates that there are insurers in the market-
place who are more interested in profits than in
providing benefits for which premiums have
been paid.

Unfortunately, my time has expired. I
wanted to raise a number of similar and other
matters. I hope that I will have the opportunity
to raise them on some other occasion.

Question put and passed; the Address-in-Re-
ply thus adopted.

House adjourned al /1. 18 pmn
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

SPORT AND RECREATION
Swimming Classes: In-term

382. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Will in-term swimming classes be

continued in 1987-88 on the same
basis as in 1986-87?

(2) If not, what changes are to be made to
the programme?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(I) In-term swimming classes will con-

tinue at the same level in 1 987-88 as
in 1986-87. The Liberal Government
action in cutting these classes by half
in 1981 will not be repeated. How-
ever, the precise form of
administration of the scheme is being
considered in the context of the
"Better Schools" report.

(2) Not applicable.

LAW REFORM COMMISSION
Investigations

429. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:
(1) What are the subjects currently under

examination by the Law Reform Com-
mission upon the request of the At-
torney General?

(2) What are the terms of reference for the
commission's investigation into each
subject?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) and (2) The attached information is

submitted for tabling.
(See paper No. 135.)

HOUSING
Units: Water Meters

430. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Water Resources:

-What is the approximate number of
residential consumer units in the
metropolitan area which are using
water without having a water meter
connected to measure the usage?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
There are no unmetered residential
units within the metropolitan area.

ENERGY
Power Stations: Collie

431. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(1) What is the present aggregate quantity

of waste water disposed from the Col-
lie power stations per day?

(2) What is the measure of salinity of this
disposed cooling water?

(3) Where is it disposed?
Mr PARKER replied:
(1) 38 000Dm 3.
(2) 625 parts per million total dissolved

salts-TDS.
(3) Disposal is from many points, all li-

censed with the Water Authority of
WA. These disposal points finally dis-
charge into two water courses,
3300Dm 3 per day into the south
branch of the Collie River and
5 00D M3 per day into the east branch
of the Collie River.

HEALTH
A udiometric Testing: Mobile Unit

439. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(1) Adverting to question 1557 of 1986, if

no workers have been subjected to an
audiometric test, why was a mobile
audiometric testing unit purchased?

(2) How many people are employed to
either operate or use the audiometric
testing unit? This includes drivers, etc.

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) In order to comply with the provisions

of the Hearing Conservation in
Workplaces Regulations 1983.

(2) Four. However, because of the State
Energy Commission's inability to
carry out the audiometric testing pro-
gramme, they have been redeployed to
other occupational health and safety
functions within the commission.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Products: Marketing

445. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Economic Development:

Would he please identify the "whole
range of products" which have been
successfully marketed by Western
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Australian Exim Corporation, and re-
ferred to by the Premier in the Legis-
lative Assembly on Tuesday, 25
November 1986?

Mr PARKER replied:
Western Australian companies which
approach the Western Australian
Exim Corporation for assistance ex-
pect and receive the same commercial
confidentiality required of other busi-
ness associates.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Returns:- Filing

446. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Economic Development:

Will he ensure that the Western
Australian Exim Corporation will
complete and file with the appropriate
State and Federal authorities all re-
turns, statements, and reports as are
required to be done, and to do so by
the required dates?

Mr PARKER replied:
Yes. This has happened in the past
and will continue to happen.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Tourist Hotel Project Lake Argyle

447. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister
Economic Development:

for

Having regard to the announcement
by the Premier, published on 7
January 1 986, that Western
Australian Exim Corporation had
arranged the finance for the $32.5
million hotel at Lake Argyle which
would then proceed, for what reasons
has nothing further occurred with this
Western Australian Exim Corporation
initiative?

Mr PARKER replied:
As explained to the member in answer
to his question 337 and elsewhere,
Exim's role in the development ended
when it introduced the potential
developer to a potential financier.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Tertaryv Students: Overseas

448. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Economic Development:

(I) How many overseas students
attending Western Australia's higher
education institutions have come to
Western Australia through Exim Cor-
poration?

(2) What level of income has so far been
earned by Exim from this education
promotion activity?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) and (2) In line with normal practice,
these figures will be compiled after the
end of the academic year. However, I
can assure the member that Western
Australia's educational institutions
are very pleased with the assistance
they are receiving from the Western
Australian Exim Corporation. It
should be remembered the institutions
themselves, the State, and the nation
will benefit significantly from an ap-
propriate increase in the number of
fee-paying overseas students choosing
Western Australia-rather than
Europe and North America-as their
education destination.

WA EXIM CORPORATION

Board Mfeetings

449. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Economic Development:

As the Minister responsible for West-
ern Australian Exim Corporation, will
he receive copies of all minutes
recording the activities of all board
meetings?

Mr PARKER replied:

Yes.

WA EXIM CORPORATION

Board Mfeetings

450. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister
Economic Development:

for

(I) How often does the board of Western
Autralian Exim Corporation meet?

(2) Are full and detailed minutes of the
corporation's meetings kept?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) Monthly.

(2) Yes.
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WA EXIM CORPORATION
Board Members

451. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister
Economic Development:

for

(1) Who are the present members of the
board of Western Australian Exim
Corporation?

(2) When do their respective present
terms of appointment expire?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) and (2) John Horgan, Chairman.

March 1990:
John Williams, Managing Director,
indefinite:
Sir James McCusker, Director, March
1990;
John Roberts, Director, March 1990;
Jim Horwood, Director, March 1990;
David Hatt, Director, March 1990.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Pastoral Activities: Funding

452. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Economic Development:

What is the total funding so far
expended by Western Australian Exim
Corporation and its subsidiaries on its
livestock and pastoral activities in the
Kimberley?

Mr PARKER replied:
The reconstruction programme being
undertaken in the West Kimberley by
the Western Australian Eximt Corpor-
ation and its subsidiaries is aimed at
improving the properties to the point
where they can be subdivided and sold
as viable units. The information
sought by the member quite clearly is
confidential.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Pastoral Activities: Consultants

453. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Economic Development:

What consultants have been used by
'Western Australian Exim Corporation
in its Kimberley pastoral activities?

Mr PARKER replied:
In the past 12 months, two consultants
have been employed on a full-time
basis-David Pentelow and Jim
Coulthard. Other consultants have
been engaged occasionally as required.

WA EXIM CORPORATION

Funds: IVA Overseas Projects A uthority

454. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Economic Development:

(1) Has the Western Australian Exim Cor-
poration utilised the funds absorbed
when it took over the Western
Australian Overseas Project Auth-
ority?

(2) If so, what information and account-
ability can be given regarding the use
of these funds?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) and (2) $20 000 of WAOPA funds has
been utilised to finalise unpaid
WAOPA accounts.

WA GOVERNMENT HOLDINGS LTD

Annual General Meeting

457. Mr HASSELL, to the Premier:

(1) When did Western Australian
Government Holdings Ltd last hold
an annual general meeting?

(2) What public notice was given of the
proposed annual general meeting?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(I) 27 November 1986.

(2) The notice of meeting, as required by
the company's articles of association
and the Companies Code, gave notice
to its shareholders.

SPORT AND RECREATION

International Events: Funding

458. Mr HASSELL, to the Premier:

What is the extent of public funds
from departments or statutory
authorities being committed to attract
international sporting events to West-
ern Australia?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

This question has been addressed
incorrectly to the Premier. It has been
referred to the Minister for Sport and
Recreation, who will answer the ques-
tion in writing.
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WA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Old Peril; Technical College Site:, Discussions

460. Mr HASSELL. to the Treasurer:
What is the present status of dis-
cussions between the WADC and IBJ
Australia Bank relating to the old
Perth Technical College site in St
George's Terrace?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
The WADC. largely at the insistence
of the Opposition, is not obliged to
provide information to the Govern-
ment outside the terms of the
Companies Code and the limited
specific provisions of the Western
Australian Development Corporation
Act 1983.
1 do not know what discussions lB.!
Australia Bank is involved in.

SUPERANNUATION BOARD
Members

461. Mr HASSELL, to the Treasurer:
(1) Who are the members of the State

Superannuation Board?
(2) By whom are appointments made?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Mr Tony Lloyd, part-time Chairman;,

Mr Barry John Markey. elected con-
tributors' representative.

(2) The chairman is appointed by the
Governor-in-Executive Council.

MINING UNIONS ASSOCIATION
Secretary Role

463. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

IS it Correct that the Secretary of the
Mining Unions Association is an
officer of an organisation within the
Minister's responsibility?

Mr PARKER replied:
No.

ENERGY: GAS
Purchase Contracts:- Financial Arrangements

465. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Minerals and Encrgy:

In finalising gas purchase contracts
with Cockburn Cement Ltd and Swan
Portland Cement Ltd, did the State

Energy Commission Provide a
financial arrangement for the early
years of the contract which reflected
the need by the companies to instal
new equipment?

Mr PARKER replied:

No.

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION

'Construction Work: Private Contractors

466. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

What arrangements exist between the
State Energy Commission of Western
Australia and appropriate trade
unions relating to which new construc-
tion or maintenance work is to be
undertaken by private contractors or
State Energy Commission of Western
Australia employees?

Mr PARKER replied:

An arrangement exists whereby the
State Energy Commission uses private
contractors in instances where the reg-
ular work force does not possess the
required skills, or to meet peaks of
work load.

ENERGY: GAS

North West Shelf- Condensate

467. Mr H-ASSELL, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

(1) Are the North West Shelf joint ven-
turers exporting the condensate
pmoduced from the North Rankin
field?

(2) What is the current level of conden-
sate production from the field?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) Yes, 48 per cent of a total quantity of
873 megalitres of condensate
produced from the North Rank in field
has been exported, 21 per cent to
Singapore and 27 per cent to USA.

(2) The current level of condensate pro-
duction from the field is I 640 k] per
day or 10 300 barrels per day.
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Energy-using Industries: Encouragement

468. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

What emphasis is the State Energy
Commission of Western Australia
giving to encouraging and developing
new energy-using industries to West-
ern Australia?

Mr PARKER replied:
The State Energy Commission of
Western Australia is giving consider-
able emphasis to encouraging and
developing new energy-using indus-
tries to Western Australia. Over recent
months, arrangements have been
finalised between the commission and
Wesfarmers LPG Pty Ltd for the de-
velopment of an LPG extraction plant
at Kwinana. This plant, due to com-
mence operation in August 1988, will
consume 25TJ per day of North West
Shelf gas, with product being
marketed both locally and overseas.
At least four other major projects are
being actively worked on at the mo-
ment and are at various stages of de-
velopment.
The emphasis given to these and simi-
lar activities is reflected in the recent
restructuring of SECWA where senior
officers involved have been brought
together in a strengthened business de-
velopment department.

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION
Annual Report: Gains and Losses

469. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister
Minerals and Energy:

for

What are the details of the unreali sed
gains and losses attributable to Aloca
which have been deferred, and are re-
ferred to in note 1.5 on page 5 of the
State Energy Commission of Western
Australia financial statements in the
1985-86 annual report?

Mr PARKER replied:
Under the State Energy Commission's
gas sales agreement with Alcoa of
Australia Ltd, Alcoa is liable for a
share of realised foreign exchange
gains and losses on offshore
borrowings made to finance construc-
tion of the Dampier to Wagerup natu-

ral gas pipeline. As a result, the com-
mission defers Alcoa's share of
unrealised gains and losses on each
loan until loan maturity. On loan ma-
turity, a gain or loss is realised and the
commission will recover a portion of
the realised amount from Alcoa over
the remaining term of the gas sales
agreement.

CRIME
Sentences: Review

475. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Corrective
Services:
(1) Has the Government made a review of

prison sentences, and is it the inten-
tion of the Government to increase
the remission period for prisoners on
minimum sentences?

(2) If yes, will this require legislative ac-
tion or can the changes be effected by
regulation?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) There is no proposal currently before

the Government to alter the existing
remission on minimum term sen-
tences,

(2) Not applicable.

HEALTH
Bends Cases

481. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) How many cases of the bends have

been reported in this State in each
year since 1984?

(2) What action has the Government
taken to ensure members of the diving
community are fully aware of' the
dangers of the bends?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) Number of patients

recompression are-
treated by

1984- 10;
1985-18;
1986-20;
1987-28.

(2) The Minister for Sport and Recreation
has formed an action-orientated task
force to examine methods by which
the Government may work with the
diving community to make the wider
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community aware of the risks
associated with diving and minimise
the number of accidents.
The terms of reference of the under-
water diving task force are available
upon request, as is any other infor-
mation, from the Department for
Sport and Recreation.

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN
Entertainment: Expenditure

488. Mr TRENORDEN, to the Treasurer:

By what method are Ministers of the
Crown accountable for the expendi-
ture they incur on official entertain-
ment and protocol?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

Expenditure from the Consolidated
Revenue Fund is subject to parliamen-
tary appropriation within detailed
budget estimates submitted to
Treasury. Provision is made, where
applicable, for anticipated expendi-
ture on official entertainment and
protocol.
Payments or reimbursements are
supported by documentary evidence
of the service provided and are to be
supported by certifications includ-
Sng-

(i) that the service has been faithfully
performed;

and

(ii) that money is lawfully available
for the payment of the account.

If the member has any specific con-
cerns about this matter and refers
them to me, I will consider having
them investigated.

EDUCATION: TEACHERS
York: Part-time Work

490. Mr TRENORDEN, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Will he release the names of all
teachers given part-time work at any
of the York Government schools and
the length of time for which they did
relief and/or part-time work over the
past two wchoal years, including 1987?

(2) Will he supply the names of teachers
registered with the said schools for
such relief or part-time work over the
last two school years. and 1987?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) and (2) It is inappropriate for me to

release these names.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
Mitsui Trust and Bank C: Comnments

491. Mr COURT, to the Premier:
(1) Is he aware of the item published in

the February 1987 issue of Australian
News in which Mitsui Trust and Bank
Company identified Queensland as
the "prime investment State in
Australia"?

(2) Is the substance of the article factual?
(3) In view of the commercial association

between the Government of Western
Australia and the Mitsui Group, is he
proposing to pursue the matter with
the President of Mitsui?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
This question has been addressed
incorrectly to the Premier. It has been
directed to the Minister for Economic
Development, who will answer the
question in writing.

MINERAL: IRON ORE
Japanese Market: Share

493. Mr COURT, to the Minister
Minerals and Energy:

for

How long does the Government esti-
mate it will take for Australia to regain
its traditional share of approximately
48 per cent of the Japanese import
market for iron ore?

Mr PARKER replied:
It is not possible to state precisely
what Australia's market share will be
in 1987.
Senior representatives of the Japanese
steel mills have told me that
Australia's market share will recover
as long as Australia remains competi-
tive in the iron ore market.
It needs to be understood that, par-
ticularly in the current highly competi-
tive market, market share is not a
given but rather an outcome of a series
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of commercial negotiations in which
Governments are not, nor should be,
involved.
Having said this, I constantly stress
the need for our market share to be
upgraded and for volumes to be kept
at the highest possible level in a dwin-
dling market; and I am optimistic that
our position will improve.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
Mitsui Trust and Bank Co:- Commercial

Venture
496. Mr COURT, to the Premier:

(1) What are the details of the arrange-
ment between the Western Australian
Government and Mitsui announced
by him when he visited Tokyo last
December?

(2) What were the details of the
proposition first put to Mitsui by him
when proposing a joint commercial
venture?

(3) What is the duration of the existing
arrangement?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
This question has been incorrectly
addressed to the Premier. It has been
referred to the Minister for Economic
Development, who will answer the
question in writing.

MINERAL
Iron Ore: C/tannar Development

497. Mr COURT, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(1) What is the present state of develop-

ment of the Channar iron ore deposit
in the Pilbara?

(2) When is it proposed that the joint ven-
ture between Hamersicy Iron and the
representatives of the Chinese
Government will be finalised and de-
velopment work commenced?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) and (2) Commercial negotiations be-

tween l-amersley Iron and representa-
tives of the Chinese Government are
continuing. If a decision is taken to
proceed, commissioning of the project
would be expected approximately two
years later.

MINERAL
Iron Ore: Romanian Joint Venture

498. Mr COURT, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(1) What progress is being made by Mr

Lang Hancock in the development of
his iron ore joint venture with
Roman ia?

(2) When is it now anticipated that con-
struction and development activity in
the Pilbara will commence?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) Romania is not a joint venture partner

in the Hancock Mining Limited proj-
ect. There is a sales contract between
Hancock Mining Limited and
Romania for the sale of iron ore over a
15-year period. Substantial progress
has been made with prelirninary ar-
rangements which may lead to a firm
decision this year regarding im-
plementation of the project.

(2) Construction and development activ-
ity would follow about six months
after a firm decision to proceed has
been made.

WA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Funding: Pacrim Secretariat

499. Mr COURT, to the Treasurer:
(1) Is the Government currently using

public funds either directly or through
the Western Australian Development
Corporation to finance and support
the Pacrim Secretariat?

(2) If so, where is the secretariat located?
(3) H-ow many persons are currently

involved in or associated with sec-
retariat operations?

(4) What is the current budget for the sec-
retariat activities?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
The WADC, largely at the insistence
of the Opposition, is not obliged to
provide information to the Govern-

-ment: outside the terms- of : the
Companies Code and the limited
specific provisions Of the Western
Australian Development Corporation
Act 1983. However, if the member has
any specific concerns about the matter
and refers them to me, I will ask the
Chairman of the WADC to investigate
these matters.
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ALUMINIUM SMELTER

Establishment: Feasibility Studies

500. Mr COURT, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

(1) What is the present situation regard-
ing the establishment of an aluminium
smelter in Western Australia?

(2) What promoters, companies, or con-sultants are engaged in undertaking
feasibility studies?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) In July 1986, Western Continental
was awarded a mandate for a period
of up to 12 months to investigate and
progress the project. The Government
also has had contact with other panics
which are interested in a possible proj-
ect.

(2) Details on the promoters, companies,
and consultants involved are commer-
cially confidential information.

CHEMICALS

('Nor-alkali Plant: Studies

501. Mr COURT, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

(1) What consideration or studies are be-
ing undertaken which could lead to
the establishment of a chlor-alkali
plant in Western Australia?

(2) Who are the promoters of any such
project?

(3) What firms, companies, or consultants
are undertaking any such studies?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) The Government is aware of one
study which may result in the estab-
lishment of a petrochemical-chior-
alkali industry in Western Australia.

(2) The study is being undertaken by a
company called Petrochemical Indus-
tries Company Ltd.

(3) International consultants Foster
Wheeler are commissioned to conduct
the engineering aspects of the study,
and Dames and Moore are assisting
with the environmental area.

WA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Tourism Development

504. Mr COURT, to the Treasurer:
What activities and investments is the
Western Australian Development
Corporation undertaking with regard
to development of tourism in Western
Australia?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
As I said in my reply to question 460,
the WADC, largely at the insistence of
the Opposition, is not obliged to pro-
vide information to the Government
outside the terms of the Companies
Code and the limited specific pro-
visions of the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation Act 1983.
However, if the member wishes to dis-
cuss the matter with WADC, I suggest
he approach the chairman.

WA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Tourism: Mandurak Waterfront

505. Mr COURT, to the Treasurer:
What progress is being made by the
Western Australian Development
Corporation regarding its proposed
development on the Mandurah water-
front involving tourist, residential,
and other facilities?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
See my reply to quest ion 504.

EDUCATION
Pre-school: Four-year-aids

512. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) With respect to pre-school education

for four-year-olds, how many four-
year-olds are currently enrolled in pre-
school in the-
(a) metropolitan area;
(b) country?

(2) What is the estimated number of four-
year-olds in the-
(a) metropolitan area;,
(b) country?

(3) What is the number of four-year-olds
currently on a waiting list for places in
pre-schools in the-
(a) metropolitan area;
(b) country?

738



[Tuesday, 28 April 1987)73

(4) When is it anticipated that pre-school
education will be available to all four-
year-aids in-

(a) metropolitan area;

(b) country?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) Preliminary figures from the 1987
first semester-February-census on
the number of four-year-olds enrolled
in pre-schools, i.e. all Government,
non-Government, and community-
based facilities, are-
(a) Metropolitan area-4 659;

(b) Country-2 804.

(2) The estimated population of four-
year-olds in 1987 is-
(a) Metropolitan area-I 16 800;,
(b) country-8 600.

(3) Information is not available on the
number of four-year-alds on waiting
lists as these details are not collected
by the Education Department.

(4) Government policy is to provide all
parents in metropolitan and country
areas with the option of a place in pre-
school education for their four-year-
aids. This policy is currently being
implemented. It is hoped that it will
be substantially in place in the next
three years.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

Party Directives: Parliamentary Privilege

514. Mr COWAN. to the Speaker:

Under what circumstances does a di-
rective to a member of Parliament
from a Cabinet meeting, parliamen-
tary party meeting, or lay political
party meeting, to take or not take cer-
tain action, constitute a breach of par-
liamentary privilege?

The SPEAKER replied:

It is not usual practice for the Speaker
to give rulings by way of answers to
questions. Kowever, for the guidance
of the member, the decision as to
whether any action constitutes a
breach of parliamentary privilege is
one for either the House or the appro-
priate court, not the Speaker.

HEALTH
AIDS: $exual Assauft

515. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) H-as anybody in Western Australia

contracted the AIDS virus as a result
of a sexual assault?

(2) What percentage of known AIDS Vic-
tims in Western Australia are female?

(3) Is it expected that this percentage will
ri se?

M r TAYLOR replied:
(1) From information currently available

to me, no.
(2) Two of 26 category A carriers are fe-

males.
(3) Yes.

HEALTH
Prescriptions: Tranquitisers

516. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:

Has he investigated the claims made
by the Jesus People Incorporated drug
education director, Mr Bob Burklow
published in The Western Mal on 7
February 1987, that about 10 Perth
doctors willingly hand out prescrip-
tions without question for tranquil-
lisers and sleeping tablets to young
people?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
As the matter concerns medical ethics,
the question has been referred to the
Minister for Health to reply to the
member in writing.

HEALTH: HOSPITALS
Planning Report: Recommendations

517. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Does he intend to proceed with the

recommendations in "Planning for
Acute Hospital Services in the Perth
Metropolitan Area to-1996?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) What plan will be instigated?
Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) No decision has yet been made on any

of the recommendations.
(2) and (3) Not applicable.,
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HEALTH

Regionalisation Policy

518. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Does he intend to implement a
regionalisation policy?

(2) If so, how many regions will be
involved?

(3) Where will the centre for each region
be based?

(4) Does he intend to have area health
boards?

(5) What duties will be carried out by the
regional centres?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) to (5) 1 am still considering the issues

relating to decentralisation.

HEALTH
Melville Rehabilitation Centre: Purchase

519. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(I) Did he receive a submission from

either the Head Injured Society or Mr
George Margetts, or both, to purchase
the Melville Rehabilitation Centre?

(2) Did he support the proposal?

(3) If yes to (2), what effort by him was
made to carry out the Head Injured
Society's wishes?

(4) In view of the fact that the Federal
Department of Community Services
sold the Melville Rehabilitation
Centre to Murdoch University, what
does he propose to help the Head
Injured Society?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) to (3) The Melville. Rehabilitation
Centre was under the sole ownership
and control of the Commonwealth
Department of Community Services.
The State had no discretion or influ-
ence in the disposal of the centre.

(4) My department is providing support
to the Head Injured Society to assist it
in making an application for ad-
ditional funding from the home and
community care programme. I am
awaiting its application.

LAND: NATIONAL PARK
Fitzgerald River: Extension

520. Mr HOUSE, la the Minister for Lands:
(1) Who made the decision to extend the

Fitzgerald River National Park by
adding 51 000 hectares of Crown
land?

(2) Before the decision was made did the
Government consult with-
(a) the Ravensthorpe Shire Council;
(b) the Jerramungup Shire Council;
(c) farm groups in the area-that is,

the Western Australian Farmers'
Federation?

(3) Why was it necessary to extend the
park?

(4) What will be the cost to the Govern-
ment per year in terms of manage-
ment of the increased area?

Mr WILSON replied:
This question has been incorrectly
addressed. It has been referred to the
Minister responsible, and he will
answer in writing.

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY
Status

521. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:
(1) Is the "traffic management authority"

a statutory body?
(2) Who are its members?
(3) Who appoints the members?
(4) For what period of time are the am.

pointments made?
(5) What are the aims and functions of

the authority?
Mr GORDON HILL replied:

The member's question is not
sufficiently specific to enable an
answer to be provided.

TRAFFIC
Keep Left Rule: Review

522. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:
(1) Was it correctly reported that a review

of the "keep left" rule has been or is
being undertaken by the "traffic man-
agement authority"?
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(2) If so, what are the terms of reference
for this review?

(3) Has the committee reported yet to
him?

(4) If so, would he table the report?
(5) If not when is the report expected?
Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) At my request, a review was

undertaken by police.
(2) A comprehensive review of other

Australian State legislation, together
with the associated advantages and
disadvantages.

(3) and (4) No.
(5) Not applicable.

TRAFFIC
Keep Left Rule: Introduction

523. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:

With the Government's proposed de-
cision to introduce the "keep left rule"
particularly in urban areas, will there
be a parallel undertaking to repair all
left-hand side road surfaces to at least
the same quality as are the respective
right-hand sides of the roads?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
The premise upon which the question
is framed is incorrect, and therefore
the question does not arise.

HEALTH: HOSPITAL
Royal Perth: Welfare Officer Appointment

525. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Was an orderly from Royal Perth Hos-

pital recently appointed to the
position of welfare officer?

(2) If yes, did this person have any quali-
fications to become a social worker?

(3) Was the position advertised outside
-- the Royal Perth Hospital?
(4) Does he

through
position

not have a policy to advertise
all public hospitals any

vacant in public hospitals?
(5) If yes to (4), why did he not advertise

this position in line with policy?
Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) No.

(4) No.

(5) Not applicable.

HEALTH: DRUGS
Detoxification Unit: Rehabilitation Programme
528. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for

Health:
(1) Adverting to question 426 of 1987,

what rehabilitation programme is in
place for people who have been
treated at the central drug
detoxification unit?

(2) If no rehabilitation programme and
centre are available, does he intend to
start one?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) Staff of the central drug unit encour-
age clients at discharge to attend a
number of drug-free rehabilitative
agencies or the authority's William
Street clinic as appropriate.

(2) Admission to the central drug unit
forms part of the rehabilitative pro-
gramme. Clients requiring a longer
period of treatment than that
provided at the central drug unit, are
referred as above.

HEALTH

Drugs: Methadone Programme

530. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) How many people are currently on the

methadone programme at the William
Street drug centre?

(2) Over the last three years has the num-
ber being treated-
(a) increased, and if so by how many;

-(b) -stayed the same;-

(c) decreased?
Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) Between 300 and 3 10.
(2) (a) Increased by 100 per cent from

150 to 300;
(b) and (c) not applicable.
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ROAD TRANSPORT EMERGENCY
ASSISTANCE SCHEME

Fire Services Role
543. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Police and

Emergency Services:

Does the Government intend to
change the current operational re-
sponsibility of the fire service which
under the State road transport emerg-
ency assistance scheme requires the
fire service to act as lead combat auth-
ority in moad rescue operations?

M r GOR DON H ILL repl ied:

This question was answered by the
answer to question 159, asked by the
same member, on Thursday, 2 April
1987, a mere 26 days ago.

PLANNING: REZONING
14 A/van St reet. M1 tawley

546. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Planning:

(I) Did he recently uphold an appeal on
the rezoning of premises at 14 Alvan
Street, Mount Lawley, to allow the site
to be used as a medical centre?

(2) If yes, will he advise the reasons for
his decision?

(3) Did the local authority oppose the
rezoning of the site for a medical
centre?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) and (2) No.

(3) It is understood that the local auth-
onlty has not considered a rezoning for
the site.

HEALTH: DRUGS
Heroin: Dependants

550. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Health:

Can he advise the estimated number
of heroin dependants in the metro-
politan area and the estimated num-
ber of heroin dependants outside the
metropolitan area but within the
State?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

It is not possible to give any confident
estimate of the number of heroin de-
pendants in any area of the State.

MOTOR VEHICLE EXAMINERS
Bunbury

551. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:
(1) How many motor vehicle examiners

are employed at the Bunbury regional
office of the department?

(2) Are any of the motor vehicle exam-
iners based at Bunbury on a relieving
basis?

(3) If yes, for what period have they been
relieving motor vehicle examiners?

(4) Are any of the motor vehicle exam-
iners at Bunbury paid travelling allow-
ances in their capacity as relieving
officers?

Mr GOR DON H ILL repl ied:
(1) Three motor vehicle examiners.
(2) Yes, one examiner is a relieving exam-

iner.
(3) The supervising examiner position at

Bunbury has been relieved from Perth
since July 1984. The other two exam-
iner positions are relieved from Perth
while they are on annual leave or ab-
sent from their duties for any ex-
tended period. This usually amounts
to eight weeks or 40 working days per
year.

(4) The motor vehicle examiners required
to perform relief duties in Bunbury
are paid travelling allowances in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the
Public Service miscellaneous allow-
ances award.

PLANNING
Secret Harbour Development: Progress

552. Mir HASSELL, to the Minister for
Planning:
(1) What progress is being made by the

company under the Secret Harbour
development agreement?

(2) Is the company in default of any of the
required commitments?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) The company is continuing with

monitoring of groundwater and beach
profiles in accordance with the
requirements of Government auth-
orities.

(2) No.
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SHOPPING
Trading Hours: Tourism Influence

553. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Tourism:

Does she consider that retail trading
hours have an influence on tourism,
and on attracting or discouragi .ng
overseas tourists to Australia?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
There is no statistical evidence avail-
able that indicates that the decision to
visit or travel within Western
Australia is determined by retail
trading hours.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
Working Days Lost: C'alculations

554. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Labour, Productivity and Employment:
(1) On what basis has it been calculated

that working days lost during the past
two years are the lowest for I I years?

(2) Will he please table the comparative
statistics?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) Table 3 of the monthly Australian Bu-

reau of Statistics publication on indus-
trial disputes-Catalogue No. 632 1.0.

(2) This document is a publication of the
Australian Bureau of Statistics.

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT
Future

557. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Tourism:

On what basis has the Government
concluded that the State is now well
supplied with infrastructure, accomn-
modation, and attractions to cater for
growing tourism into the 1990s?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
The State is well-endowed, with di-
verse natural and other attractions. In-
vestment in infrastructure and accom-
modation in the tourist industry has
increased considerably since 1983 . As
investment determines future con-
sumption, it indicates a real degree of
confidence by the private sector in the
future of tourism in this State.

TOURISM PROJECTS
Investment

558. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Tourism:

Will she please provide a list of the
223 tourist projects in which $1 525
million is being invested, as referred
to on page 3 of the Governor's Speech
at the opening of the present session of
Parliament?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
The projects referred to in the
Governor's Speech represent cumulat-
ive tourism investment since 1983.
This information is collated by the
Western Australian Tourism Com-
mission from numerous sources,
namely, Cordell construction reports,
shire councils, architectural firms,
building and investment companies,
and the general media.
The figures quoted provide an indi-
cation of the extent of investor
interest in Western Australia's tour-
i sm industry and are collated quar-
terly for tourism proposals at the plan-
ning, tender, and under construction
stages. Information about projects is
provided to the Tourism Commission
in confidence, particularly for projects
under planning. However, if the mem-
ber wishes to view the information on
a confidential basis, I will be willing to
arrange a briefing for him by the Gen-
eral Manager, Western Australian
Tourism Commission.

EDUCATION
Tertiary Entrance Examination: Aggregates

567. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Education:

What was the tertiary entrance exam-
ination aggregate required of students
for entry to colleges of advanced edu-
cation for teacher training in 1987-
(a) for primary teachers;_
(b) for secondary teachers?

Mr PEARCE replied:
The figures for the WA College of Ad-
vanced Education were-
(a) Primary-290 or better;
(b) secondary-depended on the

stream-varied from 290 to 330.
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MULTICULTURAL AND ETHNIC
AFFAIRS

Affirmative Action Programmes

568. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs:

In the second report of the
Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs Com-
mission it is said that the principles
underlying multiculturalism include
the right to equality of treatment to be
guaranteed through the implemen-
tation of affirmative action pro-
grammes aimed at removing barriers
to full participation in the institutions
of society.

(a) What affirmative action pro-
grammes have been planned or
are in the process of being
planned;

(b) what, when, and how have such
Programmes been implemented:

(c) what and how are proposed pro-
grammes to be implemented?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:

(a) to (c) The Government is committed
to ensuring that all persons, irrespec-
tive of their cultural background, have
equal employment opportunities and
equal access to Government services.
This is being implemented through
equal opportunity management plans
and mulitcultural access plans. The
Press release which I sent the member
in relation to his previous question
334 describes the latter programme.
Any other initiatives will be at Cabi-
net's decision.

ROAD LIGHTING

Waterford Estate

570. Mr WILLIAMS, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

When does the State Energy Com-
mission intend to provide street
lighting to section 6A of the housing
development at Waterford Estate?

Mr PARKER replied:

Completion is anticipated by end of
May 1987.

HOUSING
Private: Jlomeswvest Purchases

571. Mr WILLIAMS, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) How many private dwellings have

been purchased by Homneswest during
the past two years for rental purposes
in the following areas-
(a) Shelley;
(b) Rossmoyne;
(c) Mt Pleasant-Ardross;
(d) Brentwood?

(2) What was the cost of those purchased
in each district?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) and (2) Properties purchased specifi-

cally for rental purposes were-
(a) two properties with a combined

cost of $83 000;
(b) nil;
(c) one for $44 500;
(d) nil.

HOMES WEST
Parliamentary Liaison Officers

573. Mr WILLIAMS, to the Minister for
Housing:

With the introduction of parliamen-
tary liaison officers in Homeswest re-
gional offices, would he please ad-
vise-
(a) in order of seniority of staff in

Homeswest regional offices, the
ranking of parliamentary liaison
officers;

(b) is it Homeswest policy that all
members' inquiries on behalf of
constituents be handled by the
parliamentary liaison officers;

(c) do these officers have the exclus-
ive authority to decide whether or
not a member's request will be ap-
proved or refused;

(d) is it Homeswest policy that the
parliamentary liaison officers ac-
quaint the regional housing man-
agers of-
(i) members' inquiries on behalf

of constituents;
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(ii) the officers' decisions to ap-
prove or refuse requests for
assistance;,

(iii) the acceptance or otherwise
by members of the parlia-
mentary liaison officers' de-
cisions;

(e) if no such policy exists, what ac-
tion does the Government intend
to ensure representations on be-
half of constituents receive the at-
tention that inquiries by members
of Parliament should be ac-
corded?

Mr WILSON replied:
(a) In the regional office, the parliamen-

tary liaison officer is classified as level
2 and reports directly to the regional
housing manager.

(b) The role of the parliamentary liaison
officer is to ensure that represen-
tations made by members of Parlia-
ment receive prompt attention and
adequate consideration by senior
officers and that accurate information
is conveyed to the members. Gener-
ally, all members' inquiries are
handled by the parliamentary liaison
officers, where necessary in conjunc-
tion and consultation with relevant
staff.

(c) Decisions are not made by these
officers, but are made according to
Homeswest policies and with the
knowledge of the relevant senior staff.

(d) (i) Where appropriate;
(ii) refer to (c) above;
(iii) where the need arises.

(e) Not applicable-

The parliamentary liaison officers
were introduced into the metropolitan
regional offices of Homeswest, as an
extension of the head office service
and ts part of regional isation.-

If the member has any particular con-
cern with the operation of the parlia-
mentary liaison officer system, I
would be pleased to pursue the matter
further with Komeswest's manage-
ment.

HEALTH
Noise Abatement: Police Role

574. Mr WILLIAMS, to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:
(1) Why are police officers advising the

public that they have no power to re-
quest citizens to restrict noise
emanating from private parties, etc?

(2) Why are the police stating that the
only avenue of protest open to the
public is through local government
authorities' implementation of the
Noise Abatement Act?

(3) Have police officers been notified that
under sections 79 and 81 of the En-
vironmental Protection Act they are
empowered to take action to enforce
the moderation of noise?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:

(1) and (2) Until 20 February 1987 the
Noise Abatement Act did not provide
police officers with the authority to
proceed against persons who breached
the provisions of the Act. However,
authorised local government person-
nel were not so restricted.

(3) Yes.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES HOUSING
AUJTH-ORITY

Cleaning
575. Mr WILLIAMS, to the Minister for

Housing:

(1) What action is taken by Homeswest to
ensure that Government Employees
Housing Authority houses vacated by
Government employees at the end of
their tenure are left in a reasonable
condition?

(2) Are Government Employees Housing
Authority houses cleaned and
maintained prior to transferees
occupying same?

(3) What steps are taken to recover costs
of und'uemaintenancc'? ---

(4) Are Government employees supplied
with tenancy agreements or similar,
advising them of the conditions on
which houses are supplied for their
use?

(5) If not, why not?
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M r WILSON replied:

(1) Inspections by Homeswest of vacant
GEHA accommodation are arranged
when requested by the client depart-
ment.

(2) After inspections are carried out, any
necessary cleaning and maintenance is
usually arranged while the property is
vacant.

(3) The cost of repairing excessive wear
and tear is recovered by GEH-A from
client departments, which then recoup
these costs from their respective em-
ployees.

(4) Client departments and tenants are
supplied with GEH-A tenants' hand-
books, which detail the conditions of
tenancy.

(5) Answered by (4).

MOTOR VEHICLES: GOVERNMENT

Private P/ales:- Allocation

$78. Mr WILLIAMS, to the Premier:

(1) What is the criteria for allocating pri-
vate number plates to Government
cars used by public servants?

(2) How many Government cars with pri-
vate number plates have been
allocated to public servants, and in
what departments?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

The member is referred to my answer
to question 187 of 2 April 1987 and
advised that if he provides me with
detail of any specific concerns, I wilt
have them investigated.

HEALTH: DILUGS
Heroin: Recreational Use

580. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Health:
(1) Does the Alcohol and Drug Authority

condone the controlled recreational
use of heroin?

(2) Does the ADA support the prescrip-
tion of heroin for registered addicts?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) No.

(2) No.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Custody Cases: Funding

52. Mr WILSON, Minister for Housing
On behalf of the Minister for Com-
munity Services, I wish to correct the
answer that was given to question
1932 by the member for Murray-
Wellington in the Legislative As-
sembly on Tuesday, 25 November
1986. In reply to that question it was
stated that no parent with dependant
children had been assisted to leave the
State since 1979. The year given was
incorrect. The correct answer should
read-

No parent with dependlant chil-
dren has been assisted to leave the
State since 1980.

SUPERANNUATION BOARD
In vestments: "The Anchorage"

53. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer
Referring to the Treasurer's answer to
the first part of question 182 of 27
April, has he recently sighted the letter
or document written by him in
November 1986 which confirms the
approval he gave in April for the in-
vestment by the State Superannuation
Board in what is known as the
Anchorage in North Frem antic?

The SPEAKER: Order! That question is
out of order.

Points of Order

Mr MacKINNON: Mr Speaker, could I ex-
plain to you that I am referring to his
answer to the first part of question
182 in which he confirmed the ap-
proval. I am asking him whether he
has sighted the letter recently. I am
not asking him for an interpretation of
the letter.

The SPEAKER: I will not accept any ques-
tions or any discussion on matters that
are currently the subject of criminal
proceedings. The question is out of or-
der.

Mr MacKINNON: I understand that the
proceedings before the court relate to
Mr Brush and Mr Martin; they do not
relate to the Treasurer. I am asking a
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specific question of the Treasurer-
that is, whether or not he has sighted
those documents. The approval or
otherwise of that investment has
nothing to do with the criminal
charges. The charges laid relate to Mr
Brush and Mr Martin and their so-
called activities. The court will deter-
mine that in due course. I have asked
whether he has sighted the documents.
The second pant of my question would
have been: When did he last see that
document.

The SPEAKER: I am well aware of what
the Leader of the Opposition is trying
to do. I am also well aware that the
subject matter is the subject of crimi-
nal proceedings and therefore is sub
judice.

Mr MacKINNON: Mr Speaker-
The SPEAKER: Order! Before calling the

Leader of the Opposition, I advise
him that this is the last point of order I
will take on this panticular matter.

Mr MacKINNON: Mr Speaker, I would
like an explanation. You indicated
that this matter is part of some crimi-
nal proceedings. I want you to explain
how this is part of those proceedings,
because I have told you that the
Treasurer is not pant of any criminal
proceedings.

The SPEAKER: Order! The whole issue is
the subject of criminal action.

Mr MacKINNON: The Treasurer is not
party to any criminal proceedings in
relation to these matters. I asked
whether the Treasurer has sighited a
document which required his ap-
proval, and that is all. That has
nothing to do with the matters before
the courts. As I understand it, those
matters are to do with official corrup-
tion, forgery, and other charges, and
have nothing to do with the Treasurer
or his approval. I asked merely
whether he had sighted flue document
and when he had sighted it. I do not
understand how that has anything to
do with some future court case which
relates to criminal charges applying to
Messrs Brush and Martin. Mr
Speaker, I ask you to explain how you
believe this question relates to those
proceedings and is therefore out of or-
der.

The SPEAKER: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition is perfectly correct in his as-
sumption that the Treasurer has
nothing to do with the matters which
he addressed. 1 have ruled the ques-
tion out of order because of the sec-
tion of it which relates to the Anchor-
age proposal. It is out of order and
that is that.

Questions without Notice Resumed
LAND: NINGALOO MARINE PARK

Deputy Leader of the Opposition's Comments
54. Dr LAWRENCE, to the Minister for

Conservation and Land Management:
(1) Is the Minister aware of the statement

in the Press made by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition concerning
the development of the Ningaloo Mar-
ine Park?

Mr Laurance: Disgraceful!
Dr LAWRENCE: To continue-
(2) In the light of these statements, would

the Minister comment on the progress
made-

Points of Order

Mr PEARCE: I am sorry to interrupt the
member's question, but I heard the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition say
in a loud voice, "Disgraceful". which I
understand is a clear reflection on the
ruling that you gave, Mr Speaker.

Opposition members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! When the member

is taking a point of order with me, I do
not need assistance from 15 or 20)
members at the same time. If the
member for East Melville has a further
point to that which was raised, he
should stand in his place and I will
give him the call.

Mr LEWIS: Mr Speaker, you said you
would not take any further points of
order. How can we pursue this one?

The SPEAKER: I will presume that the
member for East Melville misunder--
stood me, although l feel strongly that
he did not. However, I will presume at
this time that he misunderstood my
direction. I said that I would not take
any further points of order in respect
of that particular matter. That does
not preclude members from taking

747



748 ASSEM BLY]

points of order for the balance of the
night's sitting if that is their desire.
The comment made by the member
for East Melville borders on the frivol-
ous and 1 am not happy with it.
I heard the comment by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. I presumed
that it was made in relation to another
matter; I certainly hope it was. If it
was, there is no need for a withdrawal.
If not, there is.

Mr COURT: I seek clarification on your
previous point of order about the
Anchorage proposal. Does your ruling
mean that, while the court case is im-
minent, any question relating to the
Superannuation Board's interest in
the development is out of order?

The SPEAKER: As 1 understand the pro-
ceedings, that is my ruling.

Mr LEWIS: Mr Speaker, does your ruling
automatically mean that any questions
relating to the day-to-day operations
of the Superannuation Board are out
of order?

The SPEAKER: No.

Questions wit/iout Notice Resumed.

Dr LAWRENCE: The second part of the
question is as follows-

(2) In the tight of those statements, will
the Minister comment on the progress
made towards the declaration of this
marine park and development of fa-
cilities in it?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) and (2) The member's question gives

me the opportunity to correct some of
the untruths and inaccuracies in the
Press statement released by the Depu-
ty Leader of the. Opposition. It also
gives me the opportunity to defend the
very professional and dedicated public
servants in the Department of Conser-
vation and Land Management whom
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
slandered in his comments. He made a
cowardly attack on those professional
public servants, and it is my job as
Minister, to defend them on this oc-
casion. Almost every statement he
made was inaccurate to some degree.
Firstly, I point out that he accused this
Government of being tardy and delay-
ing the creation of the Ningaloo,

Marine Park; yet the original
recommendation to the Conservation
Through Reserves Committee of the
EPA was made in 1974. Between 1974
and 1983 the Government, of which
this member was a Minister, did ab-
solutely nothing towards creating the
Ningaloo Marine Park. This individ-
ual has the cheek to accuse me and the
Department of Conservation and
Land Mangement of being tardy in
this affair.
Since 1983 we have made remarkable
progress. The Ningaloo Marine Park is
on the verge of becoming a reality. If
the member for Gascoyne knew what
was going on in the Parliament and,
what is more, in his own electorate, he
might have known it went through
Executive Council on 31 March; it was
published in the Government Gazette
on 3 April, which obviously he does
not read; and I tabled the papers in
Parliament today, but obviously he
has not noticed. The member has not
bothered to ask me a single parliamen-
tary question about it, has not written
to me or approached me or shown any
interest apart from putting out that
scurrilous Press release attacking the
department. The matter is well and
truly under control, and all the legal
requirements are being attended to.
The matter is before the Governor
General of Australia. The legalities
have been attended to by this Govern-
ment since it has been in office follow-
ing almost a decade of inaction by the
Liberal Party. Mangement plans have
been drawn up and detailed plans for
the area have been prepared.

Several members interjected.
Mr HODGE: Tenders will be called shortly

for the new marine park education
centre.

Several members interjected.
Mr HODGE: The member for Gascoyne

has been found out.

Mr Laurance: The shire has not been
shown the plans.

Mr HODGE: The shire has been
thoroughly consulted all the way
along; and it supports the department
in its efforts.

Several members interjected.
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The SPEAKER: Order! I think it is per-
fectly reasonable for a Minister to ex-
pect to be able to answer a question
that is put to him in this House. It is
very unreasonable for interjectors to
persist in the way they are. I do not
want to take action because I am not
in a mood to take action today. How-
ever, I am rapidly getting to that
point.

Mr HODGE: Tenders for the construction
of the interpretalion centre to go in
the Ningaloo Marine Park will be
invited on 21 June; construction is
expected to commence in mid-August;
and the building will be completed in
26 weeks. Almost everything the
member for Gascoyne has said is quite
clearly wrong. I would like to give him
the opportunity tonight to apologist
for the slur he cast on the highly pro-
fessional, dedicated officers of CALM.
It is appropriate that he apologises. I
do not mind pausing for a moment to
allow him to apologise because the
executive director of the department
is present and has made this trip to
hear the member's apology. The mem-
ber must kno~v he is wrong.

Mr Laurance: It is $1 million you are going
to waste on the park. it should be built
in the town of Exmouth.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr HODGE: The Deputy Leader of the

Opposition is not going to apologist,
and I will make certain that his reluc-
tance to do so is circulated far and
wide among the employees of CALM
who will know where they stand with
this individual.

Mr Laurance: You have the local com-
mittee-

Mr HODGE: The local people have been
consulted on this matter. That is all in
hand; and I will be visiting that area
on 17 July with the Federal Minister
for Heritage and Environment, Mr

Coeto officially- launch the
Ningaloo Marine Park, which is the
second marine park this Government
has established since coming to ornice.

The SPEAKER: Order! May I take the op-
portunity of asking the Minister
whether he is about to draw his
answer to a conclusion?

Mr HODGE: I am about to conclude; per-
haps you would give me 30 seconds,
which seems a reasonable time these
days for people to conclude things.
When I visit the area with the Federal
Minister we shall be officially
launching the marine park; and I may
invite the member for that area to be
present, particularly if he will apolo-
gist and retract the slurs he made on
the departmental officers. We may in-
vite him to witness the coming to fru-
ition of this wonderful marine park.

EDUCATION
Music Branch: Closure

55. Mr CLARKO, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has the schools music branch been

disbanded?
(2) If yes, how will its former functions be

continued in our schools?
(3) Are school music festivals to be

continued?
(4) If yes, how are they to be organised?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) to (4) The schools music programmes

generally have not been changed-
that is, there has not been any move to
withdraw from any of the music pro-
gram mes which apply in schools at
present. The rumours which have
been circulated by various people, in-
cluding, I presume, the member for
Karrinyup-

Mr Clarko: That is u nfai r.
Mr PEARCE: The member has asked a

question and I amn endeavouring to
answer it so perhaps he can circulate
this information.
There is no intention to change any of
the schools music programmes at all
whether they apply at an individual
school level in the normal primary or
secondary process or at special music
schools such as Churchlands or Perth
Modemn High Schools.
The schools music branch has not
been disbanded but there are changes
in the wind as a result of the better
schools report and the administration
of the Education Department gener-
ally.
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Mr Rushton: You want to conduct them
all?

Mr PEARCE: That is not true at all. I am
amazed at the continual two-faced at-
titude of the Opposition over ques-
tions of reform of the Education De-
partment or of any Government de-
partment. The Opposition members
say that they want more efficient
Government, that we should pare
down the weight of Government on
the taxpayers' backs. The Opposition
argue that the people are sick of pay-
ing taxes. It never did so when in
Government because the Liberal
Government became bigger and bigger
when the Opposition sat on the
Treasury benches.
This Government is facing some of
the hard processes of making Govern-
ment more cost efficient. It is doing so
by cutting back on the size of the Edu-
cation Department head office by 45
per cent. I thought that would have
been supported by the cost cutters in
the Opposition.
The music branch will not be
disbanded. The provision of music fa-
cilities to schools will not be
diminished and programmes will not
be cut. There may well be some reor-
ganisation of the way in which music
programmes are administered.

Mr MacKinnon: There have already been
changes.

Mr PEARCE: I ask the Leader of the Op-
position to name a programme in a
school that has been changed.

Mr MacKinnon: The provision of musical
instruments to children in schools.

Mr PEARCE: This is why the Leader of
the Opposition should keep his mouth
shut on education matters and listen
to the member for Karrinyup. The
changes made to the provision of mu-
sical instruments were as a result of
decisions made by the music branch-
that is, the group that the member for
Karrinyup has alleged has been
disbanded. The members of that
group came to me with propositions
about the way in which the musical
education programmes ought to work.
The changes which have been made to
the supply of musical instruments,
which basically mean that people who

persist with the study of a musical in-
strument must purchase that instru-
ment, were made by the music branch.
The music branch has not been
dismantled but the'adminsitraxion of
music programmes may be altered as
part of the general decentralisation.

Mr Clarko: What about the festivals?

Mr PEARCE: They will not be cut out.

Mr Clarko: Who is going to organise them?

Mr PEARCE: It depends on the type of
festival. Most of them are organised
by individual schools or by school dis-
tricts. The school district organisation
will, in fact, be augmented;, more re-
sources will be run off from the head
office and put into individual school
districts. That means the deployment
of public servants away from Perth to
a whole range of country areas con-
trary to what the Opposition is saying.
It means programmes might operate
more efficiently because they are
work ing closer to home.

Some members of the Opposition
have ideological blinkers because they
always knock the Government. Look
at the programme we run and mem-
bers opposite will see it is the sort of
thing which is enshrined in their own
policy.

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN

Travel: Policy Change

56. Mrs BUCHANAN, to the Premier.
(1) Is he aware of statements by the

Leader of the Opposition saying that
when in government the present Op-
position would alter the existing pol-
icy on providing information about
ministerial travel?

(2) If yes, how does his present policy
compare with the Liberal Party's past
practice?

Mr Laurance: See if he can remember!

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

I do not need to because I will quote
the past Liberal Premier. In August
1982 Prem ier O'Con nor sai d-

Several members interjected.
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Mr BRIAN BURKE: Members opposite
should not start that. They blame the
Whialam Government for everything
that has happened since they started
going to kindergarten.

Mr O'Connor replied, in answer to a
question from Mr Pearce about minis-
terial travel, in the following terms-

As considerable research will be
required to gather and collate the
information requested I am not
prepared to place any further de-
mands on staff who are already
otherwise fully committed. How-
ever, should the member for any
reason believe that travel of an
unauthorised nature is being
undertaken by Ministers, then he
should let me have his grounds
for his belief and I shall have
them investigated.

I accept that as being an appropriate
policy, especially when we take into
account the Opposition's continual
thrust to save money. The Opposition
is consistently calling upon the
Government to cut out extravagance
which it says the Government is re-
sponsible for in running the State's af-
fairs.
In conclusion, I will be brief and tell
this Leader of the Opposition that it
really is time that he started to prac-
tise what he preaches. In this morn-
ing's paper we see that since July,
while repeatedly calling for smaller
government and reduced spending,
the Opposition has made more than
100 commitments calling for capital
and recurrent spending totalling
hundreds of millions of dollars.

Mr MacKinnon: That is what you said.
You made the statement-

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Of course I said it
because it is true.

M r Court: You are quoting yourself.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am quoting an
authoritative Source. It is clear that
more than 100 commitments have
been made by this pillow Leader of the
Opposition who wears the head of the
last person to lie on him. Those 100
commitments will cost hundreds of
millions of dollars.

It is not good enough for the Leader of
the Opposition to shoot around the
countryside saying whenever anyone
asks him about something, "Yes, we
will do that. Yes, the Government is
bad for cutting out English as a second
language. Do not worry about that."

The Leader of the Opposition went
down to Narrogin and said, con cern-
ing the restructuring of Westrail,
"Under as, when we are in Govern-
ment, all the railway workers will stay
there." That is what he said. At the

-same time the member for Dale boasts
that he was the primary author of the
policy of restructuring West rail.

Members opposite cannot have it both
ways. It is either their policy at the
start, the finish, and the middle, for
better or for worse-God help us-or
it is not their policy. The public will
wake up to a collection of people who
simply go around saying what they
think people want to hear. The Oppo-
sition is led by a Leader of the Oppo-
sition who thinks that thb prime re-
quirement for political leadership is to
be able to surface skate.

ENVIRONMENT

Bold Park Land Exchange

57. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Lands:

Considering the large public outcry
and dissatisfaction with the proposed
development of the approximately 17
hectares of University of Western
Australia land next to Bold Park,
which is presently used by bush
walkers and naturalists, would the
Government consider negotiating
with the University of Western
Australia for possible exchange of this
land for yet unalienated and not
profit-bearing-however remote-
Crown land of equal value with the
view of retaining this City Beach-Mt-
Claremont bushland for public open
space?

Mr WILSON replied:

I thank the member for his question,
of which I have had no notice.

Mr Mensaros interjected.
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Mr WILSON: It may be the only way to
salve it. Thai is the member's opinion
at the moment.
I understand it is of particular interest
to the member who has asked the
question. I acknowledge that he would
have a particular interest in the mat-
ter, as I assume it is in his electorate
and that therefore he is concerned to
resolve the matter in the best possible
way.
in view of his question. I am prepared
to take up the matter with the depart-
ment and to write to him in response
to his suggestion. I see no reason why
we should not consider discussing the
matter with the university as a result
of his suggestion.

STOCK
Alidland Sak yVard: Lease

58. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Has the Government succeeded in

renegotiating the lease of the salCyard
complex of the Midland abattoirs site?

(2) If it has, for how many years does the
lease agreement run?

(3) Have the relevant lease documents
been signed?

Mr GRILL replied
(1) to (3) The renegotiation of the site has

not been formally completed yet.
However, there is an in-principle
agreement with the new owners to ex-
tend the lease from six years to 15.
The formal completion of that will de-
pend upon the surveying of the site
and a number of other technicalities.
It will probably be some weeks before
we come to finalise it, but I do not
think there will be any problems in
coming to a formal arrangement with
the owners.

HEALTH: HOSPITAL
Stwati District: Dowungrading

59. Dr WATSON, to the Minister for Health:
(1) Is he aware of an article in today's

Midland- Kalanninda Reporter sug-
gesting that there is to be a
downgrading of Swan District Hospi-
tal?

(2) Is he aware of a petition circulating in
the Midland area suggesting that there
is to be a drastic decrease in maternity
and surgical beds at the hospital?

(3) Could he comment on the accuracy of
these reports?

MrTAYLOR replied:

(1) to (3) 1 am aware of the petition and
the newspaper reports referred to.
Both are inaccurate. In fact they are
intended to deliberately misrepresent
the situation. I am informed that the
petition is being circulated by people
door-knocking on behalf of the
endorsed Liberal candidate. The
whole issue has been contrived for
political gain. As Minister for Health.
I am saddened and disgusted that the
people of Swan are being manipulated
in this way and seared into believing
that they will not get into their local
hospital when they need to.

There are no plans to close any beds at
the Swan District Hospital or to
downgrade the services in any way. In
fact the planning work done to date is
aimed at increasing the hospital's ca-
pacity to serve the local community.

The truth of the situation is that there
has been a particularly heavy demand
for maternity beds in recent months. I
emphasise that all current maternity
bookings, including 130 in May. will
be catered for with the necessary
staffing levels being provided. In June
1987 a new maternity facility is to be
opened at the Undercliff Hospital. It
is expected that will reduce the de-
mand for maternity beds at Swan Dis-
trict Hospital. and the staffing level
will be adjusted to cover adequately
the demand expected after June. This
is estimated to be 90 to 95 a month.

The I L-bed minor surgical unit will be
operated as a day unit with adequate
staffing to cope with patients from
6.30 am to 6.30 pm. This will not re-
duce the number of patients who can
be catered for. Any patient who is not
ready for discharge by 6.30 pm will be
admitted to another ward overnight.
This is the normal practice for day
surgical units attached to hospitals.
The proper operation of day hospitals
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is targeted towards reducing waiting
lists for procedures which can be car-
ried out on a day basis.
Local doctors are being informed of
these arrangements in a circular to be
distributed by the administration of
the hospital. I expect local doctors and
their patients will support these re-
sponsible moves by the hospital man-
agement to maintain the highest qual-
ity of service to the community of
Swan.
I would like to add that I can only
express my concern about the motiv-
ation of the Liberal Party candidate
for Morley-Swan in this matter. I
know that the member for Murray-
Wellington and the Leader of the Op.
position approached the Com-
missioner of Health asking to be al-
towed by him to undertake a party
political visit to the hospital. The
commissioner quite rightly referred

them to me, on not one but two oc-
casions. On both of those occasions
they did not take [he opportunity of
contacting my office and in fact chose
to have a meeting outside the hospital.
In my view the reason they chose not
to contact my office was that they may
in fact find out the truth of the matter
before they could have that meeting.
and that would have taken the skates
out from underneath them.

This is the standard the Opposition is
prepared to go to to scrape up a few
votes, to denigrate the people who
work at that hospital in this way, to
denigrate a local hospital which does
such an excellent job. As Minister for
Health I can only once again express
my disgust. I will make absolutely cer-
tain the people of Morley-Swan and
the people of this hospital know how
low the opposition is prepared to
stoop to win a few votes.
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